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The Next Horizon: Unveiling the Best Open World PS5 Games 2025

best open world ps5 games 2025 promises a breathtaking array of expansive digital realms for
PlayStation 5 owners to explore. As the console matures and developers fully leverage its power, the
landscape of open-world gaming is set to evolve dramatically. This article delves into the highly
anticipated titles and established masterpieces that define the pinnacle of open-world experiences
on PS5, catering to diverse tastes from epic fantasy quests to gritty urban explorations. We will
examine what makes these games stand out, their unique gameplay mechanics, and the sheer
immersive quality they offer. Prepare to embark on unforgettable journeys with our comprehensive
guide to the best open world PS5 games hitting their stride in 2025 and beyond.
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Introduction to Open World Gaming on PS5

The PlayStation 5 has ushered in a new era of gaming, and its capabilities are perhaps most vividly
showcased in the realm of open-world titles. These games offer unparalleled freedom, allowing
players to chart their own course through vast, intricately designed environments. The sheer scope
and detail of these virtual worlds, coupled with the power of the PS5's hardware, create experiences
that are not only visually stunning but also deeply immersive and engaging.

Highly Anticipated Open World PS5 Games for 2025

As we look towards 2025, the anticipation for new open-world adventures on the PlayStation 5 is
palpable. Developers are pushing the boundaries of what's possible, promising innovative gameplay



and breathtaking worlds that will capture players' imaginations. Several titles are poised to define
the next wave of open-world excellence.

Elden Ring: Shadow of the Erdtree

While Elden Ring launched prior to 2025, its upcoming expansion, "Shadow of the Erdtree," is
poised to redefine open-world exploration and challenge for the year. This downloadable content
promises to add a vast new continent to the Lands Between, teeming with new enemies, lore, and
secrets to uncover. Fans of the Souls-like genre and expansive open worlds have been eagerly
awaiting this addition, which is expected to deliver the same level of intricate design and demanding
gameplay that made the base game a phenomenon. The interconnectedness of the world, the rich
environmental storytelling, and the sheer freedom to approach challenges in multiple ways will
undoubtedly make it a cornerstone of the best open world PS5 games 2025 discussion.

Star Wars Outlaws

Set between the events of "The Empire Strikes Back" and "Return of the Jedi," Star Wars Outlaws
invites players to experience the Outer Rim like never before. Players will step into the boots of Kay
Vess, a scoundrel seeking freedom and fortune. This game promises a truly open-world Star Wars
experience, allowing players to explore diverse planets, engage in daring heists, and build a
reputation across the criminal underworld. The focus on a lived-in galaxy, with distinct factions and
dynamic events, suggests a game that prioritizes player agency and emergent storytelling, making it
a strong contender for one of the best open world PS5 games 2025.

Project Awakening (Hypothetical)

While still speculative and unconfirmed for a 2025 release, the potential for new, ambitious open-
world IPs on the PS5 is immense. Developers are constantly exploring new frontiers, and a
hypothetical "Project Awakening" could represent a leap forward in open-world design. Imagine a
game that combines cutting-edge graphics with a truly emergent narrative, where player actions
have tangible consequences on a living, breathing world. Such a title, if realized, would undoubtedly
be a benchmark for future open-world experiences, offering deep exploration, compelling
characters, and a sense of genuine discovery.

Continuing Dominance: Established Open World PS5
Gems

Beyond the new releases, several established open-world titles on the PS5 continue to offer
unparalleled experiences, proving their longevity and enduring appeal. These games have set a high
bar and remain essential plays for any open-world enthusiast.



Marvel's Spider-Man 2

Insomniac Games has once again delivered a masterclass in open-world design with Marvel's Spider-
Man 2. This sequel expands the already beloved New York City with new boroughs to swing through
and introduces the thrilling ability to play as both Peter Parker and Miles Morales. The seamless
traversal, combined with a compelling narrative, dynamic combat, and a wealth of side content,
makes traversing the city an absolute joy. The PS5's power allows for incredible visual detail and
fast loading times, ensuring that the open-world experience is always fluid and exciting. Its blend of
superhero fantasy and accessible open-world mechanics solidifies its place as one of the best open
world PS5 games.

