
how to get in shape women
how to get in shape women embark on a transformative journey toward improved
health, vitality, and confidence. Understanding the unique physiological and
lifestyle considerations for women is paramount to achieving sustainable
fitness goals. This comprehensive guide will navigate the essential pillars
of shaping up, from establishing a solid nutritional foundation to
implementing effective exercise routines and fostering mental resilience. We
will delve into the science behind effective training, explore practical
dietary strategies, and emphasize the importance of consistency and self-
care. By addressing common challenges and offering actionable advice, this
article serves as your ultimate resource for effectively getting in shape.
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Understanding Your Body and Goals

To effectively answer how to get in shape women must first acknowledge and
understand their unique physiology. Hormonal fluctuations, such as those
experienced during the menstrual cycle, can impact energy levels, appetite,
and recovery. Recognizing these patterns allows for more strategic planning
of workouts and dietary choices. Furthermore, women often have different fat
distribution patterns and muscle-building potential compared to men, which
influences the type and intensity of exercises that yield the best results.

Setting clear, achievable goals is the bedrock of any successful fitness
endeavor. Instead of vague aspirations like "get in shape," focus on SMART
goals: Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Relevant, and Time-bound. For
instance, a goal could be "to be able to comfortably run 5 kilometers within
three months" or "to reduce body fat by 5% in six months." These specific
targets provide direction and a framework for tracking progress, fostering
motivation along the way.

Assessing Your Starting Point



Before embarking on a new fitness regimen, it is crucial to honestly assess
your current fitness level, dietary habits, and overall health. This
assessment provides a baseline from which to measure progress and identify
areas that require the most attention. Consider factors such as your current
weight, body composition (if possible), cardiovascular endurance, muscular
strength, and flexibility. Consulting with a healthcare provider before
starting any new exercise program is always recommended, especially if you
have pre-existing health conditions.

Defining Your "In Shape"

The concept of "in shape" is highly personal and can encompass various
aspects of physical well-being. For some, it might mean losing weight and
achieving a specific dress size. For others, it could be about building lean
muscle mass, increasing stamina for daily activities, or improving overall
health markers like blood pressure and cholesterol. Clearly defining what "in
shape" means to you will help tailor your fitness plan to your individual
aspirations and ensure that your efforts are directed towards meaningful
outcomes.

The Cornerstone of Nutrition for Women's
Fitness

Nutrition plays an indispensable role in how to get in shape women. A
balanced and nutrient-dense diet fuels workouts, aids in muscle repair and
growth, and supports overall metabolic function. Prioritizing whole,
unprocessed foods is key to providing the body with the essential vitamins,
minerals, and macronutrients it needs to thrive during a fitness journey.

Understanding macronutrient balance – carbohydrates, proteins, and fats – is
vital. Carbohydrates are the body's primary energy source, particularly
important for fueling physical activity. Lean protein sources are crucial for
muscle repair and satiety, helping to preserve muscle mass during weight loss
and promote its development. Healthy fats are essential for hormone
production, nutrient absorption, and overall cellular health. The precise
ratio will vary based on individual goals and activity levels.

Balanced Macronutrient Intake

A well-structured eating plan for women looking to get in shape emphasizes a
balance of macronutrients. Aim for complex carbohydrates like whole grains,
fruits, and vegetables, which provide sustained energy. Incorporate lean
protein sources such as poultry, fish, beans, lentils, and tofu to support



muscle synthesis and recovery. Healthy fats should be included from sources
like avocados, nuts, seeds, and olive oil, which are vital for hormonal
balance and nutrient absorption.

Hydration: The Unsung Hero

Adequate hydration is often overlooked but is fundamental to all bodily
functions, including metabolism, energy levels, and exercise performance.
Water is essential for transporting nutrients, regulating body temperature,
and lubricating joints. Dehydration can lead to fatigue, reduced endurance,
and impaired cognitive function, hindering progress towards fitness goals.
Aim to drink plenty of water throughout the day, increasing intake before,
during, and after exercise.

Portion Control and Mindful Eating

Even with healthy food choices, portion control is critical for managing
calorie intake and achieving desired body composition changes. Learning to
recognize appropriate serving sizes and listening to your body's hunger and
fullness cues through mindful eating practices can prevent overconsumption.
This approach fosters a healthier relationship with food and supports long-
term sustainable eating habits.

