best true crime podcasts now

best true crime podcasts now are captivating listeners with their in-depth investigations,
compelling narratives, and explorations of the darkest corners of human behavior. From unsolved
mysteries to infamous cases, the true crime genre continues to dominate the podcasting landscape,
offering a unique blend of education and entertainment. This article delves into what makes a true
crime podcast stand out, explores the diverse subgenres within true crime, and highlights some of
the most compelling and highly-rated shows available today for true crime enthusiasts. We will also
discuss how to find the best true crime podcasts to suit your preferences and the evolving trends in
this popular audio medium. Whether you're a seasoned listener or new to the genre, prepare to
discover your next binge-worthy true crime obsession.
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The Allure of the Best True Crime Podcasts Now

The enduring popularity of the best true crime podcasts now stems from a complex interplay of
human curiosity, the desire for justice, and the inherent drama of real-life events. These audio
dramas offer an intimate look into investigations, allowing listeners to feel like they are part of the
process, piecing together clues alongside seasoned journalists and former law enforcement
professionals. The format lends itself to detailed exploration, providing a platform for in-depth
analysis of motives, evidence, and the often-brutal realities of criminal acts. Many podcasts also shed
light on systemic issues within the justice system, raising awareness and sometimes even prompting
re-examinations of cold cases.

The psychological aspect is also a significant draw. True crime podcasts delve into the minds of
perpetrators and victims, exploring the motivations behind heinous acts and the profound impact
they have on individuals, families, and communities. This exploration, while often disturbing, taps
into a fundamental human fascination with the extremes of behavior. Furthermore, the accessibility
of podcasts means that these stories can be consumed anytime, anywhere, transforming commutes,
chores, or quiet evenings into opportunities to unravel intricate mysteries.



What Makes a Great True Crime Podcast?

Several key elements contribute to the success and widespread appeal of the best true crime
podcasts now. At its core, a compelling true crime podcast needs meticulous research and factual
accuracy. Listeners expect a thorough examination of evidence, witness testimonies, and official
reports. The storytelling must be engaging, often employing narrative techniques that build
suspense and maintain listener interest throughout multiple episodes. This often involves a clear
chronological structure or a thematic approach that gradually reveals the complexities of the case.

The host or hosts play a crucial role. A good true crime podcast host is knowledgeable, empathetic,
and possesses strong interviewing skills if they are speaking with people involved in the case. They
should be able to present information clearly without sensationalizing the subject matter,
maintaining a respectful tone towards victims and their families. The audio quality is also
paramount; clear sound, effective use of ambient noise or archival audio, and professional editing all
contribute to an immersive listening experience that draws the audience deeper into the narrative.

The ethical considerations are also increasingly important for what makes a great true crime
podcast. Responsible podcasts avoid exploiting tragedy, instead focusing on providing context,
advocating for victims, or highlighting systemic failures. This ethical grounding, combined with
compelling storytelling and rigorous research, elevates a podcast from mere entertainment to a
valuable form of public discourse and awareness.

Investigative Depth and Rigor

The hallmark of the best true crime podcasts now is their commitment to deep investigation. This
involves going beyond the headlines to uncover overlooked details, interview key individuals who
may have been missed by mainstream media, and critically analyze official records. Podcasts that
excel in this area often spend months, if not years, developing a story, demonstrating a dedication to
uncovering the full truth. This investigative depth builds credibility with listeners and provides a
more nuanced understanding of the events being explored.

This rigor extends to how evidence is presented. Rather than making unsubstantiated claims, these
podcasts present findings, discuss conflicting accounts, and allow listeners to weigh the evidence
themselves. This transparent approach fosters trust and encourages critical thinking about the
complexities of criminal justice. The ability to present complicated legal proceedings or forensic
evidence in an accessible, understandable manner is a testament to the podcast's thorough
preparation and expert communication.

Compelling Narrative Structure

A well-crafted narrative is essential for keeping listeners hooked. The best true crime podcasts often
employ sophisticated storytelling techniques. This can include:

e Chronological progression, guiding the listener through events as they unfolded.
e Flashbacks and foreshadowing to build suspense and context.
e Multiple perspectives to offer a multifaceted view of the case.

e The use of sound design and music to enhance the mood and atmosphere.



The ability to weave together disparate pieces of information - interviews, court documents,
historical context, and personal accounts - into a cohesive and emotionally resonant story is what
truly sets a great true crime podcast apart. This narrative drive ensures that even the most complex
cases remain accessible and engaging for a wide audience.

Exploring True Crime Subgenres

The landscape of the best true crime podcasts now is incredibly diverse, catering to a wide range of
listener interests. This variety allows for a more focused exploration of specific types of crime and
their surrounding circumstances. Understanding these subgenres can help new listeners find exactly
what they're looking for.

Unsolved Mysteries and Cold Cases

Podcasts focusing on unsolved mysteries and cold cases tap into our inherent desire for resolution.
They often revisit decades-old disappearances, murders, or perplexing events, presenting new
theories or highlighting overlooked evidence. These shows can be particularly cathartic for the
families of victims, and sometimes, listener engagement can even lead to renewed interest from law
enforcement. The long-term nature of these cases allows for deep dives into historical context and
societal norms of the time.

Serial Killers and Notorious Criminals

This is perhaps the most popular subgenre, delving into the biographies, crimes, and psychological
profiles of infamous murderers. These podcasts often meticulously reconstruct the timeline of their
crimes, explore their backgrounds, and analyze the methods they employed. They offer a chilling
insight into the darker aspects of human psychology, but responsible productions also ensure they
don't glorify the perpetrators, focusing instead on the impact of their actions and the investigative
efforts to bring them to justice.

