
best starter credit cards to build credit
Unlocking Financial Freedom: Your Guide to the Best Starter Credit Cards to Build Credit

Best starter credit cards to build credit are essential tools for anyone embarking on their
financial journey, aiming to establish a solid credit history for future loans, rentals, and even some job
opportunities. Securing the right starter credit card can feel daunting, but with careful consideration
of various options, individuals can confidently choose a card that aligns with their needs and credit-
building goals. This comprehensive guide will delve into the crucial factors to consider when selecting
a starter credit card, explore different types of cards designed for building credit, and provide insights
into responsible credit card usage. We will also highlight key features that make a credit card a
valuable asset for credit establishment and discuss strategies for maximizing its benefits.
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Understanding the Importance of a Credit Score

A credit score is a numerical representation of your creditworthiness, calculated based on your credit
history. Lenders, landlords, and even employers use this score to assess the risk associated with
extending credit or offering services to you. A good credit score signifies that you are a reliable
borrower who manages debt responsibly. Conversely, a low or nonexistent credit score can
significantly hinder your financial progress.

Establishing and maintaining a strong credit score is paramount for accessing financial products and
services at favorable terms. Without a credit history, obtaining a mortgage, car loan, or even a
favorable apartment lease can be challenging, if not impossible. The best starter credit cards to build
credit are specifically designed to help individuals with no prior credit experience or those looking to
repair their credit profile.

The impact of a credit score extends beyond just borrowing. A good credit score can lead to lower
interest rates on loans, reduced insurance premiums, and a smoother application process for various
financial commitments. Understanding this fundamental aspect of personal finance is the first step
towards proactively building a positive credit future.

Key Features of the Best Starter Credit Cards

When searching for the best starter credit cards to build credit, several key features should be at the
forefront of your decision-making process. These characteristics are designed to make the card
accessible and beneficial for individuals new to credit.

Low or No Annual Fee



One of the most significant advantages of a starter credit card is the absence of an annual fee. Many
cards designed for beginners waive this fee to reduce the initial financial burden. An annual fee,
especially for a card that offers limited rewards or benefits, can offset the progress made in building
credit.

Accessible Approval Requirements

The primary purpose of a starter credit card is to provide an entry point into the credit world.
Therefore, these cards typically have more lenient approval requirements compared to premium
credit cards. They are often designed for individuals with limited or no credit history, making them a
viable option for students or those who have never held a credit card before.

Credit Limit

Starter credit cards usually come with lower credit limits. This is a protective measure for both the
card issuer and the cardholder. A lower limit helps prevent overspending and accumulating
unmanageable debt, which is crucial for individuals learning to manage credit responsibly. As you
demonstrate responsible usage, your credit limit can often be increased over time.

Reporting to Major Credit Bureaus

This is arguably the most critical feature of any card intended for credit building. The card must
consistently report your payment activity to all three major credit bureaus: Equifax, Experian, and
TransUnion. Without this reporting, your responsible credit behavior will not be reflected in your credit
history, defeating the purpose of using the card.

Potential for Rewards or Benefits (Secondary Consideration)

While not the primary focus for a starter card, some options may offer modest rewards programs,
such as cashback on purchases or points. These can be a nice bonus, but they should not overshadow
the core function of credit building. Focus on the card's ability to report to credit bureaus and its
accessible features first.

Types of Starter Credit Cards for Building Credit

There are several categories of credit cards that serve as excellent starting points for individuals
looking to build their credit history. Each type offers a unique approach to credit establishment.

Secured Credit Cards

Secured credit cards require a security deposit, which typically serves as your credit limit. This
deposit mitigates risk for the lender, making them more accessible for individuals with no credit or
poor credit. The deposit is usually refundable once you close the account in good standing.

The process for obtaining a secured credit card is straightforward. You apply, and upon approval, you
make a deposit. For instance, if you deposit $300, your credit limit will likely be $300. Responsible use
of a secured card, including timely payments, will be reported to the credit bureaus, helping you build
a positive credit record.



Many secured cards offer the potential to graduate to an unsecured card after a period of responsible
usage. This transition is a significant milestone in your credit-building journey.

Unsecured Starter Credit Cards

These are traditional credit cards that do not require a security deposit. They are typically offered to
individuals with a limited credit history but are not considered high-risk. Approval for these cards is
more difficult than for secured cards, but they provide a direct path to building unsecured credit.