Crafting an Effective Exercise Plan

An effective exercise plan for women seeking to get in shape involves a
combination of different training modalities. Variety is key to preventing
plateaus, engaging different muscle groups, and maintaining motivation. A
well-rounded program typically includes strength training, cardiovascular
exercise, and flexibility work.

The frequency and duration of workouts should be tailored to your current
fitness level and available time. Starting too intensely can lead to burnout
and injury, while insufficient effort will yield minimal results. Progressive
overload, the principle of gradually increasing the demands placed on your
body, is essential for continuous improvement in strength and endurance.

Understanding Exercise Frequency and Duration

For most women aiming to get in shape, a consistent exercise schedule is more
important than sporadic, intense sessions. Aim for at least 150 minutes of



moderate-intensity aerobic activity or 75 minutes of vigorous-intensity
aerobic activity per week, spread across several days. Strength training
sessions should ideally be performed 2-3 times per week, allowing for rest
days between working the same muscle groups. Gradually increasing the
duration or intensity of your workouts as you get fitter is a cornerstone of
progress.

The Importance of Progressive Overload

To continually improve and avoid fitness plateaus, the principle of
progressive overload must be applied. This means gradually increasing the
challenge your body faces over time. For strength training, this can involve
lifting heavier weights, performing more repetitions or sets, or reducing
rest periods between exercises. For cardiovascular training, it might mean
increasing the distance covered, the pace, or the incline. This consistent
challenge signals to your body that it needs to adapt and grow stronger.

The Importance of Strength Training for Women

Many women hesitate to incorporate strength training into their routines,
fearing they will become "too bulky." However, building muscle is crucial for
women looking to get in shape, as it significantly boosts metabolism,
improves body composition, and enhances bone density. Strength training helps
women sculpt a toned physique, not necessarily a heavily muscled one, and is
a powerful tool for long-term health and functional strength.

Focusing on compound exercises that work multiple muscle groups
simultaneously is highly efficient. These movements, such as squats,
deadlifts, lunges, and presses, provide the most bang for your buck in terms
of calorie expenditure and muscle activation. Incorporating a variety of
exercises that target the upper body, lower body, and core ensures a balanced
development and contributes to overall functional fitness.

Compound vs. Isolation Exercises

When designing a strength training program, understanding the difference
between compound and isolation exercises is key. Compound movements, like
squats, deadlifts, and bench presses, engage multiple muscle groups and
joints, making them highly effective for building overall strength and
burning more calories. Isolation exercises, such as bicep curls or triceps
extensions, target a single muscle group and are useful for addressing
specific weaknesses or achieving aesthetic goals after the foundation of
compound movements is established.



Building Muscle Mass for Metabolism

One of the most significant benefits of strength training for women is its
impact on metabolism. Muscle tissue is metabolically active, meaning it burns
calories even at rest. By increasing lean muscle mass through regular
strength training, women can boost their resting metabolic rate, leading to
more efficient fat burning throughout the day. This is a crucial component
for sustainable weight management and achieving a toned physique.

Targeting Key Muscle Groups

A comprehensive strength training program should target all major muscle
groups. This includes:

Lower Body: Squats, lunges, deadlifts, glute bridges

Upper Body (Push): Push-ups, overhead presses, chest presses

Upper Body (Pull): Pull-ups (assisted if needed), rows, lat pulldowns

Core: Planks, Russian twists, crunches

Ensuring that each of these areas receives adequate attention will lead to
balanced muscular development and improved functional strength.

Cardiovascular Exercise for Fat Loss and Heart
Health

Cardiovascular exercise, often referred to as cardio, is fundamental for
women seeking to get in shape, particularly for fat loss and improving
cardiovascular health. Activities like running, swimming, cycling, and brisk
walking elevate your heart rate, burning calories and strengthening your
heart and lungs. The duration and intensity of cardio sessions can be
adjusted to meet specific fitness goals.

Incorporating High-Intensity Interval Training (HIIT) can be a highly
effective strategy for maximizing fat burning in shorter workout periods.
HIIT involves alternating between short bursts of intense exercise and brief
recovery periods. This method not only burns a significant amount of calories
during the workout but also triggers an "afterburn effect" (EPOC - Excess
Post-exercise Oxygen Consumption), where your body continues to burn calories
at an elevated rate for hours after you've finished exercising.