Grand Theft Auto V (with PS5 Enhancements)

Even years after its initial release, Grand Theft Auto V remains a titan in the open-world genre,
especially with its refined PS5 version. Los Santos is a meticulously crafted sandbox that continues
to offer an almost endless supply of activities, from story-driven missions to spontaneous chaos. The
PS5 enhancements bring improved visuals, faster loading, and adaptive trigger feedback, making
the already impressive world feel even more alive and responsive. The sheer depth of content,
coupled with the ever-evolving GTA Online, ensures that players can spend hundreds of hours
exploring and interacting with its dynamic urban environment.

Horizon Forbidden West

Guerrilla Games' Horizon Forbidden West builds upon the already stunning foundation of its
predecessor, offering a vast and visually spectacular post-apocalyptic America. Aloy's journey takes
her through diverse biomes, from lush jungles to arid deserts, all populated by breathtaking robotic
creatures. The game excels in its environmental storytelling, deep lore, and satisfying combat
mechanics. The sheer scale of the world, combined with the intricate detail in its flora, fauna, and
tribal cultures, makes exploration incredibly rewarding. Its rich narrative and the continuous
discovery of ancient secrets cement its status as a must-play open world title.

The Witcher 3: Wild Hunt (Complete Edition)

While not a new release, The Witcher 3: Wild Hunt, with its comprehensive PS5 Complete Edition,
remains an absolute benchmark for open-world RPGs. The Continent is a sprawling, mature fantasy
world filled with complex characters, morally ambiguous quests, and breathtaking landscapes. The
PS5 version boasts significant graphical upgrades and performance improvements, making Geralt's
adventures more immersive than ever. The sheer amount of high-quality content, from main story
arcs to intricate side quests, provides hundreds of hours of engaging gameplay, offering a deep and
satisfying open-world experience that continues to captivate players.



Key Features of Top Open World PS5 Titles

The defining characteristic of the best open world PS5 games is their ability to create a sense of
presence and immersion that pulls players into their worlds. This is achieved through a combination
of technological advancements and expert game design.

Unprecedented Visual Fidelity and Immersion

The PS5's powerful hardware allows for graphical fidelity that was previously unimaginable. Ray
tracing, higher resolutions, and incredibly detailed textures bring open worlds to life with stunning
realism. From the glistening rain on a city street to the intricate details of a mythical creature, these
visual enhancements create a deeper sense of immersion, making players feel like they are truly
present in these digital realms. The advanced lighting and shadow systems contribute significantly
to the atmosphere and realism of these expansive environments.

Dynamic and Reactive Game Worlds

The most compelling open worlds feel alive and responsive to player actions. The best games feature
dynamic weather systems, day/night cycles, and NPC routines that create a believable ecosystem.
Furthermore, player choices and actions often have tangible consequences, influencing the
narrative, the environment, and the interactions with characters. This reactivity fosters a sense of
agency and makes each playthrough feel unique and personal, contributing to the longevity and
replayability of these titles.

Deep Character Progression and Meaningful Choices

At the heart of many great open-world games lies a robust character progression system and a
narrative that allows for meaningful player choices. Whether it's developing combat skills, acquiring
new abilities, or shaping a character's moral compass, players feel a sense of growth and
accomplishment. Choices that impact the story, leading to different outcomes or relationships,
further enhance player investment and the overall impact of the open-world experience. This depth
ensures that players are not just passively experiencing a world, but actively shaping their journey
within it.

Seamless Exploration and Engaging Gameplay Loops

The ability to explore a vast world without interruption is crucial. Fast loading times, smooth
transitions between areas, and intuitive traversal mechanics ensure that exploration is always a
pleasure. Beyond exploration, the best open-world games offer engaging gameplay loops that
combine combat, puzzle-solving, crafting, and narrative progression in a way that feels cohesive and
rewarding. These interconnected activities provide constant motivation and prevent the player from



ever feeling bored or unchallenged. The careful balance of these elements is what elevates a good
open-world game to greatness.

Choosing Your Next Open World Adventure

With such a rich and diverse selection of open-world games available and on the horizon for the PS5,
choosing your next adventure can be an exciting endeavor. Whether you crave the challenge of
challenging combat and intricate lore, the thrill of a superhero fantasy, or the freedom to forge your
own path in a vast, reactive universe, the best open world PS5 games 2025 and beyond have
something extraordinary to offer every player. Consider what aspects of open-world gaming appeal
to you most - be it story-driven narratives, emergent gameplay, or breathtaking visual spectacle -
and dive into the expansive possibilities that await on your PlayStation 5.