Unsecured starter cards often come with lower credit limits and may have higher interest rates
compared to more established credit cards. Their primary benefit lies in their ability to help you
establish a credit history solely through responsible repayment. They are a good next step for those
who have successfully used a secured card or have some very limited credit history.

Student Credit Cards

Specifically designed for college students, these cards acknowledge that many students have limited
or no credit history. They often have features tailored to student needs, such as lower credit limits
and educational resources on financial management. Approval is often based on being enrolled in a
higher education institution.

Student credit cards are an excellent way for young adults to begin building credit while in college.
They offer the same credit-building benefits as other unsecured cards, but with a target demographic
in mind. This can include perks like cash back on common student expenses or special offers from
brands popular with students.

Choosing the Right Starter Credit Card for You

Selecting the best starter credit card to build credit requires a personalized approach. While general
features are important, individual circumstances and goals play a crucial role in the final decision.

Assess Your Current Credit Situation

Your current credit profile is the most significant determinant of which starter card you are likely to be
approved for. If you have absolutely no credit history, a secured credit card is usually the most
accessible option. If you have some limited credit but it's not strong enough for a traditional
unsecured card, a secured card or a very basic unsecured starter card might be suitable.

Understand Your Spending Habits

Consider how you plan to use the card. Will it be for small, everyday purchases, or do you anticipate
larger expenses? For credit building, the key is responsible usage, regardless of the amount.
However, understanding your spending can help you choose a card with features that might align with
your habits, even if the rewards are modest.

Compare Fees and Interest Rates

Even for starter cards, it's essential to be aware of the fees and interest rates. While annual fees



should ideally be avoided, look at the purchase APR (Annual Percentage Rate). If you plan to carry a
balance, a lower APR will be more beneficial, though the primary goal for credit building is to pay your
balance in full each month.

Research Card Issuer Reputation

Some credit card issuers are known for their excellent starter card programs and customer service.
Researching the reputation of the bank or financial institution behind the card can provide peace of
mind and indicate a reliable partner in your credit-building journey.

Responsible Credit Card Usage for Credit Building

Acquiring a starter credit card is only the first step; responsible usage is the key to unlocking its full
potential for building credit. Without a disciplined approach, even the best starter credit card can
negatively impact your financial future.

Pay Your Bills On Time, Every Time

Payment history is the single most important factor influencing your credit score. Making on-time
payments demonstrates reliability and is a critical component of a positive credit report. Set up
automatic payments or reminders to ensure you never miss a due date. Even a single late payment
can have a detrimental effect.

Keep Your Credit Utilization Low

Credit utilization is the ratio of your outstanding credit balance to your total credit limit. Experts
recommend keeping this ratio below 30%, and ideally below 10%, for the best impact on your credit
score. For example, if your credit limit is $500, try to keep your balance below $150. Paying down
your balance before the statement closing date can help manage this.

Utilizing a low percentage of your available credit signals to lenders that you are not overextended
and can manage your debt effectively. This is a fundamental principle of responsible credit
management that significantly boosts your credit score over time.

Avoid Opening Too Many Accounts Too Quickly

While exploring different options is wise, opening multiple credit accounts in a short period can
negatively impact your credit score. Each application for credit typically results in a hard inquiry,
which can temporarily lower your score. Focus on mastering one or two starter cards before
considering others.

Monitor Your Credit Report Regularly

It is crucial to regularly check your credit reports from the three major credit bureaus for any errors or
fraudulent activity. You are entitled to a free credit report from each bureau annually. Identifying and
rectifying any inaccuracies can prevent damage to your credit score and ensure your responsible
behavior is accurately reflected.



Maximizing the Benefits of Your Starter Credit Card

Once you have a starter credit card and are practicing responsible usage, you can strategically
maximize its benefits to accelerate your credit-building journey.

Graduating to Unsecured Credit

For those who started with a secured credit card, a primary goal should be to transition to an
unsecured card. Many secured cards offer a pathway to this transition after a period of consistent, on-
time payments and responsible credit utilization. This signifies a significant achievement in building
your creditworthiness.

Requesting Credit Limit Increases

As you demonstrate responsible usage and a positive payment history, you may become eligible for
credit limit increases on your starter card. A higher credit limit, when managed responsibly, can
further improve your credit utilization ratio, even if your spending remains the same. This can
positively impact your credit score.