Cults and Conspiracies

True crime extends beyond individual criminal acts to explore the dynamics of group manipulation
and belief systems gone awry. Podcasts in this category investigate the rise and fall of cults, the
psychological control exerted by leaders, and the devastating consequences for members. Similarly,
investigations into conspiracies often examine how widespread misinformation or elaborate schemes
can lead to significant harm, exploring the societal factors that allow such phenomena to flourish.

The Justice System and Miscarriages of Justice

A critical segment of the best true crime podcasts now focuses on examining the intricacies and
potential flaws within the legal system itself. These shows often highlight cases of wrongful
conviction, police misconduct, or systemic biases that contribute to injustice. By meticulously
dissecting legal proceedings, appeals, and new evidence, these podcasts not only inform listeners



about specific cases but also foster a broader understanding of the challenges and importance of a
fair and equitable justice system. They often advocate for reform and provide a voice for those who
have been failed by the institutions meant to protect them.

The Best Investigative True Crime Podcasts

When seeking out the best true crime podcasts now, listeners often gravitate towards those that
demonstrate exceptional investigative prowess. These shows go above and beyond, offering new
perspectives and uncovering details that might have been missed by initial reporting. They are
characterized by their commitment to thorough research, compelling evidence presentation, and
often, a deep empathy for those affected by the crimes.

"Serial" (Season 1)

While not the newest, the impact of "Serial" Season 1 cannot be overstated. This groundbreaking
podcast reignited interest in the 1999 murder of Baltimore high school student Hae Min Lee and the
conviction of her ex-boyfriend Adnan Syed. Host Sarah Koenig's meticulous investigation, revisiting
evidence and interviewing key players, exposed inconsistencies and raised significant doubts about
the original verdict. Its serialized format, cliffhangers, and journalistic integrity set a new standard
for true crime storytelling and paved the way for many of the shows we see today.

"In the Dark"

This podcast, particularly its first two seasons, is a masterclass in investigative journalism within the
true crime genre. Season 1 focused on the 1989 abduction of Jacob Wetterling and the subsequent
decades-long search for answers, uncovering systemic failures in law enforcement's handling of the
case. Season 2 delved into the corrupt justice system in Louisiana, exposing how prosecutorial
misconduct and racial bias led to the wrongful conviction of Curtis Flowers. "In the Dark" is praised
for its depth, its ethical approach, and its commitment to seeking truth and accountability.

"Someone Knows Something"

Host David Ridgen's approach in "Someone Knows Someone" is deeply personal and community-
driven. Each season tackles a different cold case, often in remote Canadian communities, working
closely with the families of victims to uncover new leads and bring closure. Ridgen's empathetic
interviewing style and his ability to build trust with those involved make for incredibly powerful and
often heartbreaking listening. The podcast’s dedication to unearthing long-buried secrets and
providing a platform for victims’ voices makes it a standout in the field of investigative true crime.

Compelling Serialized True Crime Narratives

Serialized true crime podcasts are designed to be listened to in order, much like a gripping novel or
a television series. This format allows for a deeper immersion into the narrative, building suspense
over multiple episodes and often culminating in a dramatic reveal or a profound reflection on the



case. The best of these shows masterfully weave together complex timelines, character development,
and investigative threads to keep listeners eagerly anticipating each new release.

"S-Town"

While not exclusively a crime podcast, "S-Town" from the creators of "Serial" and "This American
Life" offers a profoundly compelling narrative that touches on themes of murder, deception, and the
complexities of small-town life. The podcast follows John B. McLemore, a horologist and amateur
scientist living in Woodstock, Alabama, as he recounts tales of alleged crime and corruption in his
community. The story takes unexpected turns, revealing the psychological depth of its subjects and
the often-blurry lines between truth and perception. Its unique blend of character study and
investigative journalism makes it unforgettable.

"Up and Vanished"

This podcast, hosted by investigative journalist Payne Lindsey, gained immense popularity by
focusing on the 2005 disappearance of Tara Grinstead in rural Georgia. Lindsey's investigation,
driven by listener tips and his own relentless pursuit of answers, led to significant developments in
the case, including arrests. The serialized nature of "Up and Vanished" allowed listeners to follow
along with the unfolding investigation, making them active participants in the quest for justice. The
podcast’s ability to generate real-world impact is a testament to its engaging narrative and Lindsey's
dedication.

"Dirty John"

The story of John Meehan, a charismatic but dangerous con artist who preys on unsuspecting
women, captured the attention of millions through its podcast and subsequent television adaptation.
"Dirty John" meticulously unravels Meehan's history of manipulation, abuse, and violence, as told by
his victims and those who knew him. The narrative is chillingly effective in portraying how a
charming facade can mask a deeply disturbed individual, and the podcast’s structure keeps listeners
on the edge of their seats as they learn the full, terrifying extent of his actions.

Unique True Crime Storytelling Approaches

Beyond traditional investigative reporting, many podcasts are experimenting with innovative
storytelling methods to explore true crime. These approaches can include fictionalized
reenactments, deep dives into the psychological aspects of crime, or focusing on the societal impact
of specific criminal events. These unique formats offer fresh perspectives and can often reach
audiences in new and impactful ways, pushing the boundaries of what a true crime podcast can be.

