
best credit cards for miles

Understanding the Appeal of Miles Credit Cards

best credit cards for miles offer a compelling way to turn everyday spending into free travel and exclusive
perks. For savvy consumers, these cards are not just transactional tools but gateways to enhanced travel
experiences, from booking flights to upgrading hotel rooms. The allure lies in accumulating points or miles
that can be redeemed for a wide array of travel-related redemptions, often at a value exceeding that of
cash-back rewards. Mastering the art of miles accumulation and redemption is key to unlocking their full
potential, making informed choices about which card best suits your spending habits and travel aspirations
crucial. This comprehensive guide will delve into the top contenders, explore their unique benefits, and
equip you with the knowledge to select the optimal card for your journey.
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The Top Tier: Best Credit Cards for Miles

Choosing the right travel rewards credit card can significantly impact your ability to travel more often and
in greater comfort. The market is flooded with options, each boasting different reward structures, sign-up
bonuses, and benefits. Understanding the nuances of these cards is paramount to maximizing your rewards.



We will explore some of the most highly regarded credit cards for earning miles, focusing on their
strengths and ideal user profiles.

Premium Travel Rewards Cards

These cards often come with higher annual fees but offer the most comprehensive suite of benefits,
including airport lounge access, travel credits, and elite status with airlines or hotels. They are ideal for
frequent travelers who can leverage the perks to offset the annual cost.

The Platinum Card from American Express

This card is a powerhouse for travelers, offering extensive airport lounge access, including The Centurion
Lounge network, Delta Sky Clubs (when flying Delta), and Priority Pass lounges. It also provides a
monthly Uber credit, a hotel credit for qualifying bookings, and statement credits for Global Entry or TSA
PreCheck application fees. The earning rates are strong on flights booked directly with airlines or through
Amex Travel, and on prepaid hotels booked on amextravel.com.

Chase Sapphire Reserve

Renowned for its robust travel protections and rewards program, the Chase Sapphire Reserve offers a
valuable annual travel credit that can be used for flights, hotels, and rental cars. Its points are highly
versatile through the Chase Ultimate Rewards portal, and it provides primary car rental insurance and trip
cancellation/interruption insurance. Cardholders also receive complimentary access to the Priority Pass
Select lounge network.

Mid-Tier Travel Rewards Cards

These cards strike a balance between generous rewards and more manageable annual fees, making them
accessible to a wider range of travelers. They often provide solid earning rates on everyday spending and
essential travel perks.

Chase Sapphire Preferred Card

Often considered the entry point into premium travel rewards, the Chase Sapphire Preferred card offers
excellent value with no foreign transaction fees and a straightforward rewards program. It earns bonus
points on travel and dining purchases, and its points can be transferred to various airline and hotel partners
through the Chase Ultimate Rewards program. The card also includes purchase protection and extended



warranty benefits.

Capital One Venture X Rewards Credit Card

This card has quickly become a favorite due to its competitive rewards structure and valuable perks,
including a significant annual travel credit and an anniversary bonus of miles. It offers unlimited 2X miles
on every purchase, 5X miles on hotels and rental cars booked through Capital One Travel, and 10X miles
on select purchases. Access to Capital One Lounges and select Priority Pass lounges is also a key benefit.

Co-Branded Airline and Hotel Cards

For individuals loyal to a specific airline alliance or hotel chain, co-branded cards can offer unparalleled
benefits, such as free checked bags, priority boarding, and bonus points on purchases with that brand.

United Explorer Card

This card is a strong choice for frequent United Airlines flyers. It offers priority boarding, a free first
checked bag, and bonus miles on United purchases. Cardholders also receive a Global Entry or TSA
PreCheck application credit and access to discounted award redemptions.

Marriott Bonvoy Boundless Card

Ideal for guests who frequently stay at Marriott properties, this card earns bonus points on eligible Marriott
purchases and offers an annual free night award after account anniversary and meeting a spending
requirement. It also provides complimentary Marriott Bonvoy Silver Elite status.