Types of Cardiovascular Activity

The world of cardio offers a wide array of options to suit different
preferences and fitness levels. Engaging in activities you enjoy is crucial
for adherence and long-term success. Consider:

Running or Jogging

Cycling (indoor or outdoor)

Swimming

Brisk Walking or Hiking

Dancing or Aerobics Classes

Rowing

Jumping Rope

Variety can prevent boredom and engage different muscle groups.

Optimizing Cardio for Fat Burning

To optimize cardiovascular exercise for fat burning, consider the intensity
and duration. Moderate-intensity cardio performed for longer durations (30-60
minutes) is effective for sustained calorie expenditure. For those with
limited time, High-Intensity Interval Training (HIIT) offers a potent
alternative, burning a significant number of calories in shorter bursts. The
key is to consistently challenge your cardiovascular system to encourage
adaptation and increased calorie expenditure.

Flexibility, Mobility, and Injury Prevention

While strength and cardio are vital components of how to get in shape women,
neglecting flexibility and mobility can lead to imbalances, stiffness, and
increased risk of injury. Regular stretching and mobility exercises improve
range of motion, reduce muscle soreness, and enhance overall athletic
performance. Incorporating these elements into your routine supports the
longevity and effectiveness of your fitness journey.

Dynamic stretching, which involves controlled movements through a range of
motion, is ideal as a warm-up before workouts. Static stretching, holding a
stretch for a period of time, is best performed after exercise or as a



separate recovery session. Foam rolling and other self-myofascial release
techniques can also be beneficial for releasing muscle tension and improving
tissue health.

The Role of Stretching

Stretching plays a critical role in maintaining the body's suppleness and
preparing it for physical exertion. Dynamic stretches, such as leg swings,
arm circles, and torso twists, are excellent for warming up muscles and
increasing blood flow before exercise. Static stretches, held for 20-30
seconds, are best performed post-workout to improve flexibility and reduce
muscle tightness, aiding in recovery and preventing stiffness.

Improving Joint Mobility

Beyond simple stretching, improving joint mobility is essential for full-body
functional fitness. Mobility exercises focus on actively moving joints
through their complete range of motion. Examples include hip circles,
shoulder dislocates (with a band or stick), and cat-cow poses. Enhanced
mobility allows for better form during strength training, reduces the risk of
compensatory movements that can lead to injury, and improves overall movement
efficiency in daily life.

Mindset and Motivation: The Psychological Edge

The journey of how to get in shape women is as much a mental game as it is
physical. Maintaining motivation and a positive mindset are crucial for
overcoming challenges and achieving long-term success. Understanding your
personal motivators, setting realistic expectations, and celebrating small
victories can significantly impact adherence and overall satisfaction.

Building resilience is key. There will be days when energy is low, motivation
wanes, or setbacks occur. Developing strategies to navigate these moments,
such as finding an accountability partner, focusing on the non-scale
victories (improved energy, better sleep), or reminding yourself of your
initial "why," can help you stay on track. Self-compassion is also vital;
acknowledge that progress isn't always linear and treat yourself with
kindness during challenging times.

Finding Your Intrinsic Motivation



While external motivators like weight loss or aesthetic changes are common,
finding intrinsic motivation – the drive that comes from within – is far more
sustainable. Consider what aspects of fitness truly bring you joy or
satisfaction. Perhaps it's the feeling of strength after a workout, the
mental clarity it provides, or the improved ability to engage in activities
you love. Connecting with these deeper reasons can fuel your commitment when
external pressures fade.

Overcoming Plateaus and Setbacks

Plateaus and setbacks are a natural part of any fitness journey. When you hit
a plateau, it often signifies that your body has adapted to your current
routine, and it's time to introduce new challenges. This might involve
changing your workout program, adjusting your nutrition, or increasing the
intensity. Setbacks, such as illness or injury, require patience and a focus
on recovery. View these moments not as failures, but as opportunities to
learn and adjust your approach, reinforcing your resilience.

Rest, Recovery, and Sustainable Habits

For women aiming to get in shape, rest and recovery are just as important as
the workouts themselves. During rest periods, your muscles repair and
rebuild, leading to strength gains. Adequate sleep is fundamental for
hormonal balance, energy levels, and overall recovery. Aim for 7-9 hours of
quality sleep per night.

Creating sustainable habits is the ultimate key to long-term success. This
involves integrating fitness and healthy eating into your lifestyle in a way
that feels natural and enjoyable, rather than restrictive or like a chore.
Focus on making consistent, small changes that can be maintained over time,
rather than embarking on drastic measures that are difficult to sustain.