"Criminal"

Phoebe Judge hosts "Criminal," a podcast that doesn't focus on a specific crime but rather on the
broader concept of crime and criminals. Each episode explores a different facet of crime, from the



mundane to the shocking, with a focus on the people involved. Judge's calm, measured delivery
provides a unique and thoughtful perspective, often highlighting the humanity or the peculiar
circumstances surrounding each story. It’s an excellent choice for those who appreciate nuanced
storytelling and a different angle on the true crime genre.

“The Dollop"

While primarily a comedy podcast, "The Dollop" frequently delves into historical oddities and true
crime stories with a comedic bent. Co-hosts Dave Anthony and Gareth Reynolds research bizarre and
often disturbing historical events, with Anthony recounting the story and Reynolds reacting with
genuine surprise and humor. This approach, while lighthearted, often brings to light lesser-known
but fascinating true crime cases, offering a unique blend of education and entertainment that stands
out from more serious podcasts.

"Cults"”

From the Parcast network, "Cults" provides an in-depth look at notorious cults throughout history.
Each episode focuses on a specific cult, detailing its origins, its charismatic leader, its beliefs, and
the devastating impact it had on its members. The podcast employs a consistent format, making it
easy to follow, and offers a comprehensive overview of the psychology of cult leadership and
recruitment. It's a vital resource for understanding the darker side of group dynamics and
persuasive manipulation.

How to Discover Your Next Favorite True Crime Podcast

With the sheer volume of true crime content available, finding the perfect podcast can feel
overwhelming. However, several strategies can help you navigate the vast offerings and uncover
those hidden gems that truly resonate with your interests. Focusing on specific criteria and utilizing
available resources can streamline the discovery process and ensure you're always listening to
quality content.

Utilizing Podcast Platforms and Recommendations

Most major podcast platforms, such as Apple Podcasts, Spotify, Google Podcasts, and Stitcher, offer
curated lists and trending sections that frequently feature popular true crime series. These
platforms often use algorithms to suggest podcasts based on your listening history, so the more you
listen to the genre, the better their recommendations will become. Exploring the "True Crime"
category and browsing through featured episodes or series can be a great starting point.

Pay attention to user reviews and ratings. High ratings and positive comments can indicate a well-
produced and engaging podcast. Many platforms also allow you to subscribe to specific shows and
receive notifications for new episodes, helping you stay up-to-date with your favorites. Don't be
afraid to sample a few episodes from different podcasts before committing to a full series.



Seeking Recommendations from Communities and Friends

Online communities, such as Reddit's r/TrueCrimePodcasts, are invaluable resources for finding
recommendations from fellow enthusiasts. These forums are often filled with detailed discussions,
reviews, and active threads where users share their favorite shows and ask for suggestions.
Engaging with these communities can expose you to podcasts you might never have found
otherwise, including niche or independent productions that offer a unique perspective.

Personal recommendations from friends or family who share your interest in true crime can also be
incredibly effective. Word-of-mouth is a powerful tool, and someone whose taste you trust can often
point you toward podcasts that align perfectly with your preferences. Discussing what you enjoy
about certain podcasts can also help them pinpoint shows that will capture your attention.

The Future of True Crime Podcasting

The evolution of the best true crime podcasts now shows no signs of slowing down. As technology
advances and listener expectations grow, we can anticipate further innovations in content creation
and delivery. The genre is likely to become even more diverse, exploring new storytelling formats
and ethical considerations with greater depth. The impact of true crime podcasts on real-world
investigations and social awareness will also continue to be a significant aspect of their future.

Interactive elements, such as companion websites with evidence galleries or forums for listener
discussion, may become more integrated. The use of advanced audio technologies, like spatial audio,
could further enhance the immersive experience of listening to these compelling narratives.
Furthermore, as the public becomes more aware of the ethical implications of true crime
storytelling, podcasts will likely continue to prioritize victim advocacy, responsible reporting, and a
commitment to seeking justice and understanding.

Ethical Considerations and Victim Advocacy

As the true crime genre matures, there is an increasing emphasis on ethical storytelling and robust
victim advocacy. The future will likely see more podcasts actively engaging with victims' families,
ensuring their stories are told with respect and dignity. This includes giving them a voice in the
narrative, seeking their consent where appropriate, and avoiding sensationalism that exploits their
trauma. The focus will continue to shift towards informing, educating, and potentially contributing to
positive change within the justice system, rather than simply recounting gruesome details.

This heightened awareness also means that podcasts will need to be transparent about their
research methods, acknowledge potential biases, and clearly distinguish between established facts
and speculation. The responsibility to report accurately and avoid contributing to the re-
traumatization of victims or their loved ones will be paramount, shaping how future true crime
narratives are developed and presented to a discerning audience.

Technological Advancements in Audio Storytelling

The future of true crime podcasting will undoubtedly be shaped by emerging audio technologies.
Innovations such as immersive sound design, virtual reality integration for visual elements, and even
Al-assisted narrative generation could offer new ways to experience these stories. The goal will be to
create an even more compelling and engaging listening experience, drawing audiences deeper into



the narrative and the emotional landscape of the cases being explored.

Furthermore, the development of sophisticated platforms for interactive storytelling could allow
listeners to explore evidence, timelines, and character profiles directly within the podcast app. This
could transform passive listening into an active investigative experience, fostering a greater sense of
participation and understanding. As technology evolves, so too will the creative possibilities for
presenting true crime narratives, making the genre more dynamic and impactful than ever before.

