
best credit cards for delta

best credit cards for delta are a pathway for frequent flyers to
significantly enhance their travel experiences and unlock valuable rewards.
These co-branded and general travel rewards cards offer a range of benefits
designed to appeal to Delta Air Lines loyalists and discerning travelers
alike. From earning SkyMiles on everyday purchases to enjoying airport lounge
access and priority boarding, the right credit card can transform your
journeys. This article will delve into the top contenders, exploring their
unique features, reward structures, and who they are best suited for,
ensuring you make an informed decision to maximize your Delta travel.
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Understanding Delta SkyMiles and Their Value

Delta SkyMiles is the loyalty program for Delta Air Lines, allowing members
to earn miles on flights, credit card spending, and through various partners.
These miles can be redeemed for award flights on Delta and its partner
airlines, upgrades, Delta Sky Club access, and a variety of other travel-
related experiences. The perceived value of a SkyMile can fluctuate based on
redemption, but generally, it's considered a valuable currency for those who
fly Delta regularly.

Understanding the nuances of SkyMiles is crucial for selecting the best
credit cards. Factors like redemption sweet spots, how quickly you can earn a
significant number of miles, and the ability to reach elite status through
spending are all important considerations. The best credit cards for Delta
often tie directly into the SkyMiles ecosystem, accelerating your earning
potential and providing benefits that complement the Delta flying experience.

Top Delta SkyMiles Credit Cards: A Detailed
Look

The most direct route to enhanced Delta travel is through the suite of co-
branded Delta SkyMiles American Express Cards. Each card is designed to cater
to different levels of frequent flyers, from casual travelers to the most
dedicated Delta loyalists.



Delta SkyMiles® Gold American Express Card

The Delta SkyMiles® Gold American Express Card is an excellent entry-level
option for those who fly Delta a few times a year. It offers a solid
introduction to earning SkyMiles and includes several perks that can make
your Delta flights more enjoyable. The annual fee is typically waived for the
first year, making it an attractive proposition to try out.

Key benefits of the Delta SkyMiles® Gold American Express Card include:

Earning miles on Delta purchases, at restaurants worldwide, and at U.S.
supermarkets.

A free checked bag on Delta flights for the cardholder and up to eight
companions on the same reservation.

Priority boarding on Delta flights.

No foreign transaction fees, which is advantageous for international
travel.

Access to the Amex Offers program, which provides discounts and bonus
miles with various merchants.

Delta SkyMiles® Platinum American Express Card

For the more frequent Delta flyer, the Delta SkyMiles® Platinum American
Express Card offers a significant step up in rewards and benefits. This card
is designed for those who want to earn miles faster and enjoy more premium
travel perks. The annual fee is higher than the Gold card, but the additional
benefits often justify the cost for dedicated Delta travelers.

Notable features of the Delta SkyMiles® Platinum American Express Card
include:

Accelerated earning rates on Delta purchases, and on eligible purchases
made directly with Delta.

An annual Companion Certificate, allowing you to bring a guest on a
round-trip Delta flight for the cost of just taxes and fees (subject to
fare class and destination restrictions).

Upgrade priority on Delta flights, which can be valuable for securing
preferred seating.

No foreign transaction fees.

Status Boost, allowing you to earn Medallion Qualification Dollars
(MQDs) on eligible spending, helping you reach Delta elite status
faster.



Delta SkyMiles® Reserve American Express Card

The Delta SkyMiles® Reserve American Express Card is the pinnacle of the
Delta co-branded card offerings, catering to the most frequent and discerning
Delta travelers. This card comes with a substantial annual fee but provides
an array of premium benefits designed to elevate the entire travel
experience, including access to Delta Sky Club.

The exclusive benefits of the Delta SkyMiles® Reserve American Express Card
are:

The highest earning rates on Delta purchases.

Complimentary access to Delta Sky Club when flying Delta.

An annual Companion Certificate, often with more flexible redemption
options than the Platinum card.

A Statement Credit for Global Entry or TSA PreCheck application fees.