Key Features to Consider When Choosing a Miles Card

Selecting the best credit card for miles involves more than just looking at the rewards rate. A multifaceted
approach is necessary to ensure the card aligns with your spending habits, travel frequency, and overall
financial goals. Understanding each feature’s impact can lead to significantly greater value from your credit
card usage.

Sign-Up Bonuses



A substantial sign-up bonus can be a significant boon to any traveler looking to kickstart their miles balance.
These bonuses, often awarded after meeting an initial spending threshold within a specified timeframe, can
be worth hundreds or even thousands of dollars in redeemed travel. It's crucial to assess whether the
spending requirement is realistic for your budget to avoid unnecessary overspending.

Earning Rates and Bonus Categories

The core of any miles credit card is its earning potential. Look for cards that offer accelerated earning rates
on categories where you spend the most. For example, if you frequently dine out, a card with a bonus
multiplier on dining purchases will be more beneficial than one that only offers a flat rate on all spending.
Travel and gas are other common bonus categories.

Redemption Options and Flexibility

The value of earned miles is heavily dependent on how they can be redeemed. Some cards offer a simple
redemption system through their own travel portal, while others allow for transfers to a variety of airline
and hotel loyalty programs. Transferable points generally offer greater flexibility and the potential for
higher redemption values, especially when used strategically with airline partners.

Annual Fees and Associated Perks

Many premium miles cards come with annual fees, which can range from modest to substantial. It's
essential to evaluate whether the benefits offered by the card – such as lounge access, travel credits, elite
status, or insurance protections – outweigh the cost of the annual fee for your personal travel habits. A card
with a high annual fee might be cost-effective if you consistently utilize its premium benefits.

Travel Protections and Insurance

Beyond earning miles, many travel credit cards offer valuable protections that can save you money and
provide peace of mind. These can include trip cancellation and interruption insurance, lost luggage
reimbursement, car rental insurance (often primary coverage), and emergency medical assistance. These
benefits can be invaluable when unforeseen circumstances arise during travel.



Maximizing Your Miles: Strategies for Earning and Redeeming

Accumulating miles is only half the battle; effectively redeeming them for maximum value is where true
travel hacking prowess shines. A strategic approach to both earning and redeeming can transform your
credit card rewards into aspirational travel experiences.

Strategic Spending

The most straightforward way to boost your miles balance is to align your spending with the card's bonus
categories. If your primary travel card offers 3X miles on dining, make a conscious effort to use that card for
all restaurant bills, coffee shop visits, and takeout orders. Similarly, if a card excels in travel spending,
prioritize booking flights and hotels with it.

Leveraging Sign-Up Bonuses

As mentioned, sign-up bonuses are a fantastic way to jumpstart your miles accumulation. However, it’s
important to meet the spending requirements organically rather than overspending. Plan your larger
purchases or upcoming expenses around when you open a new card to efficiently meet the bonus criteria.

Transfer Partners and Sweet Spots

For cards with transferable points (like Chase Ultimate Rewards or American Express Membership
Rewards), understanding the transfer partners is crucial. Different partners will offer varying redemption
values. Identifying "sweet spots" – where a relatively small number of points can book a premium
itinerary – can unlock exceptional value. For instance, transferring Chase points to World of Hyatt might
yield a higher per-point value than transferring to other hotel partners.

Utilizing Travel Portals

While direct transfers to airline and hotel partners often provide the best value, travel portals offered by
credit card issuers can also be useful. They offer a convenient way to book flights, hotels, and rental cars,
and sometimes offer bonus points on bookings made through their platform. It’s worth comparing
redemption rates on the portal versus transferring points before booking.



Considering Award Availability

When aiming for specific flights or hotel stays using miles, award availability can be a limiting factor. It’s
often advisable to book award travel as far in advance as possible, especially for popular routes or during
peak travel seasons. Flexibility with your travel dates can also significantly improve your chances of
finding award availability.

Who Should Get a Miles Credit Card?

Miles credit cards are not a one-size-fits-all solution. Their value is maximized by individuals who align
with certain spending habits and travel intentions. Understanding these profiles can help you determine if
a miles card is the right choice for your financial toolkit.