Increased Focus on Social Impact and Reform

A significant trend in the evolution of the best true crime podcasts now is their growing capacity to
drive social change and advocate for reform within the justice system. Podcasts that meticulously
highlight systemic flaws, wrongful convictions, or overlooked evidence are increasingly becoming
catalysts for renewed investigations, policy reviews, and even the exoneration of innocent
individuals. This focus on tangible outcomes elevates the genre beyond mere entertainment,
positioning it as a powerful tool for accountability and progress.

The future will likely see more collaborations between podcasters, legal advocacy groups, and
investigative journalists. This synergy will amplify their collective voice, enabling them to tackle
more complex and significant issues. By bringing overlooked cases to the forefront and shedding
light on the human cost of errors within the justice system, these podcasts will continue to play a
vital role in pushing for a more just and equitable society, demonstrating that compelling audio
narratives can indeed have a profound real-world impact.

Q: What are the most popular true crime podcasts right now?

A: The most popular true crime podcasts often include a mix of long-standing favorites and newer
critically acclaimed series. Shows like "Serial," "In the Dark," "Someone Knows Something," and
"Criminal" are consistently popular due to their investigative depth and compelling storytelling.
Newer series that gain traction often focus on recent cases or explore unique narrative angles within
the genre.

Q: How can I find new true crime podcasts to listen to?

A: You can find new true crime podcasts by exploring the "True Crime" categories on podcast apps
like Apple Podcasts, Spotify, and Google Podcasts, which often feature trending or recommended
shows. Online communities such as Reddit's r/TrueCrimePodcasts are excellent for user-generated
recommendations. Additionally, asking friends or checking out "best of" lists from reputable media
outlets can lead you to hidden gems.

Q: Are there any true crime podcasts that focus on solving
cases?

A: Yes, many true crime podcasts are dedicated to solving cases or bringing attention to unsolved
mysteries. Podcasts like "Up and Vanished" have actively pursued leads that have led to arrests.
Others, such as "Someone Knows Something," work closely with families and communities to
uncover new information and bring closure to cold cases. The audience engagement these podcasts
foster can sometimes provide crucial tips to investigators.



Q: What makes a true crime podcast different from a true
crime documentary?

A: True crime podcasts offer a more intimate and often more in-depth exploration of cases through
audio storytelling. While documentaries rely on visual elements and interviews, podcasts use
narration, sound design, and extensive interviews to build a narrative that listeners can engage with
during their daily activities. Podcasts often have the luxury of time to delve into complex details over
multiple episodes, fostering a different kind of audience immersion.

Q: Is it ethical to listen to true crime podcasts?

A: The ethics of listening to true crime podcasts are a subject of ongoing discussion. While many
podcasts are produced with respect for victims and a desire to shed light on injustice, concerns exist
about sensationalism and the potential for exploitation. Listeners can approach the genre ethically
by choosing well-researched, respectful podcasts that prioritize victim advocacy and avoid glorifying
perpetrators. Understanding the impact on victims' families is also crucial.

Q: What are some true crime podcasts that delve into the
psychology of criminals?

A: Podcasts like "Mindhunter" (though based on fiction inspired by real FBI work), "Cults," and many
serial killer-focused shows often explore the psychological profiles of criminals. They aim to
understand the motivations, behaviors, and thought processes that lead individuals to commit
heinous acts. These podcasts often feature insights from psychologists, former investigators, and
profilers.

Q: Are there true crime podcasts that focus on historical
crimes?

A: Absolutely. Many true crime podcasts delve into historical crimes, offering a fascinating look at
criminal activity from different eras. Shows like "The Dollop" often cover bizarre historical events
including crimes, and other podcasts specifically focus on notorious historical cases, examining how
societal norms, forensic science, and investigative techniques have evolved over time.

Q: What's the difference between a serialized true crime
podcast and an episodic one?

A: A serialized true crime podcast tells a single story over multiple episodes, requiring listeners to
follow in order to understand the full narrative, much like a TV series. An episodic true crime
podcast, on the other hand, typically covers a different case or topic in each individual episode,
allowing listeners to jump in at any point without missing crucial context for a specific story.
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best true crime podcasts now: The Best New True Crime Stories: Partners in Crime
Mitzi Szereto, 2022-01-18 A true crime anthology exploring the dangerous side of romance—with
couples who bonded over murder, mayhem and more. What brings criminal couples together? And
what drives them apart? This volume of The Best New True Crime Stories attempts to answer these
questions with a deep dive into true tales of lawless love. Everyone’s heard of Bonnie and Clyde, but
the annals of crime history are full of dysfunctional duos whose deadly escapades are equally
enthralling. Featuring contributions from an international list of award-winning crime writers,
journalists, and experts in the dark crimes field, The Best New True Crime Stories: Partners in
Crime is a must-read for any true crime afficionado. Because when love goes wrong, there’s never a
dull moment.

best true crime podcasts now: Entertainment, Journalism, and Advocacy Lindsey A.
Sherrill, 2023-02-13 In this book, Lindsey A. Sherrill explores the exponential growth of true crime
podcasting, including the role of the ubiquitous Serial podcast in the growth of the industry. Using
both demographic population analysis and interviews with podcast hosts and producers, Sherill
demonstrates that true crime podcasts exist as hybrid organizations, with diverse goals ranging from
entertainment to criminal justice reform advocacy to journalistic inquiry. These competing
motivations of podcast producers are explored, along with the ethical quandaries that emerge in the
process of telling true crime stories. Sherrill traces true crime podcasting back to the infancy of the
medium and examines the influences, innovations, and events that created the true crime podcast
ecosystem, as well as its influence on real cases in the United States. Scholars of communication,
sociology, and media studies will find this book of particular interest.