Leveraging Cardholder Benefits (If Any)

While the primary focus is credit building, if your starter card offers any minor benefits, such as
purchase protection or extended warranty, familiarize yourself with them and use them if applicable.
These are secondary to credit building but can provide added value.

The journey of building credit is a marathon, not a sprint. By choosing the right starter credit card and
adhering to principles of responsible financial management, you lay a strong foundation for future
financial success and open doors to a world of opportunities. Your starter card is more than just
plastic; it's your first step towards financial empowerment.

As your credit score improves and your financial habits mature, you can gradually explore other credit
products that offer more extensive rewards and benefits. The key is to start smart, stay consistent,
and always prioritize financial responsibility. The best starter credit cards to build credit are the ones
that help you achieve these goals reliably and effectively.

FAQ

Q: What is the easiest type of credit card to get when building credit?
A: Secured credit cards are generally the easiest type of credit card to get when building credit, as
they require a security deposit that acts as collateral, significantly reducing the risk for the lender.

Q: How long does it typically take to build credit with a starter credit card?
A: It can take anywhere from 6 months to 2 years of consistent, responsible credit card usage to build
a good credit score with a starter credit card. Factors like payment history and credit utilization play a
significant role.

Q: Can I use a starter credit card for everyday purchases?
A: Yes, you can use a starter credit card for everyday purchases, but it's crucial to spend within your
means and pay off the balance in full each month to avoid interest charges and negative impacts on



your credit score.

Q: What is the most important factor for building credit with a starter card?
A: The most important factor for building credit with a starter card is maintaining a positive payment
history by making all payments on time.

Q: Should I aim for a starter credit card with rewards or one without?
A: For building credit, prioritizing a card with accessible approval and reporting to credit bureaus is
more important than rewards. Modest rewards can be a nice bonus, but they should not be the
primary decision-making factor.

Q: How much should I spend on a starter credit card to build credit effectively?
A: It’s not about the amount spent, but how you manage it. Keeping your credit utilization ratio low
(ideally below 30% of your credit limit) and making on-time payments are far more critical than
spending a large amount.

Q: What happens if I miss a payment on my starter credit card?
A: Missing a payment on your starter credit card can negatively impact your credit score, potentially
by a significant margin, and may also incur late fees and a higher interest rate. It is crucial to avoid
this.

Q: Can I get a starter credit card with no credit history at all?
A: Yes, starter credit cards, particularly secured credit cards and some student credit cards, are
specifically designed for individuals with no credit history.

Q: What is credit utilization, and why is it important for starter credit cards?
A: Credit utilization is the ratio of your credit card balance to your credit limit. Keeping this ratio low
(under 30%) demonstrates responsible credit management and is a key factor in improving your
credit score.