Unlimited earning of Medallion Qualification Miles (MQMs) and Medallion
Qualification Dollars (MQDs) on eligible spending, significantly
accelerating elite status qualification.

Priority boarding and a free checked bag.

Other Top Travel Rewards Credit Cards for Delta
Flyers

While co-branded Delta cards offer direct SkyMiles earning, several general
travel rewards credit cards allow you to earn transferable points that can be
redeemed for Delta flights. This can be a strategic approach if you value
flexibility or if these cards offer better rewards structures for your
spending habits.

Chase Sapphire Preferred® Card

The Chase Sapphire Preferred® Card is a popular choice for flexible travel
rewards. Its points, Ultimate Rewards, can be transferred to various airline
partners, including United Airlines, which is a SkyTeam partner, offering
indirect benefits for Delta flyers. The card boasts a strong welcome bonus
and excellent earning rates on travel and dining.

Key advantages of the Chase Sapphire Preferred® Card include:

A generous welcome bonus in Ultimate Rewards points.

Earning bonus points on travel, dining, and select streaming services.



The ability to transfer points to over a dozen airline and hotel
partners.

A 25% bonus when redeeming points through the Chase Travel portal.

No foreign transaction fees.

American Express® Gold Card

The American Express® Gold Card is renowned for its exceptional earning rates
on U.S. supermarkets and U.S. restaurants. While not directly earning
SkyMiles, its Membership Rewards points can be transferred to Delta, making
it a valuable option for accumulating miles on everyday spending that you can
then use for Delta flights.

The highlights of the American Express® Gold Card are:

High earning rates on U.S. supermarkets and U.S. restaurants.

Transferable Membership Rewards points that can be redeemed for Delta
SkyMiles.

A monthly dining credit and a monthly U.S. supermarket credit, which can
offset the annual fee.

No foreign transaction fees.

The Platinum Card® from American Express

For the ultimate in travel luxury and benefits, The Platinum Card® from
American Express is a top contender. While it carries a significant annual
fee, it offers an extensive suite of premium travel perks that can more than
compensate for the cost, especially for frequent travelers. Its Membership
Rewards points are highly valuable and can be transferred to Delta.

The premium benefits of The Platinum Card® from American Express include:

Airport lounge access, including the Centurion Lounge network, Priority
Pass Select, and Delta Sky Club (when flying Delta).

A statement credit for Global Entry or TSA PreCheck application fees.

Elite hotel program benefits and credits for incidental airline fees and
Uber rides.

Earning bonus points on flights booked directly with airlines or through
amextravel.com.

No foreign transaction fees.



Choosing the Best Credit Card for Your Delta
Travel Needs

Selecting the best credit card for your Delta travel is a highly personal
decision that depends on your spending habits, travel frequency, and desired
benefits. It’s not a one-size-fits-all scenario, and careful consideration of
your individual circumstances is key to maximizing your rewards and
enjoyment.

Factors to Consider When Selecting a Card

When evaluating credit cards for Delta travel, several key factors should be
at the forefront of your decision-making process. These elements will help
you align the card's benefits with your personal travel goals and spending
patterns.

Annual Fee: Determine if the annual fee is justified by the benefits
offered. For some, a higher annual fee is easily offset by perks like
lounge access or companion certificates.

Earning Rates: Analyze how you spend your money. If you spend heavily on
groceries and dining, a card with bonus categories in these areas, even
if transferable, might be more beneficial than a card with only Delta-
specific bonus categories.

Welcome Bonus: A substantial welcome bonus can provide a significant
boost to your SkyMiles balance, allowing you to book award flights much
sooner.

Travel Benefits: Consider perks like free checked bags, priority
boarding, airport lounge access, and statement credits for travel
expenses. These can directly enhance your Delta flying experience.

Redemption Flexibility: While Delta co-branded cards offer direct
SkyMiles earning, cards with transferable points provide flexibility to
book flights on other airlines or for different travel purposes if your
Delta travel plans change.

