best credit cards for united airlines

best credit cards for united airlines can unlock a world of travel perks, from
complimentary checked bags and priority boarding to valuable mileage bonuses and
statement credits. For frequent flyers of United Airlines, choosing the right credit card
isn't just about earning rewards; it's about enhancing the entire travel experience and
maximizing savings. This comprehensive guide will delve into the top credit card options,
examining their unique benefits, annual fees, and best use cases for both casual travelers
and dedicated United enthusiasts. We'll explore how these cards can significantly reduce
the cost of your flights, upgrade your comfort in the air, and provide essential travel
insurance.
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Understanding United MileagePlus Credit Cards

United Airlines partners with Chase to offer a suite of co-branded credit cards designed to
reward its loyal customers. These cards, known as United MileagePlus credit cards, are
specifically tailored to enhance the experience of flying with United and its Star Alliance
partners. The core benefit of these cards revolves around earning United MileagePlus
miles, which can be redeemed for flights, upgrades, and other travel-related expenses.
Understanding the structure of these programs is the first step in choosing the best option
for your needs.

The earning potential of these cards varies significantly, with different cards offering
bonus miles on specific spending categories like United purchases, dining, and other
travel expenses. Beyond earning miles, these cards often come with a range of travel
perks designed to make your journeys smoother and more cost-effective. This includes
benefits that can save you money on ancillary fees and enhance your comfort while
traveling.

The Value of MileagePlus Miles

MileagePlus miles are the central currency earned through these co-branded cards. Their
value can fluctuate based on how they are redeemed, but generally, they offer a good
return when used for flights, especially for international travel or premium cabin
redemptions. Understanding how to maximize the value of these miles is crucial for any
cardholder.



Miles can be redeemed for flights on United Airlines, its domestic partners, and the vast
network of Star Alliance airlines. This global reach means your earned miles can take you
almost anywhere in the world. Additionally, MileagePlus miles can sometimes be used for
upgrades to higher cabin classes, offering a more comfortable travel experience.

Annual Fees and Their Justification

Most premium travel credit cards, including those co-branded with United, come with an
annual fee. It's essential to assess whether the benefits and rewards offered by the card
outweigh the cost of the annual fee. For frequent travelers, the perks like free checked
bags, priority boarding, and lounge access can easily justify the annual expense.

The annual fee is typically tiered, with more premium cards offering more extensive
benefits and a higher fee. Evaluating your spending habits and travel frequency is key to
determining if the card's value proposition aligns with your personal financial situation
and travel goals.

Top United MileagePlus Credit Cards

When considering the best credit cards for United Airlines, several Chase co-branded
options consistently rise to the top. These cards cater to a range of traveler profiles, from
those who fly United occasionally to the most dedicated enthusiasts. Each card offers a
distinct set of benefits designed to maximize your United travel experience.

United Explorer Card

The United Explorer Card is often considered an excellent entry-level option for travelers
who fly United with some regularity. It strikes a good balance between earning potential,
travel benefits, and an accessible annual fee. This card is a popular choice for those
looking to dip their toes into the world of airline co-branded credit cards.

Key benefits of the United Explorer Card include:

¢ A generous sign-up bonus of MileagePlus miles after meeting a minimum spending
requirement.

e Complimentary first checked bag for the cardholder and one companion on every
United-operated flight.

e Priority boarding on all United-operated flights, allowing you to settle in more
comfortably.

e 2 miles per dollar on United purchases, dining, and hotel stays purchased through



United.
¢ A 10% discount on select United flights booked through united.com.
e Access to the United Club[] airport lounge for a reduced day pass fee.

e No foreign transaction fees, making it ideal for international travel.

United Club[] Infinite Card

For the most dedicated United Airlines flyers, the United Club[] Infinite Card offers an
unparalleled level of luxury and benefits. This premium card comes with a higher annual
fee but provides access to top-tier perks that significantly enhance the travel experience.
It’s designed for those who prioritize comfort, convenience, and maximizing their
MileagePlus earnings.