The Importance of Sleep

Sleep is a critical, yet often overlooked, component of fitness and overall
health. During sleep, the body releases growth hormone, which aids in muscle
repair and growth, and cortisol levels decrease, promoting recovery.
Insufficient sleep can disrupt hormone balance, leading to increased
appetite, cravings for unhealthy foods, and reduced energy levels, all of
which can sabotage your fitness efforts. Prioritizing 7-9 hours of quality
sleep each night is non-negotiable for optimal results.



Building Long-Term Lifestyle Changes

The most effective way to get in shape and stay that way is by building
sustainable lifestyle changes rather than resorting to temporary diets or
intense workout fads. This means finding a way to incorporate healthy eating
and regular physical activity into your daily routine that you can
realistically maintain long-term. Focus on creating enjoyable habits that
support your overall well-being, rather than viewing fitness as a punishment
or a short-term project. Consistency over time is the most powerful driver of
lasting transformation.

Embarking on the journey of how to get in shape women can be incredibly
empowering. By combining informed nutrition, a well-rounded exercise plan
that includes strength training and cardio, a strong mental approach, and
prioritizing rest and recovery, you are well-equipped to achieve your health
and fitness aspirations. Remember that consistency, patience, and a focus on
holistic well-being will pave the way for lasting results and a healthier,
more vibrant you.

FAQ

Q: What is the best way for women to start getting
in shape if they are complete beginners?
A: For women who are complete beginners, the best approach is to start
gradually. Begin by incorporating light cardiovascular activities like brisk
walking for 20-30 minutes, 3-4 times a week. Simultaneously, introduce simple
bodyweight strength exercises like squats, lunges, and push-ups (on knees if
needed), focusing on proper form. Prioritize establishing a consistent
routine and learning the fundamentals of movement before increasing intensity
or duration.

Q: How much protein do women need when trying to get
in shape?
A: Women aiming to get in shape typically need more protein to support muscle
repair, growth, and satiety. A general guideline is to consume 0.8 to 1.2
grams of protein per kilogram of body weight per day. This can increase if
you are very active or aiming to build significant muscle mass. Ensure your
protein sources are lean, such as chicken, fish, beans, lentils, tofu, and
Greek yogurt.



Q: Can women lose weight effectively by focusing
only on cardio without strength training?
A: While cardio is excellent for burning calories and improving
cardiovascular health, focusing solely on it may not be the most effective
strategy for long-term body composition changes for women. Strength training
helps build lean muscle mass, which boosts metabolism and allows you to burn
more calories at rest. A combination of both cardio and strength training
typically yields the best results for fat loss and overall toning.

Q: How important is flexibility training for women
who want to get in shape?
A: Flexibility training is very important for women getting in shape. It
helps improve range of motion, reduces muscle stiffness and soreness, and
plays a crucial role in injury prevention. Incorporating regular stretching,
dynamic warm-ups, and cool-downs can enhance performance in both cardio and
strength training, and improve overall functional movement.

Q: What are some common mistakes women make when
trying to get in shape?
A: Common mistakes include starting too intensely, leading to burnout or
injury; neglecting strength training in favor of cardio; relying on fad diets
rather than sustainable nutrition; not getting enough rest and recovery; and
having unrealistic expectations, leading to discouragement. Focusing on
consistency, patience, and a balanced approach is key to avoiding these
pitfalls.

Q: How can women manage hormonal changes and their
impact on fitness goals?
A: Women can manage hormonal changes by being aware of their menstrual cycle.
Some may experience higher energy levels during certain phases, making them
ideal for more intense workouts. Others might find their appetite or energy
dips, suggesting a need for lighter activities or adjustments in nutrition.
Listening to your body and adjusting your training and nutrition accordingly
throughout the cycle is crucial for sustained progress.

Q: Is it possible to get in shape without going to a
gym?
A: Absolutely. You can effectively get in shape without a gym by utilizing
home workouts, bodyweight exercises, resistance bands, and investing in a few
basic pieces of equipment like dumbbells. Parks, trails, and even your own



living room can become effective training spaces with creativity and
commitment.

