
best credit cards for travel canada

Understanding Travel Credit Cards in Canada

best credit cards for travel canada are an essential tool for frequent flyers and globetrotters alike,

offering a gateway to enhanced travel experiences and significant savings. These cards go beyond

basic spending, providing valuable rewards such as airline miles, hotel points, travel insurance, and

airport lounge access. Choosing the right travel credit card in Canada can be the difference between a

budget-friendly trip and an upgrade to first-class. This comprehensive guide will delve into the top

contenders, explore various reward programs, and highlight key features to consider, empowering you

to make an informed decision for your next adventure. We'll cover everything from earning potential to

redemption strategies, ensuring you maximize the value of your plastic.
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Key Features of the Best Travel Credit Cards

When evaluating the best credit cards for travel in Canada, several core features consistently emerge

as crucial differentiators. These elements directly impact the value proposition for cardholders,

influencing their ability to earn, redeem, and enjoy their travel benefits. Understanding these aspects is

fundamental to making an informed choice.

Reward Earning Potential

The primary allure of travel credit cards lies in their reward-earning capabilities. The best cards offer

generous multipliers on everyday spending, often with elevated rates for specific categories like travel

purchases, dining, or groceries. This allows cardholders to accumulate points or miles much faster,

bringing their dream vacation within closer reach. Factors to consider include the base earn rate on all

purchases, as well as bonus categories that align with your spending habits. Some cards also offer

substantial welcome bonuses, providing an immediate boost to your travel fund.

Redemption Options and Flexibility

Earning rewards is only half the battle; how you can redeem them is equally important. The most

desirable travel credit cards offer a diverse range of redemption options. This can include booking

flights and hotels directly through the card issuer's travel portal, transferring points to airline or hotel

loyalty programs, or using points to offset statement balances for travel expenses. Flexibility is key, as

it allows you to adapt your redemptions based on your travel plans and the availability of specific

deals. Cards that allow transfers to multiple partners often provide the highest potential value,

especially if those partners offer attractive redemption sweet spots.



Annual Fees and Value Proposition

Most premium travel credit cards come with an annual fee. While this might seem like a drawback, it's

essential to assess whether the value of the rewards and benefits outweighs the cost. The best travel

credit cards provide enough earning potential, perks, and insurance coverage to more than

compensate for their annual fee, especially for frequent travellers. Cardholders should calculate the

potential value of their expected rewards and benefits against the annual fee to determine if the card

offers a positive return on investment.

Supplementary Card Benefits

Beyond basic rewards, premium travel cards often include a suite of supplementary benefits designed

to enhance the travel experience. These can range from airport lounge access, which provides a

comfortable retreat before flights, to travel credits, Global Entry/NEXUS statement credits, and

complimentary airport transfers. These perks can significantly reduce out-of-pocket expenses and add

an element of luxury to your journeys.

Top Travel Credit Cards for Canadians

Navigating the landscape of Canadian credit cards can be daunting, but certain cards consistently

stand out for their exceptional travel rewards and benefits. These selections cater to a range of

spending habits and travel preferences, offering a strong value proposition for Canadians looking to

make their travels more rewarding.

American Express Platinum Card

The American Express Platinum Card is a perennial favourite for premium travellers. It boasts a robust

rewards program with excellent earning rates, particularly on travel and dining. Its most compelling

features include extensive airport lounge access through the Global Lounge Collection, elite status with



major hotel programs, and significant travel credits for flights and hotels. While it carries a substantial

annual fee, the value derived from its benefits often makes it a worthwhile investment for those who

travel frequently and can leverage its perks.

American Express Gold Rewards Card

For a more accessible entry into premium travel rewards, the American Express Gold Rewards Card is

a strong contender. It offers a solid earn rate on travel and everyday purchases, with flexible

redemption options through the Membership Rewards program. Cardholders can transfer points to

various airline and hotel partners, offering excellent value for award bookings. The annual fee is

considerably lower than the Platinum Card, making it a great option for those seeking to accumulate

travel points without the highest tier of commitment.