Frequent travelers who aim to offset the cost of flights and accommodations.

Individuals who can strategically utilize bonus categories to maximize earnings on everyday
spending.

Those who are comfortable managing a credit card with an annual fee and can leverage the
associated benefits.

Consumers who are organized and proactive in managing their rewards and redemption schedules.

People who are willing to research and compare redemption options to secure the best value for
their miles.

Navigating Annual Fees and Redemption Options

The decision to apply for a miles credit card often hinges on balancing the annual fee with the potential
value of the rewards and benefits. A thorough understanding of both aspects is critical for making a sound
financial decision.

Evaluating Annual Fees



Annual fees on travel rewards cards can vary widely. Premium cards, which offer extensive perks like
lounge access, elite status, and generous travel credits, typically carry higher fees, often $400 or more. Mid-
tier cards usually fall in the $95 to $150 range, while some entry-level travel cards may have no annual fee
at all or waive it for the first year. The key is to perform a cost-benefit analysis. If you frequently use
airport lounges, a card with a $550 annual fee and unlimited lounge access might be more economical than
paying for individual lounge visits. Similarly, if a card offers a $300 annual travel credit and you spend at
least that much on travel each year, the net cost of the card is significantly reduced.

Understanding Redemption Values

The perceived value of miles can differ greatly depending on how they are redeemed. For example,
redeeming points for merchandise or gift cards often results in a lower value per point compared to
redeeming them for flights or hotel stays. The most lucrative redemptions are typically found when
transferring points to airline or hotel partners and booking premium cabin flights or luxury hotel stays. It's
crucial to research redemption options for your preferred travel partners and compare the value you can
achieve. A good rule of thumb is to aim for at least 1.5 to 2 cents per point, though this can vary.

Foreign Transaction Fees

For international travelers, avoiding foreign transaction fees is a critical consideration. Many travel rewards
credit cards, especially those designed for globetrotters, waive these fees, which typically amount to 1-3% of
each transaction made in a foreign currency. Using a card with foreign transaction fees can quickly erode
the value of any miles earned on international spending.

Conclusion: Your Path to Rewarding Travel

The world of credit cards for miles is dynamic and offers a plethora of opportunities for travelers to enhance
their journeys. By carefully considering the features, earning potential, and redemption strategies of
different cards, you can find a product that perfectly aligns with your spending habits and travel
aspirations. The best credit cards for miles are those that empower you to travel more, experience more,
and save more, transforming everyday purchases into unforgettable adventures. Armed with the
knowledge from this guide, you are well-equipped to make an informed decision and embark on a more
rewarding travel future.

FAQ: Best Credit Cards for Miles



Q: What is the best way to start earning miles if I'm new to travel
rewards credit cards?
A: For beginners, it's often recommended to start with a card that has a straightforward rewards program
and a manageable annual fee, such as the Chase Sapphire Preferred Card or Capital One Venture Rewards
Credit Card. These cards offer good earning rates on common spending categories and flexible redemption
options, allowing you to get a feel for accumulating and using miles without overwhelming complexity.

Q: How do I determine the "best" credit card for miles for my specific
needs?
A: The "best" card is subjective and depends on your individual spending habits, travel frequency, and
redemption preferences. Consider where you spend the most money (e.g., dining, groceries, travel), which
airlines or hotels you frequent, and what benefits are most valuable to you (e.g., lounge access, travel
credits, no foreign transaction fees). Researching cards that align with these factors will lead you to the
optimal choice.

Q: Are annual fees on miles credit cards worth the cost?
A: Annual fees can be worth it if you can leverage the card's benefits to offset the cost. Premium cards with
higher fees often come with valuable perks like airport lounge access, annual travel credits, and elite status,
which can easily justify the fee for frequent travelers. Always calculate whether the value of the benefits
you will use exceeds the annual fee.