Q: How long does it typically take for women to see
noticeable results when getting in shape?
A: The timeline for seeing noticeable results can vary greatly depending on
individual factors such as starting point, consistency, genetics, and
adherence to diet and exercise. However, many women begin to notice changes
in energy levels, strength, and a subtle shift in body composition within 4-8
weeks of consistent effort. More significant transformations often take
several months.
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concerns that are best resolved before conception. Topics include the parenthood decision, diet and
exercise, financial and career adjustments, and more. The book emphasizes the practical rather than
emotional issues involved in contemplating pregnancy.
  how to get in shape women: Woman, Body, Desire in Post-Colonial India Jyoti Puri, 2002-09-11
First published in 1999. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
  how to get in shape women: Recoding the Boys' Club Daniel Kreiss, Kirsten Adams, Jenni
Ciesielski, Haley Fernandez, Kate Frauenfelder, Brinley Lowe, 2020 The #MeToo movement has
catalyzed an international discussion about the routine challenges women face in their professional
lives as a result of male-dominated industries and office cultures. These include well-documented
cases of sexual harassment and assault, but also unequal opportunities, unequal pay, sexist
stereotypes, and a devaluation of women's labor. While these are problems women face in all
industries and at all levels, the political and technology sectors are particularly rife with them.
Recoding the Boys' Club is a ground-breaking deep-dive into the work experiences of women in the
political technology field in the United States. Political technology sits at the intersection of two
fields dominated by men--politics and technology--and has become a cornerstone of operations in
political campaigns and political institutions more generally. Drawing on a unique dataset of 1004
staffers working in political technology on presidential campaigns from 2004-2016, analysis of hiring
patterns during the 2020 presidential primary cycle, and interviews with 45 women who worked on
12 different presidential campaigns, this book reveals the underrepresentation of women in political
technology, especially leadership positions, as well as the struggle women face to have their voices
heard within the boys' clubs and bro cultures of political technology. It chronicles the gendered
expectations women face to provide emotional labor, stereotypes about women's competencies that



shape their opportunities, the ways in which women's ideas are discredited, and the formal and
informal forms of exclusion in campaign culture--leading to widespread feelings of imposter
syndrome among women in this environment. These issues are often compounded by a mentality
that the well-being of staffers must come secondary to the goals of the campaign, despite what
campaigns might profess publically about gender and labor. Since these campaigns are important
entry and training points for the wider field of political technology, the gendered inequities
encountered within them have implications for women's professional experiences and careers long
after campaigns have ended. This book aims to help political practitioners create more gender
equitable and inclusive workplaces, ones that value the ideas and skills of all those who work to get
candidates elected.
  how to get in shape women: Female Combatants after Armed Struggle Niall Gilmartin,
2018-12-07 This book stems from a simple ‘feminist curiosity’ that can be succinctly summed up into
a single question: what happens to combatant women after the war? Based on in-depth interviews
with 40 research participants, mostly former combatants within the Irish Republican Army (IRA),
this book offers a critical exploration of republican women and conflict transition in the North of
Ireland. Drawing on the feminist theory of a continuum of violence, this book finds that the
dichotomous separation of war and peace within conventional approaches represents a gendered
fiction. Despite undertaking wartime roles that were empowering, agentic, and subversive, this book
finds that the ‘post-conflict moment’ as experienced by female combatants represents not peace and
security, but a continuity of gender discrimination, violence, injustice, and insecurity. The
experiences and perspectives contained in this book challenge the discursive deployment of terms
such as post-conflict, peace, and security, and moreover, shed light on the many forms of post-war
activism undertaken by combatant women in pursuit of peace, equality, and security. The book
represents an important intervention in the field of gender, political violence, and peace, and more
specifically, female combatants and conflict transition. It is analytically significant in its exploration
of the ways in which gender operates within non-state military movements emerging from conflict,
and will be of interest to students and scholars alike.
  how to get in shape women: Impact of Women in Food and Agricultural Development Sadiq,
Sanusi Mohammed, Karunakaran, N., Makarfi, Ahmad Muhammad, Sharma, Shirish, 2024-08-09 In
the field of global agricultural development, the unequal recognition and acknowledgment of
women's indispensable role in shaping the sector has become a pressing concern. While women have
long been the backbone of agricultural progress, their multifaceted contributions often remain
overlooked, hindering the pursuit of sustainable and equitable solutions in an ever-evolving world.
As we confront the pressing need for inclusivity and resilience in agriculture, it becomes important
to examine and celebrate the transformative influence of women. Impact of Women in Food and
Agricultural Development serves as an illuminating exploration, delving into the uncharted roles that
women play, from tilling the soil to navigating complex supply chains, and championing sustainable
practices. It is a compelling response to the urgent call for recognizing and addressing the
challenges faced by women in this crucial sector. Impact of Women in Food and Agricultural
Development endeavors to shed light on the challenges women face, the triumphs they achieve, and
the profound changes they instigate within the agricultural sector. Drawing on a rich tapestry of
stories, data, and expert insights, this book seeks to provide a deep understanding of how women
contribute to and are impacted by global agricultural development. As we navigate an era marked by
climate uncertainties, technological advancements, and the urgent need for sustainable practices,
understanding the dynamic role of women in agriculture is not just an academic pursuit but a crucial
step towards building a more resilient and equitable future. Through the lens of this book, we
embark on a journey that illuminates the untold stories of women who, against various odds, have
become catalysts for change, shaping the present and future of food and agricultural development.
  how to get in shape women: Controlling Reproduction Nancy E. Riley, Nilanjana
Chatterjee, 2022-11-08 Controlling reproduction – who has children, how many, and when – is
important to states, communities, families, and individuals across the globe. However, the stakes are