FAQ

Q: What are the most anticipated new open world PS5 games
releasing in 2025?

A: While release dates can shift, highly anticipated titles that are expected to be among the best
open world PS5 games 2025 include expansions for existing beloved games like "Elden Ring:
Shadow of the Erdtree," and new IPs such as "Star Wars Outlaws." There's also the ongoing
potential for unannounced projects to emerge.

Q: Are there any older open world games that still hold up as
the best on PS5?

A: Absolutely. Games like "The Witcher 3: Wild Hunt (Complete Edition)" and "Grand Theft Auto V"
have received significant PS5 enhancements and continue to offer immense, high-quality open-world
experiences that are among the best available on the console.

Q: What makes an open world game great on the PS5?

A: The best open world PS5 games leverage the console's power for unprecedented visual fidelity,
dynamic and reactive worlds, deep character progression, meaningful player choices, and seamless
exploration with engaging gameplay loops that keep players immersed for hours.

Q: Will there be more narrative-driven open world games on
PS5 in 2025?

A: The trend suggests a continued focus on strong narratives within expansive open worlds. Many
anticipated titles, including those with rich lore and character development, aim to blend compelling



storytelling with the freedom of exploration, making them prime candidates for the best open world
PS5 games 2025.

Q: How do PS5's SSD and DualSense controller impact the
open world experience?

A: The PS5's ultra-fast SSD dramatically reduces loading times, making transitions between areas
seamless and encouraging constant exploration. The DualSense controller's haptic feedback and
adaptive triggers add a new layer of immersion, allowing players to feel the environment and actions
within the game world.

Q: What kind of settings can players expect in the best open
world PS5 games of 2025?

A: Players can anticipate a wide variety of settings, from the dark fantasy realms of Elden Ring's
expansions to the gritty, lived-in galaxy of Star Wars Outlaws, and potentially entirely new,
imaginative worlds from unannounced projects. Expect diverse biomes and meticulously crafted
urban and natural environments.

Q: How important is replayability in the best open world PS5
games?

A: Replayability is a significant factor. Games that offer branching narratives, multiple character
builds, emergent gameplay, or extensive endgame content tend to be more replayable and offer
greater value, making them strong contenders for the best open world PS5 games 2025.

Q: Can I expect extensive customization options in upcoming
PS5 open world games?

A: Customization is a common feature in the genre. Players can typically expect options for
character appearance, gear, abilities, and sometimes even base building or vehicle customization,
allowing for a personalized open-world journey.
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2025-05-30 Relive 2024's gaming highs, lows, and industry upheavals with this expertly curated
year-in-review. There’s no such thing as a quiet year in video games, and 2024 has been no different.
For players, a steady stream of high-profile game releases has meant there’s always been something
new to play regardless of what console, handheld, PC or mobile device they were using. Meanwhile,
behind the scenes 2024 has been one of the most turbulent years in the history of the games
industry, with widespread job losses, studio cuts, acquisitions and other controversies. Video Games
Chronicle, the expert source for video game news, has covered 2024’s goings-on every step of the
way, and this book summarises the entire year in one handy volume. Designed like an old-school
games magazine, this book presents the VGC website’s best coverage of 2024 in a more traditional
format. Our News section takes you through all the major stories that took place throughout the
year, allowing you to relive every moment (for better or worse). Our Reviews section contains every
notable VGC game review from 2024, ‘remastered’ and presented to you in physical form (we're big
on preservation, you see). Our Features section offers some of our best long-form articles from the
past year. Finally, our Previews section takes a look at some of the games coming in 2025. The world
of online games media is a fast-moving one, and news and reviews usually arrive at breakneck speed
then disappear from our consciousness to be replaced with the latest stories. With this book, we
hope to provide a more permanent summary of the year, while also harking back to the days of the
games magazines we loved so much.