The standout features of the United Club[] Infinite Card include:

e Complimentary United Club[] membership, granting access to over 50 lounges
worldwide.

e Premier Access travel services, including priority check-in, security, and boarding.
¢ A Global Entry or TSA PreCheck credit every five years.

e 4 miles per dollar on United purchases and 2 miles per dollar on dining and all other
travel purchases.

e Two one-time United Economy Plus® seat upgrades per anniversary year.

e The first checked bag free for the cardholder and up to eight companions on United-
operated flights.

e No foreign transaction fees.

United Gateway[] Card

The United Gateway[] Card is designed for those seeking a no-annual-fee option with
valuable United-focused benefits. While it might not offer the same level of premium perks
as the Explorer or Infinite cards, it provides a solid foundation for earning miles and
enjoying essential travel advantages for everyday United flyers.

Key benefits of the United Gateway[] Card include:



2 miles per dollar on United purchases, dining, and gas station purchases.

1 mile per dollar on all other eligible purchases.

Premier trip-killing benefits such as priority boarding.

No foreign transaction fees.

e Access to the United Club[] airport lounge for a reduced day pass fee.

Benefits Beyond Miles: Other Perks

While earning MileagePlus miles is a primary draw of these co-branded credit cards, the
ancillary benefits often provide substantial value, especially for frequent travelers. These
perks can significantly reduce out-of-pocket expenses and improve the overall comfort and
efficiency of your journeys.

Complimentary Checked Baggage

One of the most appreciated benefits of many United co-branded credit cards is the
complimentary checked baggage. This can save a considerable amount of money,
particularly for travelers who frequently fly with checked luggage. The number of
companions covered can vary by card, making it a particularly valuable perk for families
or travel groups.

The specifics of the checked baggage benefit often depend on the particular card:

e United Explorer Card: First checked bag free for the cardholder and one companion
on United-operated flights.

e United Club[] Infinite Card: First checked bag free for the cardholder and up to eight
companions on United-operated flights.

e United Gateway[] Card: Does not typically include a free checked bag benefit.

Priority Services and Lounge Access

Priority services, such as priority boarding and expedited security lines, can save valuable
time and reduce stress at the airport. For those who frequently face long queues, this
benefit can be a game-changer. Furthermore, airport lounge access transforms the pre-



flight experience from a hurried wait into a comfortable respite.

Lounge access benefits are typically more robust on the premium cards:

e United Explorer Card: Access to United Club[] day passes at a discounted rate.

e United Club[] Infinite Card: Includes a full United Club[] membership, offering
unlimited access to all United Club locations.

e United Gateway[] Card: Access to United Club[] day passes at a discounted rate.

Travel Insurance and Purchase Protection

Many of the best credit cards for United Airlines offer a comprehensive suite of travel
insurance benefits and purchase protections. These can provide peace of mind and
financial security against unforeseen events. Common benefits include trip cancellation
and interruption insurance, baggage delay insurance, and emergency evacuation
coverage.

Purchase protection can cover items bought with the card against damage or theft for a
specific period. These protections can be invaluable, especially for high-value purchases or
when traveling to unfamiliar destinations.

Choosing the Right Card for Your Travel Style

The "best" United Airlines credit card is highly subjective and depends entirely on an
individual's travel habits, spending patterns, and desired benefits. Carefully evaluating
your needs against the features of each card will lead to the most rewarding choice.

For the Occasional United Flyer

If you fly United a few times a year and are looking to gain some valuable perks without a

high annual fee, the United Explorer Card or even the United Gateway[] Card might be the
ideal fit. These cards offer essential benefits like a free checked bag and priority boarding
that can make your occasional trips more comfortable and cost-effective.

The United Explorer Card is often recommended for those who:

e Fly United at least a couple of times per year.

e Appreciate the value of a free checked bag for themselves and a companion.



e Want to start earning MileagePlus miles without a significant initial investment.