Q: What are transferable points, and why are they beneficial for earning
miles?
A: Transferable points are rewards earned from credit cards that can be transferred to the loyalty programs
of various airline and hotel partners. This offers greater flexibility than points tied to a single issuer's travel
portal, as you can strategically transfer them to partners where you can achieve higher redemption values,
often referred to as "sweet spots."

Q: How can I maximize the value of my miles when redeeming them?
A: To maximize the value of your miles, focus on redeeming them for flights in business or first class, or for
hotel stays during peak seasons when cash prices are high. Also, explore transfer partners that offer good
redemption rates for specific routes or destinations. Comparing the cash price of a flight or hotel with the
mileage cost can help you determine if it's a good redemption value.



Q: Are there any credit cards that offer a significant number of miles
without a high annual fee?
A: Yes, several cards offer good value without very high annual fees. Cards like the Chase Sapphire
Preferred Card have a moderate annual fee but offer excellent earning rates and flexible redemption
options through the Chase Ultimate Rewards program. Some co-branded airline or hotel cards also offer
solid benefits with more modest annual fees, especially if you are loyal to a specific brand.

Q: What is a good starting sign-up bonus to look for on a miles credit card?
A: A good sign-up bonus for a travel rewards credit card typically ranges from 50,000 to 100,000 points or
miles, or more for premium cards, after meeting an initial spending requirement. The actual value of a
sign-up bonus depends on the redemption rate, but a substantial bonus can significantly boost your rewards
balance quickly.

Q: Should I get a co-branded airline card or a general travel rewards card?
A: This decision depends on your loyalty. If you consistently fly with a particular airline or stay with a
specific hotel chain, a co-branded card can offer valuable perks like free checked bags, priority boarding, or
elite status. However, if you prefer flexibility and want to redeem miles across various airlines and hotels, a
general travel rewards card with transferable points is usually a better choice.
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On! is a complete guide that shares advice, tools, and tips that will make travel easier for anyone
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most practical survival skills—and also one we've convinced ourselves we're either born with or not.
In reality, financial planning can be learned, like anything else. Part financial memoir and part
research-based guide to attaining lifelong security, This Is the Year I Put My Financial Life in Order
is the book that everyone who has never wanted to read a preachy financial guide has been waiting
for. John Schwartz and his wife, Jeanne, are pre-retirement workers of an economic class well above
the poverty line, but well below the one percent. Sharing his own alternately harrowing and
hilarious stories—from his brush with financial ruin and bankruptcy in his thirties to his short-lived
budgeted diet of cafeteria french fries and gravy—John will walk you through his own journey to
financial literacy, which he admittedly started a bit late. He covers everything from investments to
retirement and insurance to wills (at fifty-eight, he didn't have one!), medical directives and more.
Whether you're a college grad wanting to start out on the right foot or you're approaching
retirement age and still wondering what a 401(K) is, This Is the Year I Put My Financial Life in Order
will help you become your own best financial adviser.
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card bills? - Would you like some practical advice on how to make your money go further? Perfect
Money Saving is the essential guide for anyone who wants to take control of their finances. Covering