Q: When should I consider getting a new credit card after getting my first starter card?
A: Once you have a history of responsible behavior with your starter card (typically 6-12 months), you
might consider applying for a new card that offers better rewards or features, or graduating from a
secured to an unsecured card.
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retirement, and whose advice to take or reject. This book provides a powerful set of personal finance
concepts that will help the reader analyze their choices before the fact and help them make the best
decisions possible. They are based on the principles of finance—that is, how we make decisions to
achieve the best possible outcomes in the face of uncertainty.
  best starter credit cards to build credit: Money Smarts for Teens: The Starter Guide"
Joseph Libatique,
  best starter credit cards to build credit: Home Buying Made Easy: A Step-by-Step Guide
for First-Time Homebuyers Pasquale De Marco, 2025-07-11 Are you ready to embark on the
exciting journey of homeownership? Whether you're a first-time buyer or you're looking to move up
to your next home, this comprehensive guide has everything you need to know. With clear
explanations, practical advice, and real-life examples, this book will walk you through the home
buying process step by step, from setting realistic goals and assembling your team of experts to
navigating the mortgage process and finding your dream home. We'll also delve into the nitty-gritty
details of the home buying process, such as home inspections, appraisals, and closing costs. We'll
help you understand what to look for during a home inspection, how to negotiate repairs, and how to
prepare for closing. But this book isn't just about the logistics of buying a home. We'll also explore
the emotional and financial aspects of homeownership, helping you understand the long-term
commitment you're making and how to manage your finances accordingly. With this guide by your
side, you'll be equipped with the knowledge and confidence you need to make informed decisions
throughout the home buying process. So if you're ready to turn your dream of homeownership into a
reality, let this book be your trusted companion. Inside, you'll find: * Expert advice on every step of
the home buying process * Clear explanations of complex concepts * Practical tips and strategies for
making informed decisions * Real-life examples and stories from other homebuyers * Checklists and
worksheets to help you stay organized Don't let the thought of buying a home overwhelm you. With
this comprehensive guide, you'll be able to navigate the process with confidence and ease. If you like
this book, write a review!
  best starter credit cards to build credit: The Complete Guide to Personal Finance
Tamsen Butler, 2016-01-18 In this completely revised edition, young people learn how to get and
manage credit, how to make and stick to a budget, how to pay for college, how to determine needs
versus wants, how to pay for a car, how to open a bank account, how to balance a checkbook, how to
manage finances online, and how to avoid financial mistakes. You will also learn about investments,
taxes, checks, debit cards, credit cards, and budget tips. This book is filled with helpful suggestions
from financial counselors, and you will discover ways to jumpstart your financial future and use
money responsibly.
  best starter credit cards to build credit: The Modern American Frugal Housewife Books
#1-4: Complete Series Jill b., Jill Bong, 2016-05-02 Get this entire Modern American Frugal
Housewife Series! Book #1: Home Economics Are you looking for ideas on how to lower your living
expenses? Home Economics doesn't have to be difficult. Inspired by Lydia Maria Francis Child's
1833 book, The American Frugal Housewife, this book is written for the MODERN American Frugal
Housewife in mind. Includes: Tips on how to lower insurance costsHow to avoid bank feesHow to
reduce household costsHow to cut your food expensesLive more on less! Includes money-stretching
recipes like: homemade bread, homemade mayo, how to make at least 3 different meals out of 1
whole chicken, how to use rolled oats to make instant oats as well as recipes for homemade cleaning
products! Book #2: Organic Gardening Are you looking for ideas on how to lower your food costs or
start a new hobby? Why not do both at the same time and start a mini backyard homestead and
create an edible garden? Gardening is a wonderful activity and organic edible gardening is a thrifty
way to help to reduce your food costs while providing you with healthy, nutritious food. Includes: •
Good herbs and vegetables to plant for the frugal kitchen • How to make your own compost and
compost tea • How to make organic pesticides • Where to find cheap or free plants and seeds • How
to save seeds for future plantings • Recipes Book #3: Moms Edition Are you are new or soon-to-be
mommy looking for ideas on how to lower child-rearing costs? Having children is great but they can



be expensive if you don't watch your costs. Includes: • Ideas on how to save on pre-natal costs. •
How to get free or cheap formula if you're not breastfeeding. • Reduce your chemical load - Includes
recipes on how to make DIY personal care products like soap and lip balm. This book will also teach
you extreme couponing techniques to get the best or even money making deals at stores like Target
(for food, diapers and more), Staples (for school supplies) and Kohl's (for clothes and household
items). Bonus: An extra tip on where you can get BRAND NEW age-appropriate books sent to your
child (under age 5) every month for FREE! Book #4: Emergency Prepping If you can survive in the
arctic naked with nothing but a paperclip, this book is not for you. If you can kill a grizzly bear with
your bare hands, this book is not for you. If you're planning for a Zombie Apocalypse or the next Ice
Age, this book is not for you. If you're just a regular person looking for practical realistic emergency
bug-in prepping tips, ideas and tactics that you can use TODAY, this book IS for you. How can you
replace gallons of chlorine bleach (for water treatment) with just 1lb of this chemical?How do you
ration water when supply is limited?How can you stop bleeding with an easy-to-grow plant?How can
you develop the best defense in a bug-in situation for little monetary cost? Get all these questions
answered and more. Written by a homesteader, this book offers practical bug-in frugal prepping
ideas with the regular Joanne (or Joe) in mind. It cuts through general prepper paranoia and offers
sustainable, frugal tips on how to make yourself more resilient even if TEOTWAWKI (the end of the
world as we know it) never comes.
  best starter credit cards to build credit: Moving Beyond Broke Dasha Kennedy, 2025-03-11
In the vein of Get Good with Money and The Black Girl’s Guide to Financial Freedom, an accessible,
witty, and necessary guide from the beloved creator of The Broke Black Girl that addresses the
unique financial issues of Black women and others shut out of traditional finance conversations.
Dasha Kennedy grew up in a family where finances were not discussed. At fifteen, she already had
bad money habits that would follow her into adulthood. At nineteen, she realized that the Fortune
500 executives who promote financial literacy did not look or sound anything like her. And she knew
she couldn’t be the only person who felt as lost and overlooked as she did when it came to money
management. So, she started the website The Broke Black Girl and discovered an entire community
of people who were desperate for money advice and understanding. Now, Kennedy provides the
ultimate user-friendly resource, featuring engaging and relatable stories from her own personal
finance journey. With actionable advice and an engaging voice, she helps us take control, move past
shame and anxiety, build family wealth in a single generation, and become financially independent
forever.
  best starter credit cards to build credit: Buying Your First House - UK 2015 Edition Dr.
Fadi Safieddine, Mr. Germans Zaharovs, 2015-01-16 In this book, the authors, Fadi Safieddine and
Germans Zaharovs, share their extensive knowledge and experience of the UK housing market.
First-time buyers, in particular, will find this book invaluable. Not only does it describe the complex
process of house buying in a straight-forward manner, it also translates the jargon surrounding the
process into simple English. The only question left unanswered is why no-one wrote a book like this
before now!
  best starter credit cards to build credit: Financial Literacy for Beginners Kal Salem, CPA,
2021-12-06 Welcome to the first step in your personal finance journey. Whether this is the first time
you have seen materials on money or have been exploring money topics for some time and are
looking to understand in a robust format, “Everything About Money” will serve you well. The
materials in this book are ones that do not age, over time as your understanding of the materials
matures it will pay you in the form of cash in your bank account from the decisions you will be able
to make. The book is structured as if you were taking a course on money at your local college,
beginning with orientation and moving throughout the course and understanding more and more
complicated materials. By the end of this book, you should be able to identify consciously what type
of money decisions you are making and how they affect your overall money picture. This book was
written for two reasons. The first is that as an accountant, people generally come to you with money
questions. Over time you begin to get the same questions over and over. This issue seen with money