For the Frequent United Traveler

Dedicated United flyers who prioritize comfort, convenience, and maximizing their
rewards should strongly consider the United Club[] Infinite Card. The comprehensive
lounge access, Premier Access services, and higher earning rates on United purchases
make it an exceptional card for those who spend a considerable amount of time traveling
with the airline.

The United Club[] Infinite Card is best suited for those who:

e Fly United multiple times per year, often for business or leisure.
e Value airport lounge access as a significant perk.
e Spend a substantial amount on United flights and other travel categories.

e Want to ensure their entire travel party benefits from perks like free checked bags.

For the Budget-Conscious Traveler

If minimizing annual fees is a top priority, the United Gateway[] Card presents a
compelling option. It allows you to earn MileagePlus miles on your United purchases and
other everyday spending categories while offering some basic travel enhancements
without any ongoing annual cost. This card is a good starting point for those new to airline
credit cards.

Maximizing Your United Credit Card Rewards

Simply holding a United Airlines credit card is only half the battle; actively maximizing the
rewards earned is key to unlocking the full potential of your card. Strategic spending and
smart redemption practices can significantly enhance the value you derive from your
chosen card.

Strategic Spending Categories

Pay close attention to the bonus earning categories for your specific United credit card. By



aligning your spending with these categories, you can earn miles at an accelerated rate.
For instance, if your card offers 2 miles per dollar on dining, prioritize using it at
restaurants whenever possible.

Consider these strategies:

e Focus spending on United purchases if your card offers a high multiplier in this
category.

e Utilize the card for travel purchases, especially if it includes hotels booked through
United.

e Divert everyday spending, such as groceries or gas, to the card if it offers bonus
rewards in those areas.

Leveraging Sign-Up Bonuses

The introductory sign-up bonuses offered on these cards can be incredibly valuable,
providing a large chunk of miles upfront. Meeting the minimum spending requirement to
earn these bonuses should be a priority shortly after acquiring the card. However, be sure
that your regular spending habits can naturally meet these requirements without
overspending.

Smart Redemption Strategies

The value of MileagePlus miles can vary greatly depending on how you redeem them.
Redeeming for flights, especially in premium cabins or on partner airlines during off-peak
times, often yields the highest value per mile. Be flexible with your travel dates and
destinations to find the best award availability.

Explore different redemption options:

e Award flights on United and its Star Alliance partners.
e Upgrades to higher cabin classes.

e Experiential awards or merchandise through the MileagePlus program (though often
less valuable).

The journey to unlocking exceptional travel experiences with United Airlines often begins
with the right credit card. By understanding the nuances of each card, from earning
potential and bonus categories to invaluable travel perks, you can make an informed



decision that aligns with your lifestyle. Whether you're a road warrior or an occasional
flyer, the best credit cards for United Airlines offer tangible benefits that can transform
your travel from mundane to magnificent, making every journey more rewarding and cost-
effective.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary benefit of having a United
Airlines credit card?

A: The primary benefit of having a United Airlines credit card is the ability to earn United
MileagePlus miles, which can be redeemed for flights, upgrades, and other travel-related
expenses. Additionally, these cards often come with valuable travel perks such as
complimentary checked bags, priority boarding, and airport lounge access.

Q: Which United Airlines credit card is best for someone
who flies United only a few times a year?

A: For someone who flies United only a few times a year, the United Explorer Card or the
United Gateway[] Card are generally the best options. The United Explorer Card offers a
good balance of benefits like a free checked bag and priority boarding with a moderate
annual fee. The United Gateway[] Card offers similar benefits with no annual fee, making it
ideal for more budget-conscious occasional flyers.

Q: Can I use my United Airlines credit card for flights on
other airlines?

A: Yes, you can use your United Airlines credit card to earn MileagePlus miles on any
purchase, including flights on other airlines. Furthermore, your earned MileagePlus miles
can be redeemed for flights on any of the Star Alliance partner airlines, which provides a
vast global network of redemption options beyond just United.

Q: How do I know if the annual fee for a United Airlines
credit card is worth it?