best true crime podcasts now: Trial by Media Lieve Gies, 2025-02-24 This edited collection
brings together scholars from criminology, law, media and communication studies, politics and
linguistics to consider the different meanings and dimensions of trial by media. Trial by media
remains an under-researched and under-conceptualised phenomenon. This book sheds new light on
the complex and evolving interfaces between courts, media and justice. It features original analysis
of high-profile cases of media trials including Nicola Bulley (UK), Lindy Chamberlain (Australia),
Chris Dawson (Australia), Sanda Dia (Belgium), Dragan Vasiljkovi¢ (Australia) and Roman Zadorov
(Israel). Acknowledging the risks and benefits of heightened media scrutiny of the criminal justice
system, the book challenges the notion that trial by media is invariably incompatible with the
requirements of natural justice. It also foregrounds ways in which media trials routinely occur in the
absence of a legal trial, arguing that there is a need to broaden and rethink the concept of trial by
media. The book reflects on the enduring significance of legacy media for public perceptions of the
law and the disruptive impact associated with digital media. Furthermore, the collection considers
the implications of trial by media for the integrity of court proceedings and the protection of human
rights. It offers an assessment of the potential demise of court reporting and its traditional bridging
function between courts and public opinion.

best true crime podcasts now: The Best New True Crime Stories: Small Towns Mitzi Szereto,
2020-07-14 Small Town Charm With Deadly Consequences “In her new true crime book, and the
second in her original series, acclaimed author and anthology editor Mitzi Szereto shows us that the
real monsters aren’t hiding in the woods: they’re in our towns.” —January Magazine #1 Bestseller in
Heists & Robberies and Forensic Psychology A collection of non-fiction accounts by international
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writers and experts on small town true crime shows readers that the real monsters aren’t hiding in
the woods, they’re inside our towns. Small towns aren’t always what they seem. We’ve been told
nothing bad happens in small towns. You can leave your doors unlocked, and your windows wide
open. We picture peaceful hamlets with a strong sense of community, and everyone knows each
other. But what if this wholesome idyllic image doesn’t always square with reality? Small towns
might look and feel safe, but statistics show this isn’t really true. Tiny town, big crime. Whether in
Truman Capote’s detailed murder of the Clutter family or Ted Bundy’s small-town charm, criminals
have always roamed rural America and towns worldwide. Featuring murder stories, criminal case
studies, and more, The Best New True Crime Stories: Small Townscontains all-new accounts from
writers of true crime, crime journalism, and crime fiction. And these entries are not based on a true
story—they are true stories. Edited by acclaimed author and anthologist Mitzi Szereto, the stories in
this volume span the globe. Discover how unsolved murders, kidnapping, shooting sprees, violent
robbery, and other bad things can and do happen in small towns all over the world. If you enjoyed
Mitzi's last book in the series, The Best New True Crime Stories: Serial Killers, and true crime books
like In Cold Blood, Murder in the Bayou, and The Innocent Man, then you’ll love The Best New True
Crime Stories: Small Towns. THE BEST NEW TRUE CRIME STORIES: SMALL TOWNS Contributors
include Alexandra Burt, Christian Cipollini, Edward Butts, Deirdre Pirro, and Tom Larsen.

best true crime podcasts now: The Best True Crime Stories of the Year 2025 Douglas
Preston, 2025-10-14 Bestselling author Douglas Preston selects the best true crime writing from the
past year, aided by series editor Pete Crooks, to produce an eclectic collection of intriguing,
mysterious, and exciting true tales. This inaugural edition of what will be a yearly collection offers a
fascinating variety of essays and crime reporting, taken from regional, national, and international
publications. The stories range from reports of homicide at a Toronto massage parlor to blackmail
and murder-for-hire in Austin, Texas to an unusual murder weapon in rural Minnesota. Other stories
examine controversial rehabilitation techniques for sexual criminals and explore the phenomenon of
victims’ relatives appearing as guests at true crime conventions. A must-read for anyone interested
in true crime, The Best True Crime Stories of the Year 2025 takes the pulse of this increasingly
popular genre.

best true crime podcasts now: Where Are the Children Now? Mary Higgins Clark, Alafair
Burke, 2023-04-18 The legacy of the “Queen of Suspense” continues with the highly anticipated
follow-up to Mary Higgins Clark’s iconic novel Where Are the Children?, featuring the children of
Nancy Harmon, facing peril once again as adults. Of the fifty-six bestsellers the “Queen of Suspense”
Mary Higgins Clark published in her lifetime, Where Are the Children? was her biggest, selling
millions of copies and forever transforming the genre of suspense fiction. In that story, a young
California mother named Nancy Harmon was convicted of murdering her two children. Though
released on a technicality, she was abandoned by her husband and became such a pariah in the
media that she was forced to move across the country to Cape Cod, change her identity and
appearance, and start a new life. Years later her two children from a second marriage, Mike and
Melissa, would go missing, and Nancy yet again became the prime suspect—but this time, Nancy
was able to confront the secrets buried in her past and rescue her kids from a dangerous predator.
Now, more than four decades since readers first met Nancy and her children, comes the thrilling
sequel to the groundbreaking book that set the stage for future generations of psychological
suspense novels. A lawyer turned successful podcaster, Melissa has recently married a man whose
first wife died tragically, leaving him and their young daughter, Riley, behind. While Melissa and her
brother, Mike, help their mom, Nancy, relocate from Cape Cod to the equally idyllic Hamptons,
Melissa’s new stepdaughter goes missing. Drawing on the experience of their own abduction,
Melissa and Mike race to find Riley to save her from the trauma they still struggle with—or worse.
Just like the original, Where Are the Children Now? keeps you guessing and holding your breath
until the very last page.