Scotiabank Passport Visa Infinite Card

The Scotiabank Passport Visa Infinite Card is highly regarded for its no foreign transaction fees, a

significant advantage for Canadians who travel internationally. It offers competitive earn rates on travel

purchases and a decent base earn rate on all other spending. The card also provides access to the

Visa Airport Companion program, offering discounted lounge access. Its flexibility in redeeming points

through Scotiabank's Scene+ loyalty program makes it a versatile choice for various travel needs.

CIBC Aeroplan Visa Infinite Card

For Aeroplan enthusiasts, the CIBC Aeroplan Visa Infinite Card is an excellent choice. It offers a

generous earn rate on Aeroplan miles, especially for Air Canada and Aeroplan partner purchases.

Cardholders also benefit from priority check-in, priority boarding, and a free first checked bag on Air

Canada flights. This card is ideal for those who frequently fly with Air Canada and wish to maximize

their Aeroplan accumulation and travel experience on the airline.



TD Aeroplan Visa Infinite Privilege Card

The TD Aeroplan Visa Infinite Privilege Card is another top-tier option for Aeroplan members. It

provides an even higher earn rate on Aeroplan miles compared to the CIBC card and includes

valuable perks such as NEXUS/Global Entry statement credits, priority airport services, and the first

checked bag free on Air Canada flights. This card is suited for dedicated Air Canada flyers who can

leverage its premium benefits and high earning potential.

Maximizing Your Travel Rewards

Simply holding a travel credit card is not enough to guarantee significant savings; strategic utilization is

paramount. Maximizing your travel rewards involves a thoughtful approach to earning and redeeming

points and miles. Understanding the nuances of different reward programs can unlock substantial

value and transform your travel dreams into reality.

Strategic Spending

The most effective way to boost your rewards balance is through strategic spending. Identify the bonus

categories on your chosen card and try to align your purchases with them. For instance, if your card

offers accelerated earning on dining, prioritize using it at restaurants. Similarly, if you have a card with

a strong travel category bonus, book flights, hotels, and car rentals through that card. Consider using

your travel card for most of your everyday expenses, provided you can pay off the balance in full each

month to avoid interest charges, which would negate any rewards earned.

Welcome Bonus Strategies

Welcome bonuses are a fantastic way to kickstart your rewards balance. Most cards offer a substantial

bonus after meeting a minimum spending requirement within the first few months of account opening.

Plan your spending to comfortably meet these requirements. It's often beneficial to time the application



for a new card with larger planned expenses, such as home renovations or significant purchases, to

maximize the welcome bonus. However, always ensure you can meet the spending threshold

organically without overspending.

Transferring Points to Partners

For cards with flexible points currencies, such as American Express Membership Rewards or HSBC

Rewards, transferring points to airline or hotel loyalty programs can yield the highest value. Research

the transfer ratios and available redemption options with each partner. Sometimes, a transfer can

unlock business or first-class award flights that would be prohibitively expensive if booked directly.

Always check award availability before transferring your points, as availability can fluctuate.

Leveraging Redemption Sweet Spots

Within loyalty programs, there are often "sweet spots" – specific redemption opportunities that offer

exceptional value. These might be short-haul flights within a certain region, premium cabin

redemptions on specific airlines, or hotel stays in desirable locations. Identifying and utilizing these

sweet spots can significantly reduce the cost of your travel. Resources like travel blogs and forums

can be invaluable for discovering these hidden gems.

Travel Insurance Benefits

One of the most underestimated yet crucial benefits of the best credit cards for travel in Canada is the

comprehensive travel insurance they offer. These policies can provide significant peace of mind and

financial protection against a range of unforeseen events that can occur before or during your trip.

Understanding the coverage provided is essential for maximizing its value.



Trip Cancellation and Interruption Insurance

This is perhaps one of the most valuable insurance benefits. Trip cancellation insurance typically

covers non-refundable expenses if you have to cancel your trip before departure due to covered

reasons, such as illness, injury, or the death of a close family member. Trip interruption insurance

provides similar coverage if your trip is cut short after departure due to a covered event. Always review

the policy's definition of "covered reasons" and any associated limits.

Emergency Medical Insurance

Many premium travel cards include emergency medical insurance for trips outside your home province

or country. This coverage can be a lifesaver, as out-of-country medical expenses can be

astronomically high. It's crucial to be aware of the policy's duration limits per trip and any age

restrictions. This insurance is typically secondary to any provincial health insurance plan.