A: The annual fee is generally worth it if the value of the benefits and rewards you receive
from the card exceeds the cost of the fee. For example, if you frequently check bags on
United, the savings from the complimentary checked bag benefit on cards like the United
Explorer Card or United Club[] Infinite Card can easily offset their annual fees. Similarly,
the value of lounge access or priority services on premium cards can justify their higher
fees for frequent travelers.



Q: Are there any United Airlines credit cards with no
annual fee?

A: Yes, the United Gateway[] Card is a United Airlines co-branded credit card that comes
with no annual fee. It offers a solid foundation for earning MileagePlus miles and some
basic travel benefits, making it an accessible option for those looking to avoid annual
charges.

Q: What are Premier Access and how do they benefit
United Airlines credit card holders?

A: Premier Access is a set of priority travel services offered by United Airlines, including
priority check-in, security screening, and boarding. Cardholders of the United Club[]
Infinite Card, for example, receive complimentary Premier Access, which helps to
streamline the airport experience, saving time and reducing stress.

Q: Can I earn bonus miles on everyday spending with a
United Airlines credit card?

A: Yes, most United Airlines credit cards offer bonus miles on everyday spending
categories beyond just United purchases. For instance, cards may offer 2 miles per dollar
on dining, groceries, gas stations, or other travel purchases. Maximizing these bonus
categories can significantly accelerate your mileage accumulation.

Q: What is the difference in lounge access between the
United Explorer Card and the United Club[] Infinite
Card?

A: The United Explorer Card offers access to United Club[] day passes at a discounted
rate, allowing you to purchase access when needed. In contrast, the United Club[] Infinite
Card provides a full United Club[] membership, granting unlimited access to all United
Club locations worldwide for the cardholder.
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strategic asset. It explores how smart use of credit cards, purchases with partner stores, bonus point
transfers, and mileage clubs can significantly increase point balances without raising expenses. In
addition to everyday accumulation strategies, it teaches efficient redemption techniques, travel
planning to save money, and even how to monetize miles as an extra source of income. With an
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traveler Taryn White shares five easy steps and a multitude of practical tips that will help American
travelers develop a personal vacation plan, choose the right, budget-friendly destination, and enjoy
peace of mind while visiting exciting sites around the world. White relies on her vast travel
experiences to lead future vacationers on a step-by-step process that provides valuable tips on how
to: select an ideal seasonal destination; develop a trip wish list; conduct research to find the best
deal; pack the right items; compare travel insurance options; and prepare adequately for each trip.
Get Your Travel On! is a complete guide that shares advice, tools, and tips that will make travel
easier for anyone ready to take a break from day-to-day stress and satisfy their wanderlust.
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way? M-O-N-E-Y There just never seems to be enough, and all of your bucket list holidays seem to
keep falling farther and farther out of reach. Sound familiar? Well, you came to the right place! This
ebook holds your Golden Ticket to Traveling the World for Almost Free. Yes, it really is possible.
Mastering the game of gathering and using frequent flyer miles is a tedious process that takes hours
of digging through the internet and lots of trial and error to perfect. Most people forfeit the game
because it's simply too hard to understand. This book is the culmination of all the hard work already
done. Amy has dug through the weeds for you, and now all you have to do is follow her simple
guidance. Before you know it you too will be traveling the world for almost free. And what's even
better than that? Once you gather your own giant bank of frequent flyer miles, you won't just be
traveling once, but again and again!
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Have you thought about where you want to start? What about how to budget for your travels? Or,
what about your birth control? In this guide, I'll cover everything you need to know! It will help you
manage details from trip preparation to your return home. I'll even discuss concerns you might
forget during your initial excitement. Topics include: * Mapping your travels * Budgeting for your
trip ¢ Sexual harassment ¢ Visas * Vaccinations ¢ Health Insurance ¢ Cellphones ¢ Travel Apps °
Homesickness ¢ Culture shock ¢ Volunteering ¢ Finding work After reading the guide, you'll feel