best true crime podcasts now: The Distant Dead Lesley Thomson, 2021-05-13 A woman lies
dead in a bombed-out house. A tragic casualty of the Blitz? Or something more sinister? Sixty years



later, the detective's daughter unearths the truth... From the #1 bestselling author of The
Detective's Daughter. LONDON, 1940 Several neighbours heard the scream of the woman in the
bombed-out house. One told the detective she thought the lady had seen a mouse. Another said it
wasn't his business what went on behind closed doors. None of them imagined that a trusting young
woman was being strangled by her lover. TEWKESBURY, 2020 Beneath the vast stone arches of
Tewkesbury Abbey, a man lies bleeding, close to death. He is the creator of a true-crime podcast
which now will never air. He was investigating the murder of a 1940s police pathologist - had he
come closer to the truth than he realised? Stella Darnell has moved to Tewkesbury to escape from
death, not to court it. But when this man dies in her arms, Stella, impelled to root out evil when she
finds it, becomes determined to hunt down his killer and to bring the secrets he was searching for
into the light... Praise for The Detective's Daughter series: 'Lesley Thomson gets better and better'
Ian Rankin 'Cunningly plotted' Mick Herron 'One of the most original characters in British crime
fiction... Thomson's plots are original and she draws her characters with genuine affection' Sunday
Times 'In the best traditions of the classic whodunnit, this is Midsomer Murders for grown-ups' Jake
Kerridge, Sunday Express 'Gloriously well-written... Thomson creates a rich and sinister world that
is utterly unique' William Shaw

best true crime podcasts now: A Crisis Is a Terrible Thing to Waste Kelly Sullivan Walden,
2023-01-17 Bestselling author, hypnotherapist, and dream expert Kelly Sullivan Walden shares her
four-step OGLE process in a humorous self-help memoir. Kelly teaches us how to shift our
perspectives on tragedy and helps us look for the magic that can shine within some of our darkness
moments. Recoveries from heartbreaks and misfortune can be debilitating. In A Crisis Is a Terrible
Thing to Waste, Kelly Sullivan Walden (aka the Dream Doctor) shares her own history of healing
with therapy, shamans, gurus, 12-step programs, and her twenty-five years of working with clients
as a dream therapist and encourages us to alchemize these challenges into a philosophy of strength,
forgiveness, and personal transformation. From a hot-air balloon crash in a wildlife refuge to a
near-death experience on her fortieth birthday, Walden divulges both her own larger-than-life
misadventures and debilitating losses alongside eye-opening stories from her clients and friends.
Complete with healthy helpings of wisdom and humor, she flips the script with her four-step OGLE
method and transforms the tragic into magic, a method designed to cut years off the recovery
process and help turn suffering into optimism. With this book in hand, you’ll find your way back to
your inner heaven, even when all hell is breaking loose. Guided by Kelly’s wisdom and wit, you, too,
can transform your life’s unexpected tragedies and mishaps into magical journeys of self-exploration,
love, and badassery.

best true crime podcasts now: Live Your Best Lie (Volume 1) Jessie Weaver, 2023-01-24
Sometimes the prettiest Instagram feeds mask the darkest, and bloodiest, secrets. Social media
influencer Summer Cartwright leads a very charmed life: millions of followers, the hottest designer
and vintage clothes at her fingertips, a newly minted book deal, the coolest friends, and, until
recently, the hottest boyfriend at her uber-elite prep school. Every moment of her life has been
carefully planned and cultivated to complement her imperfectly perfect social media persona. She is
truly #LivingHerBestLife. But when Summer goes missing during her annual Halloween party and
then an unscheduled post appears on her feed stating that she'll be dead within the next five
minutes, those closest to Summer know something isn't quite right—or on-brand. Grace, Summer's
camera-shy best friend; Adam, Summer's gamer ex-boyfriend; Laney, Summer's moody camp
roommate; and Cora, an influencer wannabe, all decide to investigate. And when they come upon
Summer's lifeless body, they soon realize that no filter is strong enough to mask the lies we tell
ourselves. Told in multiple POVs interspersed with social media posts and flashbacks, Live Your Best
Lie has twists and turns that will keep readers turning the page and no one will be able to guess the
ending.

best true crime podcasts now: The Routledge Handbook of Digital Sport Management
Michael L. Naraine, Ted Hayduk III, Jason P. Doyle, 2022-12-01 The Routledge Handbook of Digital
Sport Management provides students, researchers, and practitioners with a contemporary roadmap



of the impact of digital technologies in sport management, at all levels and in all sectors, in a global
context. Divided into three sections addressing digital transformations, digital tools, and emerging
digital issues, this book explores the impact of digital technology in the core functional areas of
sport management, such as sponsorship, event management, and human resources. It introduces
essential digital innovations such as esports, social media, VR, wearables, analytics, and artificial
intelligence, and examines the debates and issues that are likely to shape and transform sport
business over the next decade. The only book to survey the full sweep of digital sport management,
this book is an essential reference for all serious students of sport business and management, any
researcher working in the nexus of sport business and digital, and all managers, policy-makers or
associated professionals working in the sport industry.