Elite Status Qualification: If achieving Delta Medallion status is a
priority, look for cards that offer MQM, MQS, or MQD earning on
spending, as this can significantly fast-track your progress.

Maximizing Rewards and Benefits

Once you have chosen the best credit card for your Delta travel, the next
step is to strategically maximize the rewards and benefits it offers. This
involves understanding the card's intricacies and using its features to your



fullest advantage.

Here are some tips for maximizing your card's value:

Meet the Welcome Bonus Threshold: Ensure you meet the spending
requirements for the welcome bonus as quickly as possible to receive the
substantial point or mile injection.

Utilize Bonus Categories: Prioritize spending in the categories where
your card offers the highest earning rates.

Leverage Travel Credits and Perks: Actively use any travel credits,
lounge access, or other benefits offered by the card to offset its cost
and enhance your travel.

Consider Companion Certificates: If your card offers a companion
certificate, plan your travel to make the most of this valuable perk.

Strategic Redemptions: Learn about SkyMiles sweet spots or other
redemption opportunities for transferable points to get the best value
for your miles.

By carefully selecting and strategically using the right credit card, you can
transform your Delta travel from a simple journey into a rewarding and
enjoyable experience, unlocking a world of benefits and savings along the
way. Whether you prioritize direct SkyMiles or the flexibility of
transferable points, there's a card that can elevate your travels.

FAQ

Q: Which Delta credit card is best for a beginner
Delta flyer?
A: For a beginner Delta flyer, the Delta SkyMiles® Gold American Express Card
is often the best starting point. It offers valuable benefits like a free
checked bag and priority boarding, along with a reasonable annual fee that is
often waived the first year, making it easy to try out without a significant
upfront cost.

Q: How can I earn Delta SkyMiles faster with a credit
card?
A: You can earn Delta SkyMiles faster by using co-branded Delta SkyMiles
American Express Cards on your everyday spending, especially in bonus
categories like Delta purchases, restaurants, and supermarkets, depending on
the specific card. Additionally, look for cards with generous welcome
bonuses.



Q: Are Delta SkyMiles worth it?
A: Delta SkyMiles can be very valuable, especially when redeemed for premium
cabin flights or during promotional periods. The value also increases
significantly if you leverage the benefits provided by Delta co-branded
credit cards, such as upgrades, lounge access, and companion certificates,
which enhance the overall travel experience.

Q: Can I use a non-Delta credit card to earn rewards
for Delta flights?
A: Yes, many general travel rewards credit cards, such as those from Chase
(Ultimate Rewards) and American Express (Membership Rewards), allow you to
transfer their points to airline partners. Delta is a partner with some of
these programs, enabling you to indirectly earn rewards for Delta flights.

Q: What is the benefit of having a Delta SkyMiles
credit card for frequent Delta flyers?
A: For frequent Delta flyers, co-branded Delta SkyMiles credit cards offer
accelerated SkyMiles earning, elite status qualification boosts (MQMs, MQDs),
complimentary checked bags, priority boarding, and in the case of higher-tier
cards, airport lounge access and valuable companion certificates, all of
which significantly enhance the travel experience and reduce costs.

Q: Which Delta credit card offers airport lounge
access?
A: The Delta SkyMiles® Reserve American Express Card offers complimentary
access to Delta Sky Clubs when you are flying on a Delta flight. Access may
be limited to 3 hours before departure or when connecting to a Delta flight.

Q: How do companion certificates work on Delta credit
cards?
A: Companion certificates, offered on the Delta SkyMiles® Platinum and
Reserve American Express Cards, typically allow you to bring a companion on a
round-trip Delta flight for the cost of just taxes and fees. There are
usually restrictions on fare class and destination.

Q: Is it better to get a Delta co-branded card or a
flexible travel card for Delta travel?
A: The choice depends on your travel habits. If you are loyal to Delta and
primarily fly them, a co-branded Delta card offers direct benefits and
SkyMiles earning. If you value flexibility and want to use your rewards on
various airlines or for other travel needs, a flexible travel card with
transferable points might be more advantageous.
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