more confident to globe trot to whatever country you want. And, even more importantly, you’ll be
ready to face any challenge that comes your way. About the Expert Rebecca Friedberg graduated
from The Ohio State University in 2017 where she pursued a degree in Classical Languages and a
minor in Business Administration. After graduating, she traveled the world solo for six months. Her
travels took her to Spain, France, Germany, and Romania in Europe. In Asia, she traveled to Nepal,
Thailand, Cambodia, and Vietnam. Rebecca decided to travel after her first year in university. She
knew that traveling held endless and valuable life-lessons she couldn’t learn at school. While in
school, she saved her money, committed to the idea of traveling the world, and then made it a reality
for herself. She wrote this guide to pass along advice she was given and help future female solo
world travelers. This is Rebecca’s second guide with HowExperts. For her first one, her topic was
how to trek through the Manaslu Mountains of Nepal. In the future, Rebecca hopes to write other
works and travel. HowExpert publishes quick 'how to' guides on all topics from A to Z by everyday
experts.
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travel blog that traveling isn’t expensive and that it’s affordable to all. He proves that as long as you
think out of the box and travel like locals, your trip doesn’t have to break your bank, nor do you need
to give up luxury. How to Travel the World on $50 a Day reveals Nomadic Matt’s tips, tricks, and
secrets to comfortable budget travel based on his experience traveling the world without giving up
the sushi meals and comfortable beds he enjoys. Offering a blend of advice ranging from travel
hacking to smart banking, you’ll learn how to: * Avoid paying bank fees anywhere in the world *
Earn thousands of free frequent flyer points * Find discount travel cards that can save on hostels,
tours, and transportation * Get cheap (or free) plane tickets Whether it’s a two-week, two-month, or
two-year trip, Nomadic Matt shows you how to stretch your money further so you can travel
cheaper, smarter, and longer.
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Travel Hacks: Cheap Flight Secrets is your ultimate guide to mastering the art of affordable summer
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cheapest flights and unlock savings you never thought possible. Inside, you’ll learn how to spot the
best booking windows, use lesser-known tools, and navigate airline pricing tricks—making your
summer vacation more affordable and stress-free. Whether you're a student, a family planning a
getaway, or just a savvy traveler looking to save, this guide offers practical, easy-to-follow advice
that transforms your flight booking experience. Join thousands of readers who have already saved
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international examples in every chapter bring theoretical concepts into sharp focus. The Growth
Strategies of Hotel Chains: Best Practices by Leading Companies is comprised of thirteen chapters,
each divided into two parts. The first part sets forth the theory behind an important aspect of growth
strategy. The second part of each chapter brings these theoretical arguments to life with specific
case examples. For example, in the chapter on franchising, the ten largest hotel franchise businesses
in the world are discussed in detailincluding their actual fees and how they function, with helpful
commentary on each. This format, designed with educators' needs in mind, is consistent throughout
the text. Charts, tables, and figures make complex information easy to access and understand. The
Growth Strategies of Hotel Chains: Best Practices by Leading Companies examines: the question of
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the meaning of the hyphen in “nation-state” changing in the context of globalization and
proliferating political struggles? How can we investigate the transformation of the nation-state by
marking the normally unmarked hyphen in “geo-graphy”? Debunking deterritorialization both as a
discourse and as an antiessentialist abstraction, Matthew Sparke offers answers to these questions
by examining the contemporary geographies of the United States and Canada. In the Space of
Theory details the territorial implications of the Iraq war, NAFTA, welfare reform, constitutional
reform, cross-border regional development, and the legal battles of First Nations. In using
antiessentialist arguments to elucidate the complexity of these developments, Sparke seeks to
ground and critique postfoundational theory itself. He shows how the postfoundational arguments of
Homi Bhabha, Arjun Appadurai, Timothy Mitchell, Ernesto Laclau, Chantal Mouffe, Michael Hardt,
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contemporary nation-states. Matthew Sparke is associate professor of geography and international
studies at the University of Washington.
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