Baggage Insurance

Baggage insurance can provide coverage for lost, stolen, or damaged baggage during your trip. Some

cards offer coverage for essential items purchased if your checked baggage is delayed for a specified

period. While not always comprehensive enough to replace expensive items, it can help mitigate the

inconvenience and cost of missing luggage.

Flight Delay and Trip Delay Insurance

If your flight or trip is significantly delayed due to covered reasons, this insurance can reimburse you

for reasonable expenses incurred, such as meals, accommodation, and essential clothing. The

eligibility criteria and maximum payout amounts vary significantly between cards, so understanding

these details is important.



Choosing the Right Card for Your Travel Style

The "best" travel credit card is subjective and depends entirely on your individual travel habits,

spending patterns, and preferences. A card that is perfect for one person might be a poor fit for

another. Taking the time to assess your needs will lead to a more satisfying and rewarding travel

experience.

The Frequent Flyer

If you frequently fly with a specific airline or airline alliance, a co-branded airline card from that airline

or alliance is often the most beneficial. These cards typically offer accelerated earning on flights with

that carrier, along with airline-specific perks like priority boarding, free checked bags, and elite status

benefits. Consider cards like the CIBC Aeroplan Visa Infinite or the TD Aeroplan Visa Infinite Privilege

if you are loyal to Air Canada.

The Luxury Traveller

For those who prioritize comfort, convenience, and premium experiences, cards offering extensive

airport lounge access, hotel elite status, and generous travel credits are ideal. The American Express

Platinum Card excels in this category, providing access to a vast network of lounges and exclusive

hotel benefits. These cards often come with higher annual fees but deliver significant value through

their premium perks.

The International Explorer

If you frequently travel abroad and make purchases in foreign currencies, a card with no foreign

transaction fees is paramount. The Scotiabank Passport Visa Infinite Card is a standout in this regard.

Eliminating these fees can save you a significant amount of money over time, and often these cards

also offer good travel rewards and insurance.



The Value Seeker

If your primary goal is to maximize the value of your rewards and you are willing to do some research

to find the best redemptions, cards with flexible points currencies are a great choice. Cards like the

American Express Gold Rewards Card allow you to transfer points to various partners, offering the

flexibility to take advantage of the best available award deals across different airlines and hotels.

The Everyday Spender

For those who want to earn travel rewards on their everyday spending without a high annual fee, cards

with good base earn rates and moderate annual fees are suitable. These cards can still accumulate a

decent amount of points over time, especially if you are disciplined with your spending and pay off

your balance monthly.

FAQ

Q: What is the best travel credit card in Canada for earning miles?

A: The "best" for earning miles depends on your preferred airline program. For Aeroplan, the CIBC

Aeroplan Visa Infinite or TD Aeroplan Visa Infinite Privilege are strong contenders. For broader

flexibility, American Express cards with transferable points, like the Gold Rewards Card, allow transfers

to various airline partners, potentially yielding higher value depending on redemption.

Q: Are travel credit cards worth the annual fee in Canada?

A: For frequent travellers who can leverage the rewards and benefits, travel credit cards are often

worth the annual fee. The value derived from travel points, insurance coverage, lounge access, and

other perks can easily surpass the fee, especially with premium cards. It's essential to calculate the

potential value against the cost based on your spending and travel habits.



Q: Which Canadian travel credit cards offer the best travel insurance?

A: Premium travel cards typically offer the most comprehensive travel insurance packages. Cards like

the American Express Platinum Card and the TD Aeroplan Visa Infinite Privilege often include robust

trip cancellation/interruption, emergency medical, baggage delay, and rental car insurance. Always

review the specific policy details for coverage limits and terms.

Q: Can I use my Canadian travel credit card for purchases outside of

Canada?

A: Yes, you can use most Canadian travel credit cards for purchases outside of Canada. However, be

mindful of foreign transaction fees, which can add 2.5% or more to each purchase. Cards like the

Scotiabank Passport Visa Infinite Card are excellent choices as they waive these fees.

Q: How do I choose between an airline-specific card and a general

travel rewards card?