is that there needs to be a comprehensive understanding of money to make decisions on your own.
People often seem to think asking specific questions about one transaction is sufficient to make a
good decision. The truth of it is that understanding your big picture, how a transaction affects your
ecosystem of money, and what the costs over the long run are all things that need to be considered
and cannot be understood without a foundational understanding of money - that is what this book
serves to do, give you the fundamentals so that you can think about your money in a framed way.
This is not enough though; money is a lifelong journey of learning. The second reason this book was
written is because we see people dig themselves into a “hole” too often, and the solution often takes
years to get out of. We will understand later in the course the specifics of this, but generally because
people turn to banks to give them money to purchase things, we see people move from working for
themselves and their families, to working for the bank, paying the bank month over month fees for
borrowing money, and eventually getting into a corner where lifestyle, income, and expenses do not
align. This book hopes to frame this scenario too often and move you away from these habits to find
a better money picture for yourself and your family. You have taken the first step, now let us get
through this course!
  best starter credit cards to build credit: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Getting Out of
Debt Ken Clark, CFP, 2009-02-03 Borrowing from Peter to pay Paul? The American economy is
dragging, with unemployment rates rising and consumer debt hitting $2.5 trillion. Many people are
in deep and need help. Here, a Certified Financial Planner explains the mathematics of debt;
strategies to deal with credit card, mortgage, student, and other loans; why debt consolidation and
taking loans from a 401(k) can lead to problems; truths about bankruptcy; and how to use debt while
eliminating it. • Includes essential resources and websites, sample letters and forms, loan
forgiveness programs, bankruptcy resources • Author a Certified Financial Planner • Covers every
kind of debt, mortgages to credit cards to student loans • National credit card debt is growing
exponentially
  best starter credit cards to build credit: Nolo's Essential Guide to Buying Your First
Home Ilona Bray, Ann O'Connell, 2025-03-07 There’s no place like home! Ready to say goodbye to
your landlord? With help from Nolo’s Essential Guide to Buying Your First Home, you’ll not only find
the right house for you, you’ll have fun doing it. Learn how to: research the local market and listings
choose a house, condo, co-op, or townhouse create a realistic budget qualify for a loan you can truly
afford borrow a down payment from friends or family protect yourself with inspections and
insurance, and negotiate and close the deal successfully. You’ll find insights from numerous real
estate professionals—agents, attorneys, mortgage specialists, a home inspector, and more. It’s like
having a team of experts by your side! Plus, read real-life stories of over 20 first-time homebuyers.
  best starter credit cards to build credit: Minimum Wage to Millionaire! Lorianne Holt,
2000-12-08 Minimum Wage to Millionaire - How to Get Rich Cheap will provide the right know-how
and guidance to amass $1,000,000 by age 65, starting from a minimum wage income. This book is a
must for anyone who realizes that there can be more that they can do personally to better their
financial position, at any income level. This book can inform and encourage anyone to become
financially independent from all walks of life, including high school students, college students,
minimum wage earners, middle income earners, welfare recipients, persons with disabilities, and
retired persons. You can use the information found in this book to literally change your life for the
better! YOU can become financially successful, from any income level, too!
  best starter credit cards to build credit: Military Member's Guide to Investing From E-1 to
O-10 Todd H. Domachowski, 2006-09-15 The Military Member's Guide to Investing from E-1 to O-10
gives military members the information they need to help them on their path to financial security
and especially, to help them enjoy their retirement after serving their country. It doesn’t matter if
the member is already 17 years into their career, this book will give them all the information they
need to learn about and start investing wisely or if already investing, give tips that add to your
investments. This book is for anyone in the military at any point in their career whether they are an
E-1 or an O-10 and wants to learn about investing. Written for the military member, by a military