best true crime podcasts now: Innocent or Guilty? A. M. Taylor, 2019-09-28 A gripping
psychological thriller full of twists and turns!

best true crime podcasts now: Women in True Crime Media Jen Erdman, 2022-11-11 While
many people think true crime is a new phenomenon, Americans have been obsessed with the genre
for over a century, and popular culture continuously tries to cash in. The names of infamous serial
killers are well-known, but the identities of their often-female victims are frequently lost to history.
This text flips the script and focuses on the women to keep their identities known and remembered.
This is the first book to examine how popular culture has mistreated women as both perpetrators
and victims of crime, covering a hundred-year span from 1920 to 2020. Detailed is popular culture's
interest in true crime and how women in true crime documentation have largely been sexualized and
victim-blamed over the decades.

best true crime podcasts now: The Best American Newspaper Narratives, Volume 10 Gayle
Reaves, 2023-09-15 This anthology collects the ten winners of the 2022 Best American Newspaper
Narrative Writing Contest at UNT’s Mayborn Literary Nonfiction Conference. First place winner:
Jason Fagone, “The Jessica Simulation: Love and Loss in the Age of A.L.,” about one man’s attempt to
still communicate with his dead fiancée (San Francisco Chronicle). Second place: Jenna Russell,
Penelope Overton, and David Abel, “The Lobster Trap” (The Boston Globe and Portland Press
Herald). Third place: Jada Yuan, “Discovering Dr. Wu” (The Washington Post). Runners-up include
Lane DeGregory, “Who Wants to Be a Cop? (Tampa Bay Times); Christopher Goffard, “The Trials of
Frank Carson” (Los Angeles Times); Evan Allen, “Under the Wheel” (The Boston Globe); Mark
Johnson, “A Wisconsin Mom Gave Birth in a COVID-19 Coma before Slipping to the Brink of Death”
(Milwaukee Journal Sentinel); Annie Gowen, “A Dance, Not a War” (The Washington Post); Peter
Jamison, “They’d Battled Addiction Together. Then Lockdowns became a ‘Recipe for Death’” (The
Washington Post); and Douglas Perry, “The Obsession” (The Oregonian / Oregon Live).

best true crime podcasts now: Dangerous Fictions Lyta Gold, 2024-10-29 In a political
moment when social panics over literature are at their peak, Dangerous Fictions is a
mind-expanding treatise on the nature of fictional stories as cultural battlegrounds for power.
Fictional stories have long held an uncanny power over hearts and minds, especially those of young
people. In Dangerous Fictions, Lyta Gold traces arguments both historical and contemporary that
have labeled fiction as dark, immoral, frightening, or poisonous. Within each she asks: How
“dangerous” is fiction, really? And what about it provokes waves of moral panic and even
censorship? Gold argues that any panic about art is largely a disguised panic about power. There
have been versions of these same fights over fiction for centuries. By exposing fiction as a social
danger and a battleground of immediate public concern, we can see what each side really
wants—the right to shape the future of a world deeply in flux and a distraction from more pressing
material concerns about money, access, and the hard work of politics. From novels about people
driven insane by reading novels to “copaganda” TV shows that influence how viewers regard the
police, Gold uses her signature wit, research, and fearless commentary to point readers toward a
more substantial question: Fiction may be dangerous to us, but aren’t we also dangerous to it?

best true crime podcasts now: The Ex-Girlfriend Murder Club Gloria Chao, 2025-06-24 In
this laugh-out-loud murder mystery, three women dating the same man band together to get




revenge, but when they discover his body, they'll need to solve his murder before they go down for
it. The body in the closet was going to be a problem. Kathryn Hu knew it. Yes, Tucker Jones was a
cheating scumbag, and yes, she’d agreed to meet Olivia and Elle—Tucker’s other girlfriends—to
exact revenge for all he’d put them through... But then they found him. Dead. Do they look guilty?
Yes. Do they feel guilty for having wished him dead just hours before? Maybe a little. But—solid
motive and a crime scene covered in their DNA aside—they’re innocent. They swear. To clear their
names, Kat, Olivia, and Elle team up to find the real killer. But as they go undercover and lie to
everyone, including the hot detective working the case, they realize that every person in their ex's
life had a reason to want him dead. Will they uncover the truth before they go down for a murder
they didn't commit? Filled with humor and shenanigans, The Ex-Girlfriend Murder Club is a romp of
an adventure by award-winning author Gloria Chao, perfect for fans of Dial A for Aunties, Finlay
Donovan Is Killing It and John Tucker Must Die. What you can expect in THE EX-GIRLFRIEND
MURDER CLUB: Cozy Murder Mystery Full of Shenanigans Over-the-top Humor Amateur Sleuths
Unlikely Female Friendships John Tucker Must Die meets Dial A for Aunties