A: If you are loyal to a particular airline or alliance, an airline-specific card can be very rewarding due

to bonus miles and perks on that airline. If you value flexibility and want to redeem for various airlines,

hotels, or other travel options, a general travel rewards card with transferable points (like American

Express Membership Rewards) offers more versatility.

Q: What is the minimum credit score required for a good travel credit

card in Canada?

A: Most travel credit cards, especially those with premium benefits, require a good to excellent credit

score. While exact thresholds vary by issuer, a score of 650 or higher is generally a good starting

point, with scores of 700+ significantly increasing your approval chances for top-tier cards.



Q: Are welcome bonuses on travel credit cards worth it?

A: Welcome bonuses can offer significant value, often providing enough points or miles for a round-trip

flight or several hotel nights. They are a great way to boost your rewards balance quickly. However,

ensure you can meet the minimum spending requirement without overspending or incurring interest

charges.
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start packing your bags for that trip you’ve been dreaming a lifetime about. For more than half a
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Earn thousands of free frequent flyer points * Find discount travel cards that can save on hostels,
tours, and transportation * Get cheap (or free) plane tickets Whether it’s a two-week, two-month, or
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next Insider tips - get around like a local, avoid trouble spots and be safe on the road - local driving
rules, parking, toll roads Stretch Your Legs - the best things to do outside the car Essential info at
your fingertips - hours of operation, phone numbers, websites, prices Honest reviews for all budgets
- eating, sleeping, sightseeing, hidden gems that most guidebooks miss Lavish color photography
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provides inspiration throughout Covers Lake Superior, the Niagara Peninsula, the Kawarthas, the
Thousand Island Parkway, Toronto, Ottawa, the Laurentians, Montreal, Quebec City, Saguenay Fjord
National Park, the Gaspe Peninsula, and more. The Perfect Choice: Lonely Planet's Ontario &
Quebec's Best Road Trips is perfect for exploring Ontario and Quebec via the road and discovering
sights that are more accessible by car. Planning a Canadian trip sans a car? Lonely Planet's Canada,
our most comprehensive guide to Canada, is perfect for exploring both top sights and lesser-known
gems. Looking for a guide focused on a specific city? Check out Lonely Planet's Montreal & Quebec
City guide for a comprehensive look at all that these cities have to offer, or Pocket Toronto and
Pocket Montreal & Quebec City, handy-sized guides focused on the can't-miss sights for a quick trip.
About Lonely Planet: Lonely Planet is a leading travel media company, providing both inspiring and
trustworthy information for every kind of traveler since 1973. Over the past four decades, we've
printed over 145 million guidebooks and phrasebooks for 120 languages, and grown a dedicated,
passionate global community of travelers. You'll also find our content online, and in mobile apps,
videos, 14 languages, armchair and lifestyle books, ebooks, and more, enabling you to explore every
day. 'Lonely Planet guides are, quite simply, like no other.' � New York Times 'Lonely Planet. It's on
everyone's bookshelves; it's in every traveler's hands. It's on mobile phones. It's on the Internet. It's
everywhere, and it's telling entire generations of people how to travel the world.' � Fairfax Media
(Australia)
  best credit cards for travel canada: The Travel Guide to Canada Julia Wall, 2020-06-01 The
Travel Guide to Canada is published annually by Globelite Travel Marketing Inc. This high-quality
magazine includes detailed editorial sections on each of Canada's Provinces and Territories, as well
as feature sections on topics such as Indigenous Tourism, What's New, Golf, Food and Drink,
Cruising, Spas and more.
  best credit cards for travel canada: Personal Finance For Canadians For Dummies Eric
Tyson, Tony Martin, Michael McCullough, 2024-07-29 Gain financial literacy and get expert
advice—tailor made for the provinces Personal Finance For Canadians For Dummies is a
comprehensive guide and reference that helps you get smart about money, taking unique Canadian
laws and opportunities into account. The clear, jargon-free explanations in this book will lead you to
financial savvy. Understand how your earnings inform your budget, when to spend vs when to
borrow, how to invest wisely, and how to protect your assets. You’ll also learn best practices for
managing your money with an eye toward Canadian tax laws, retirement plans, education savings,
and pension plans. With the sound advice you’ll find inside, you’ll soon see your loonies turn into
toonies! Improve your financial literacy and establish realistic goals Reduce your spending, set a
budget, save for the future, and manage debt Minimize your tax bill and work out the differences
among retirement and savings plans Invest in stocks or real estate to protect and grow your assets
in the long term This is the perfect Dummies guide for Canadians looking for advice on how to best
manage their finances.
  best credit cards for travel canada: Canadian Winter Driver's Handbook Edition 2 Ron
and Eric Battiston, 2011-01-10 The Bible for winter driving based on millions of miles of driving on
snow and ice. This handbook will greatly improve your winter driving skills and reduce your chances
of death or injury. The information is clear and concise and unvarnished. The Authors are from
Northern Ontario where winter driving is a requirement for survival. The first edition was published
in 2009 and this is the second edition published in January 2011. It contains even more winter
driving secrets and techniques. The objective of the handbook is to greatly reduce the carnage on
our highways. Every day 8 Canadians are killed and 560 injured on our roads. In the USA over
40,000 are killed annually. This is the best investment any driver can make if they drive in winter
conditions!
  best credit cards for travel canada: Top 10 Vancouver & Victoria Constance Brissenden,
2009-12-21 Drawing on the same standards of accuracy as the acclaimed DK Eyewitness Travel
Guides, the DK Top 10 Guides use exciting and excellent cartography to provide a reliable and useful
travel companion. Dozens of Top 10 lists provide vital information on each destination, as well as