member!
  best starter credit cards to build credit: Kiplinger's Personal Finance , 2000-05 The most
trustworthy source of information available today on savings and investments, taxes, money
management, home ownership and many other personal finance topics.
  best starter credit cards to build credit: First Class Travel on a Budget Zachary Abel,
2023-04-25 Seize the Day While Saving Money With this one-stop guide to fiscal literacy in your back
pocket, the five-star vacation you’ve been dreaming of is wholly within reach. Known everywhere for
his innovative travel hacking tips, Zachary Burr Abel is here to offer his best counsel for navigating
airline loyalty programs, credit card promotional deals, and hidden travel fees so you can see the
world without emptying your pockets. Full of helpful insights and funny personal anecdotes, this
guide skips all the boring financial jargon and goes straight to actionable advice about how to: - Fly
first class to Japan using 55,000 miles - Use loyalty programs to get deals on rental cars and hotel
rooms - Earn airline points when purchasing that cool pair of sneakers you’ve been eying - Get elite
American Airlines status without flying with them - Book luxury hotels by buying points for cheap -
Reap the ample credit card rewards offered to small businesses - And so much more! You’ll soon be
able to travel as often and as luxuriously as you’d like thanks to these simple, easy steps that will
help you stack your savings and make the system work for you. First financial tip? Invest now in this
priceless resource.
  best starter credit cards to build credit: Starting Your Career as a Freelance Illustrator or
Graphic Designer Michael Fleishman, 2012-01-13 Technology has sent shockwaves of change
through the world of commercial art. Digital illustration and design, online portfolio sites, and the
proliferation of stock art have radically changed the way that illustrators and graphic designers
work. What has not changed, however, is the wealth of illustrators and graphic designers hoping to
turn their talent into freelance success. More than ever, artists face questions such as how to get
started, how to sell their work, how to promote themselves, and what to do once they are working.
For those embarking on freelance careers in illustration or graphic design, the answers have
arrived. A twenty-five year veteran in the field, Michael Fleishman, has detailed every business
aspect of commercial art in Starting Your Career as a Freelance Illustrator or Graphic Designer.
  best starter credit cards to build credit: I Survived Capitalism and All I Got Was This Lousy
T-Shirt Madeline Pendleton, 2025-05-06 A smart, funny and relatable memoir from the anticapitalist
TikTok star about her journey growing up poor in Fresno, living paycheck to paycheck through
multiple recessions, losing the love of her life to suicide, and finally creating a business of her own
that functions as a compassionate alternative within capitalism. Today Madeline Pendleton is a
business owner and TikTok superstar with 1.7 million followers riveted to her takedowns of
American capitalism and practical advice on making ends meet and getting ahead. But like so many
of her listeners, Madeline used to struggle to get by. Raised by a punk dad and a goth mom in
Fresno, California, she spent her teens intermittently homeless, relying on the kindness and spare
couches of the local punk community to get by. By her twenties, she was drowning in student loans
and credit card debt, working long hours and sick of her bosses treating her as disposable. Then her
boyfriend, in despair over financial distress, died by suicide. Capitalism was literally killing her loved
ones—she knew there must be a better way. Madeline decided to study the rules of capitalism, the
game everyone is forced to play. She used what she learned to build a new kind of business, one
rooted in an ethos of community care. She rebuilt her life and created a following of those who can't
wait for a revolution to come to change their lives for the better. I Survived Capitalism is Madeline's
story and essential reading for anyone searching for hope and stability in an unjust world.
  best starter credit cards to build credit: Broke Millennial Erin Lowry, 2017-05-02
WASHINGTON POST “COLOR OF MONEY” BOOK CLUB PICK Stop Living Paycheck to Paycheck
and Get Your Financial Life Together (#GYFLT)! If you’re a cash-strapped 20- or 30-something, it’s
easy to get freaked out by finances. But you’re not doomed to spend your life drowning in debt or
mystified by money. It’s time to stop scraping by and take control of your money and your life with
this savvy and smart guide. Broke Millennial shows step-by-step how to go from flat-broke to