even higher than might at first be appreciated: control over reproduction is an incredibly powerful
tool. Contests over reproduction necessarily involve control over women and their bodies. Yet
because reproduction is so intertwined with other social processes and institutions, controlling it
also extends far into most corners of social, economic, and political life. Nancy Riley and Nilanjana
Chatterjee explore how various social institutions beyond the individual – including state, religion,
market, and family – are involved in the negotiation of reproductive power. They draw on examples
from across the world, such as direct fertility policies in China and Romania, the influence of the
Catholic Church in Poland and Brazil, racial discrimination and resistance in Mexico and the US, and
how Japan and Norway use laws intended to encourage gender equality to indirectly shape
reproduction. This engaging book sheds new light on the operations of power and gender in society.
It will appeal to students taking courses on reproduction in departments of sociology, anthropology,
and gender studies.
  how to get in shape women: Women in Islamic Societies Bo Utas, 2016-09-19 First published
in 1983, this edited collection is based on contributions at a Scandinavian symposium on the place of
women in Islamic society. It offers perspectives which illuminate our understanding of social
relationships and structures pertaining to a vast number of the world’s population dispersed
throughout Asia and Africa. Sociological and anthropological investigations of social organization
and the behavioural patterns provided in these papers demonstrate that the status of women, their
rights, duties and control over property, their body, the degree of seclusion and veiling, vary
considerably. Overall, this collection of papers show that the relationship between Islam and the
everyday lives of Muslim women is a complex picture, one that is confronted with a considerable
range of interpretations of laws and traditions. This book will be of particular interest to those
studying women and Islam, anthropology, religion and sociology.
  how to get in shape women: Migration, Prostitution, and Human Trafficking Min Liu,
2013-02-28 Migration, Prostitution, and Human Trafficking examines the nature, magnitude, and
gravity of prostitution and sex trafficking—and the relationship between them—in contemporary
China. By researching the backgrounds, circumstances, and other factors that drive Chinese women
to migrate to Shenzhen, China, Liu hopes to shed light on the underlying reasons for their entry into
the sex industry. She details Chinese legislation and governmental practices for dealing with human
trafficking and prostitution. Liu argues that the Chinese government is not aware of the severity of
this problem due to lack of information. The author begins by examining the historical roots of
prostitution in China and provides the theoretical framework and historical background for the topic.
She then explores the methodology of the study conducted—in-depth interviews, statistics,
government documents, and personal observation. Data collected examines the lives of individual
women before they became involved in prostitution and after. And finally, she discusses prostitution
laws in China and draws conclusions about motivations for human trafficking—both from the
perspective of the trafficker and the victim. This imaginative effort provides a comprehensive look at
Chinese migrant women in Shenzhen, China, and how they have become involved in prostitution and
human trafficking. It is the author’s hope that increased awareness will lead to legislation that will
stop this kind of exploitation. Prostitution is a global issue; its special dimensions in an expanding,
market-driven economy encased in a communist political system are explored with candor and
understanding. Liu deals with inherited issues and current practices in an entirely unique manner.
  how to get in shape women: The Reproductive Rights Reader Nancy Ehrenreich, 2008
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