insider tips, from avoiding the crowds to finding out the freebies. The DK Top 10 Guides take the
work out of planning any trip.
  best credit cards for travel canada: Best Road Trips Canadian Rockies 1 Lonely Planet, 2023
Inside Lonely Planet's Canadian Rockies' Best Road Trips: Itineraries for classic road trips plus other
lesser-known drives with expert advice to pick the routes that suit your interests and needs
Full-color route maps - easy-to-read, detailed directions Detours - delightful diversions to see the
Canadian Rockies' highlights along the way Link Your Trip - cruise from one driving route to the next
Insider tips - get around like a local, avoid trouble spots and be safe on the road - local driving rules,
parking, toll roads Stretch Your Legs - the best things to do outside the car Essential info at your
fingertips - hours of operation, phone numbers, websites, prices Honest reviews for all budgets -
eating, sleeping, sightseeing, hidden gems that most guidebooks miss Lavish color photography
provides inspiration throughout Covers the Icefield Parkway, Radium Hot Springs, Emerald Lake,
Marble Canyon, Banff National Park, Spiral Tunnels, Yoho National Park, Lake Louise, Kootenay
Lake, Kimberley Alpine Resort and more. The Perfect Choice: Lonely Planet's Canadian Rockies' Best
Road Trips is perfect for exploring the Canadian Rockies via the road and discovering sights that are
more accessible by car. Planning a Canadian trip sans a car? Lonely Planet's Canada, our most
comprehensive guide to Canada, is perfect for exploring both top sights and lesser-known gems.
Looking for a guide focused on a specific region or city? Check out Lonely Planet's British Columbia
& the Canadian Rockies or Vancouver & Victoria guides for a comprehensive look at all that this
region has to offer, or Pocket Vancouver, a handy-sized guide focused on the can't-miss sights for a
quick trip. About Lonely Planet: Lonely Planet is a leading travel media company, providing both
inspiring and trustworthy information for every kind of traveler since 1973. Over the past four
decades, we've printed over 145 million guidebooks and phrasebooks for 120 languages, and grown
a dedicated, passionate global community of travelers. You'll also find our content online, and in
mobile apps, videos, 14 languages, armchair and lifestyle books, ebooks, and more, enabling you to
explore every day. 'Lonely Planet guides are, quite simply, like no other.' � New York Times 'Lonely
Planet. It's on everyone's bookshelves; it's in every traveler's hands. It's on mobile phones. It's on the
Internet. It's everywhere, and it's telling entire generations of people how to travel the world.' �
Fairfax Media (Australia)
  best credit cards for travel canada: The Canadian Snowbird Guide Douglas Gray, 2009-12-31
Each year, more than a million Canadians, affectionately dubbed Snowbirds, migrate to southern
climes to enjoy warm weather and sandy beaches. The strong Canadian dollar is making the trip
more affordable and attractive than ever. But post-9/11, Canadians face tighter security, higher
health costs, and higher fuel costs when traveling to the US. Canadians must budget accordingly.
Especially for first-timers, how can they properly plan their trip to ensure a worry-free time away
from home? Among the topics this book includes are: the Snowbird lifestyle; financial planning; what
documents you need to enter the US; what types of insurance and coverage are recommended;
ensuring you have an up-to-date will; how US tax law applies to Canadians if money is earned or
property sold; snowbirding in Mexico and Costa Rica; plus FAQs, checklists, and sources of further
information.
  best credit cards for travel canada: Fight Back Ellen Roseman, 2013-01-04 Money-saving
advice from Canada's leading consumer advocate In this book Ellen Roseman distills the financial
advice she gives in her columns and blogs into 81 quick tips that all Canadians can use to help them
spend sensibly, save money, and avoid costly consumer traps. This book of personal finance greatest
hits is filled with illustrative examples and cautionary advice from Roseman and stories from her
faithful readers. Filled with a wealth of information, the book includes the low-down on dealing with
banks and car dealers, cutting costs of communication services, improving your credit, buying and
renovating a home, fighting online fraud, ensuring you have the right insurance, and more. Offers an
easy-to-use guide for being smart with your money Includes how to advice on handling the most
common financial pitfalls Contains the best advice from Ellen Roseman's columns and blogs Written
by Canada's most popular and savvy consumer advocate Don't spend another dollar until you read