financial badass. Unlike most personal finance books out there, it doesn’t just cover boring stuff like
credit card debt, investing, and dealing with the dreaded “B” word (budgeting). Financial expert
Erin Lowry goes beyond the basics to tackle tricky money matters and situations most of us face
#IRL, including: - Understanding your relationship with moolah: do you treat it like a Tinder date or
marriage material? - Managing student loans without having a full-on panic attack - What to do when
you’re out with your crew and can’t afford to split the bill evenly - How to get “financially naked”
with your partner and find out his or her “number” (debt number, of course) . . . and much more.
Packed with refreshingly simple advice and hilarious true stories, Broke Millennial is the essential
roadmap every financially clueless millennial needs to become a money master. So what are you
waiting for? Let’s #GYFLT!
  best starter credit cards to build credit: The Her Campus Guide to College Life,
Updated and Expanded Edition Stephanie Kaplan Lewis, Annie Chandler Wang, Windsor Hanger
Western, 2019-04-16 Every young woman’s essential guide to tackling all of the challenges of
college—from stress to debt to scholarships—in a completed updated new edition: “Some things are
common sense but some things aren’t—especially when it comes to navigating a college campus in a
way that’s fun, independent, and totally safe” (Today.com). Get ready for the best years of your life!
From the experts behind Her Campus, this completely updated college guide is bursting with insider
tips to help you navigate classes, relationships, and all your extracurriculars—including parties and
Greek life, of course. Whether you’re just starting freshman year or a seasoned pro as an
upperclassman, you’ll learn tips and tricks for how to survive: —Bonding with your roommate—while
setting ground rules for your new space at the same time —Beating the dreaded Freshman 15
without having to give up dessert —Snagging a date with the cutie from class —Coping with stress
and anxiety—even during the insanity of finals week! —Navigating student loans and finding the best
financial aid, scholarships, and post-graduate loan forgiveness programs —Scoring awesome jobs
and internships and transitioning into post-collegiate life —Staying safe on campus so you can enjoy
all college has to offer—without horror stories Complete with fun checklists and helpful worksheets,
The Her Campus Guide to College Life, Updated and Expanded Edition shows you how to make the
most out of your undergrad experience—in and outside the classroom.
  best starter credit cards to build credit: How to Adult, A Practical Guide Jamie Goldstein,
2020-10-13 Surviving and thriving in the real world—the complete guide to adulting You might be an
adult now, but sometimes you want a little help figuring the whole thing out. How to Adult, A
Practical Guide provides you with easy-to-understand strategies for figuring out, well,
everything—or at least the stuff you need to pay your bills and not annoy the IRS. Whether it's
handling the challenges of maintaining adult relationships or managing (and hopefully excelling) in
the workplace, How to Adult, A Practical Guide offers funny, actionable, and step-by-step guidance
that makes maturity more manageable. There are even short activities and opportunities for
reflection throughout. How to Adult, A Practical Guide includes: Everyday adulting—Learn how to
take care of adulthood's biggest challenges—like careers, finances, and relationships—through
practical advice and guidance. Skill tests—Examine your abilities with a pair of how to adult quizzes
designed to help you measure your knowledge and maturity—before and after you finish the book.
Fun and funny insight—Make it easier to tackle credit cards, debt, and more with help from
lighthearted advice that teaches you how to adult while entertaining you. Enjoy preparing yourself
for the next chapter of life with How to Adult, A Practical Guide.
  best starter credit cards to build credit: Kiplinger's Personal Finance , 1994-05 The most
trustworthy source of information available today on savings and investments, taxes, money
management, home ownership and many other personal finance topics.
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