best true crime podcasts now: Devante: A Hot EMT, New In Town Romance Laramie
Briscoe, 2021-10-29 Enjoy the sixth book in the Laurel Springs Emergency Response Series. A
small-town, sexy law-enforcement series from USA Today and Wallstreet Journal Bestselling Author,
Laramie Briscoe. Trust Laramie Briscoe to provide engaging characters in a well-built world I want
to revisit again and again.ECarly Phillips, NY Times bestselling author. Sometimes home finds us
when we arenOt lookingE Devante Soles Laurel Springs was nothing more than a dot on the map
when I decided I needed a change from the fast pace of Atlanta. IOm more surprised than anyone
else when I look around one day and realize I have friends who have become family, a city thatOs
become a home, and a girl who's decided to make me believe in love. Unlike me though, her past has
followed her here. A community that I once never thought I0d have, comes together with me to save
her. Eden Murphy Chicago wasnOt for me. The bright lights, the embezzlement I should know
nothing about, and the made man who changed everything - it all contributed to me leaving. I never
felt safe there. Little Laurel Springs though? ItOs everything I hoped it would be and more. My
coffee shop, A Whole Latte Love, isnOt doing well, but IOm close to turning a profit. And Devante?
Well heOs more than I ever could have asked for. But Mario? HeOs the one I didnOt count on
coming back and demanding what I tookE Devante & Eden's love story is perfect for readers who
love small town romance, hotshot police officers, alpha heroes, smart sassy heroines, friends to
lovers, happily ever after, slow burn, emotional romance with plenty of swoon. Search Terms:
contemporary romance books, adoption, romance series, new adult romance, romantic suspense,
contemporary romance, beach reads, romance novels free, romance books, alpha male, age gap,
southern romance, first responder romance, alpha male, secret baby, emotional reads, Alabama,
sexy, friends to lovers For fans of: Lani Lynn Vale, Brittany Sahin, Susan Stoker, A.K. Evans, Freya
Barker, Victoria Paige, Abbie Zanders, Marie Force, Carrie Ann Ryan, Kristen Ashley, Chelle Bliss,
Dale Meyer, Catherine Cowles, Aurora Rose Reynolds

best true crime podcasts now: Better Than Revenge Kasie West, 2024-12-31 A swoony new
romance from the author of Sunkissed! When her football-player boyfriend and now ex lands the
podcast job she’s been dreaming of, a girl takes matters into her own hands by enlisting the help of
his nemesis to get revenge. Seventeen-year-old Finley has only ever had one goal: to become a
famous podcaster. This includes coming up with the perfect pitch to land her on her school's podcast
team. But when her football-obsessed boyfriend, Jensen, decides to also try out—and uses her
idea—she's left confused and betrayed. Determined to get back at him, Finley and her friends try to
find the perfect revenge scheme, but quickly discover that Jensen is almost-impossible to best.
Keyword, almost. Includes an author Q&A! By chance, Finley discovers a knack for kicking and
decides to take Jensen's spot on the football team. To help her train, she recruits Jensen's cute but
conceited nemeses, Theo. Soon the two discover that their connection runs deeper than football. But
Finley can't let herself get distracted, and Theo has secrets of his own. Is true love really better than
the perfect revenge?



best true crime podcasts now: Signs of the Times: Dawkins, the Pope, and UFOs Richie
Cooley, 2019-10-13 From Christian heresy to signs in the sky, a lot of eschatological events are
coming to pass. This booklet discusses some of these current news items in light of Bible prophecy.

best true crime podcasts now: The Other Side of Disappearing Kate Clayborn, 2024-03-26
From the acclaimed author of Georgie, All Along and Love Lettering, a pitch-perfect, radiantly
transporting love story about an unexpected road trip, true crime obsessions, and hard won
vulnerability... “Poignant, observant, tender, and deeply romantic. Clayborn takes what she does
best and goes deeper, deftly braiding mystery and family drama with an absorbing romance in her
trademark lyrical voice. This book is everything.”—CHRISTINA LAUREN, New York Times
bestselling authors of The True Love Experiment Hairstylist Jess Greene has spent the last decade
raising her younger half-sister, Tegan—and keeping a shocking secret. Ever since their reckless
mother ran off with a boyfriend she’d known only a few months, Jess has been aware that he’s the
same accomplished con man who was the subject of a wildly popular podcast, The Last Con of
Lynton Baltimore. Now thirty-one, Jess didn’t bargain on Tegan eventually piecing together the
connection for herself. But Tegan plans to do exactly what Jess has always feared—leave their safe,
stable home to search for their mother—and she’ll be accompanied by the prying podcast host and
her watchful, handsome producer, Adam Hawkins. Unwilling to let the sister she’s spent so much of
her life protecting go it alone, Jess reluctantly joins them. Together, the four make their way across
the country, unraveling the mystery of where the couple disappeared to and why. But soon Jess is
discovering other things too. Like a renewed sense of vulnerability and curiosity, and a willingness
to expand beyond the walls she’s so carefully built. And in Adam, she finds an unexpected
connection she didn’t even know was missing, if only she can let go and let him in . . .

best true crime podcasts now: NPR's Podcast Start Up Guide Glen Weldon, 2024-06-04
From NPR comes the definitive guide to podcasting—featuring step-by-step advice on how to find a
unique topic, tell the best stories, and engage the most listeners, as well as the secrets that will take
your pod to the next level. Whoever you are, whatever you love, there’s a podcast audience waiting
for you, and in today’s booming audio storytelling landscape, it’s never been easier to share your
voice with the world. But while the barrier to entry for podcast production is relatively low (just the
cost of a mic and a laptop), the learning curve is steep—and quality matters. That’s where NPR
comes in. In NPR’s Podcast Start Up Guide, Glen Weldon draws on NPR’s extensive educational
materials and army of talent—from recognizable hosts, such as Guy Raz (How I Built This), Gene
Demby (Code Switch), Linda Holmes (Pop Culture Happy Hour), and Yowei Shaw (Invisibilia), to
indispensable behind-the-scenes players, such as producers, engineers, and editors—to guide
aspiring podcasters through the conception, creation, and launch of a podcast. Part master class,
part candid informational interview with the best in the business, this book is a must-read for anyone
who wants to make their dream of starting a podcast a reality.
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