best open world ps5 games 2025: Level Up 2025: An AFK Book Dynamo Limited, 2024-09-17
Get ready for the ultimate annual video game guide! From scoops on the hottest games on the
horizon to tips and tricks that will help you become a certified gaming master, Level Up 2025 has
got it all! Get hyped for a wild year of gaming with this guide to all the year's latest and greatest!
Level Up 2025 is has got you covered with info on all the coolest games and consoles that you may
have missed, as well as what to look out for next! From heavy hitters like Mario and Zelda to secret
indie gems, this guide has it all! All games featured in AFK's Level Up 2025 are rated T for Teen or
younger -- perfect for young gamers.

best open world ps5 games 2025: The Best Non-Violent Video Games James Batchelor,
2023-10-30 A comprehensive guide to over 300 non-violent video games, from AAA studios to
beloved indies. What if there were video games that weren’t about killing things? The world’s
biggest entertainment medium has come under decades of scrutiny because of its violent content.
But here’s a little known fact: from the very beginning, non-violent video games have done as much,
if not more, to shape the industry than violent ones. The Best Non-Violent Video Games is the first
ever guide to the full breath of interactive entertainment. Discover the true variety the medium has
to offer and learn how developers constantly find new ways to engage people by challenging their
minds, testing their reflexes, and even tugging at the heartstrings. Take a journey through more
than three hundred video games, stretching back to the very dawn of the industry and extending
right up to modern day indie hits. You’ll learn more about the origins of some of gaming’s biggest
franchises, discover underrated gems from developers of all sizes, and perhaps even find some new
favorites. Written by a journalist with over 15 years of industry experience and more than 30 years
of gaming experience, this guide is for anyone seeking something truly different from the video
games space without dealing with guns and gore, or those simply looking for a change of pace.

best open world ps5 games 2025: Level Up 2026: An AFK Book Dynamo Limited, 2025-09-02
Time for the ultimate annual video game guide! From info on the coolest games to look out for, to
tips and tricks that will take your skills to new heights, Level Up 2026 has got it all! Power up and
log in to this must-have annual guide to the best videogames of this year and the next! Level Up
2026 has it all, from info on all the newest games and consoles to what you should be on the lookout
for in the year to come! Whether it's all-time greats like Zelda and Pokémon, retro revivals like
Dragon Quest and Final Fantasy, or indie games that can't wait to be discovered, this guide has it
all! All games featured in AFK's Level Up 2026 are rated T for Teen or younger -- perfect for young
gamers.

best open world ps5 games 2025: Challenging Contemporary Thinking on Play Victoria



de Rijke, Rebecca Sinker, 2025-08-05 This book explores the leaps and overlaps of play and
aesthetic activity, across theories of feminism and posthumanism, neuroscience, ethology, pedagogy
and postdevelopmental thinking, sociologies of space, game design and digital play from the very
young to artist’s practice. It concludes with an entirely original exploration of dark play, and its
complexities. As a series of interview or conversation pieces, key thinkers in each area of focus toy
with positions around their field’s identification of play, proactively countering their Eurocentric
demographic by drawing on examples of playful and arts practice/'research acts’ from as diverse a
global reach as possible. Drawing on an interdisciplinary methodology including phenomenological,
materialist, posthumanist and arts practice as a form of research, the book challenges and criticizes
over-used or lazy applications of play and bring theories of possibility and thinking into the arena of
culture within contemporary conceptual reference. Formulaic and production-led education is
critiqued, arguing that to engage more fully with pedagogies of play and its in-built
interdisciplinarity and criticality carries risks but with that, transformative practices.

best open world ps5 games 2025: Ghost of YOtei Game Guide Kristine a Brandt,
2025-07-20 Ghost of Yotei is coming our way this October, and thanks to an extensive gameplay
deep-dive during a dedicated PlayStation Direct, it's shaping up to one of the most exciting new
games of 2025 - with a more in-depth look at the upcoming adventure's combat, story features,
allies, and much more. From everything we've seen, Sucker Punch's sequel sounds like it has all the
makings of one the best open-world games, with the promise of drawing us into the setting of Ezo at
the edge of Japan where we'll be given the freedom to soak in the world at our own pace and decide
how we want to explore and navigate through the story. Our latest look came after the State of Play
June 2025 showcase, which also dropped a trailer for the game that only adds to the excitement for
what's to come. Set to be a PS5 exclusive, it's undoubtedly one of the biggest upcoming PS5 game
that's set to build on Jin Sakai's journey with guns, a gorgeous change of scenery, and unexpected
dangers. For an overview of all things Ghost of Yotei, read on below.
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