Ellen Roseman's best-ever tips for saving money and making wise financial decisions.
  best credit cards for travel canada: Frommer's Canada , 2006
  best credit cards for travel canada: Western Canada Ulysses Travel Guides, 2004-03 This
guidebook offers: Descriptions of numerous attractions, star-rated so you can spot the must-sees at a
glance; The best accommodations and restaurants, in every price range; All there is to know about
parks and historic sites, as well as outdoor activities; More than 50 regional and city maps to help
you customize your itinerary.
  best credit cards for travel canada: Passport to the Best of Cape Town, South Africa Carrie
Hampton, 2004 Passport to the best of Cape Town, South Afrca is relevant not just to the first time
traveller to this city, but the second and third time visitor too, serving travellers from around the
world as well as fellow South Africans.
  best credit cards for travel canada: Top 10 Cancun and Yucatan Nick Rider, 2012-06-07
Drawing on the same standards of accuracy as the acclaimed DK Eyewitness Travel Guides, DK Top
10 Cancun and Yucatan uses exciting colorful photography and excellent cartography to provide a
reliable and useful travel guide in ebook format. Dozens of Top 10 lists provide vital information on
each destination, as well as insider tips, from avoiding the crowds to finding out the freebies, The DK
Top 10 Guides take the work out of planning any trip.
  best credit cards for travel canada: Fodor's Vancouver & British Columbia Caroline Trefler,
2006 Detailed and timely information on accommodations, restaurants, and local attractions
highlight these updated travel guides, which feature all-new covers, a two-color interior design,
symbols to indicate budget options, must-see ratings, multi-day itineraries, Smart Travel Tips,
helpful bulleted maps, tips on transportation, guidelines for shopping excursions, and other valuable
features. Original.
  best credit cards for travel canada: Cruising World , 1981-01
  best credit cards for travel canada: United States of America V. Olmstead, Jr , 1974
  best credit cards for travel canada: Canada Eva Ambros, 1998 Annotation. Fully
colour-illustrated travel guides packed with information on the history and culture of a destination.
  best credit cards for travel canada: DK Eyewitness Travel Guide Eastern and Central Europe
DK Travel, 2015-08-04 The DK Eyewitness Travel Guide: Eastern and Central Europe is your
indispensable guide to this beautiful part of the world. The fully updated guide includes unique
cutaways, floor plans, and reconstructions of the must-see sites, plus street-by-street maps of all the
fascinating cities and towns. The uniquely visual DK Eyewitness Travel Guide: Eastern and Central
Europe will help you to discover everything region-by-region, from local festivals and markets to day
trips around the countryside. DK Eyewitness Travel Guide: Eastern and Central Europe: showing you
what others only tell you.
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