everything from home-made presents to cheaper mortgages, it gives step-by-step guidance on how
to cut your costs without giving up the things you enjoy. With sections on debt management and
your financial portfolio, as well as a month-by-month breakdown showing where and when to grab
the best bargains, Perfect Money Saving has all you need to make the most of every penny. The
Perfect series is a range of practical guides that give clear and straightforward advice on everything
from getting your first job to choosing your baby's name. Written by experienced authors offering
tried-and-tested tips, each book contains all you need to get it right first time.
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source of information available today on savings and investments, taxes, money management, home
ownership and many other personal finance topics.
  best credit cards for miles: Complete Book of Dirty Little Secrets From the Credit
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to bring you this insider’s guide to credit. Revealing jaw-dropping secrets, strategies and tools, Rich
and his team of industry insiders show you how to get out from under any credit crunch, and get
back in control of your financial future—in less than 12 months! Discover how to increase your credit
score, remove incorrect and negative information from your credit reports, rebuild destroyed credit,
and ultimately, save hundreds, possibly thousands, of dollars every month! • Boost your credit
scores and overall rating • Work with collection agencies, creditors, and lenders to pay off debts and
overcome past mistakes • Get the best rates on credit cards, auto loans, and mortgages and start
saving • Avoid the most common financial and credit-related mistakes made by millions • Learn how
to identify and avoid “credit repair” and “credit score boosting” scams • And more Includes
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successful trip to take photos. The guide is full of easy-to-understand tips and tricks for planning
your journey, whether it is your first time travelling, your first photo trip, or you’re looking for ways
to increase your ability to come away with killer images. The practical advice, from years of
experience and research, focuses on using your time effectively. Inside this guide Planning •
Researching - where to go, where to stay, what to see, and creating of photo shot lists. • Technique -
effective practice, exploring functions of your camera, and using accessories. • Bookings - tips and
tricks for efficiency and improving the odds of getting great photos. • Administrative matters - visas,
travel insurance, vaccinations, and documentation. Making the most of your trip • On the road -
in-depth series of tips and tricks when you are on the ground. • Packing - avoiding becoming a pack
horse! • Transportation - coping with getting to and from your destination. • Backups - how to
manage your photos and memory cards during your trip. • Post-game - what to prioritise after your
trip. Managing your travel photos • Processing workflows - managing and editing your photo
collections. • Publishing - sharing your photos on social media and potential pitfalls. • Selling your
photos - exploring stock photography and other potential revenue streams.
  best credit cards for miles: Fast Cash Billy Allen, 2010-10 FAST CASH! will show you how to
make the most from your money. From saving to investing, this book is a must read if you are
wanting to retire early and make the most from your life. Make your money work for you not the
other way round. With an easy to follow way of keeping hold of the money you earn learn how to
invest, buy property and renovate it for a profit and retire early so you can do what you want! If you
want to work for the rest of your life then this book is not for you! If you want to know how to
become wealthy then read FAST CASH! digest it put what you learn into practice and enjoy your
life!
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Lesley de Meza, Stephen De Silva, 2020-02-17 Develop your students' skills and understanding of



PSHE and encourage an active learning approach, all whilst providing essential coverage of the
2020 statutory guidelines. The flexible design of this KS4 student book is compatible with whichever
way your school delivers PSHE. User-friendly for both experienced PSHE Leads and for
non-specialist teachers, it is packed full lesson outcomes and starter sections, as well as lot of
activities students can get involved in. - Provide the right level of knowledge and understanding of
PSHE education pupils need with this KS4 Student Book that has topic suitability for this age range.
- Learning outcomes at the start of every lesson, along with a short activity to introduce students to
the topic and get them thinking provides an easy way in to every lesson - Source-based activities
support an activity-based learning scheme that is accessible to students of all abilities
  best credit cards for miles: Kiplinger's Personal Finance , 2005-06 The most trustworthy
source of information available today on savings and investments, taxes, money management, home
ownership and many other personal finance topics.

Related to best credit cards for miles
articles - "it is best" vs. "it is the best" - English Language   The word "best" is an adjective,
and adjectives do not take articles by themselves. Because the noun car is modified by the
superlative adjective best, and because this makes
difference - "What was best" vs "what was the best"? - English   In the following sentence,
however, best is an adjective: "What was best?" If we insert the word the, we get a noun phrase, the
best. You could certainly declare that after
adverbs - About "best" , "the best" , and "most" - English   Both sentences could mean the
same thing, however I like you best. I like chocolate best, better than anything else can be used
when what one is choosing from is not
grammar - It was the best ever vs it is the best ever? - English   So, " It is the best ever "
means it's the best of all time, up to the present. " It was the best ever " means either it was the best
up to that point in time, and a better one may have
"Which one is the best" vs. "which one the best is"   "Which one is the best" is obviously a
question format, so it makes sense that " which one the best is " should be the correct form. This is
very good instinct, and you could
how to use “best” as adverb? - English Language Learners Stack 1 Your example already
shows how to use "best" as an adverb. It is also a superlative, like "greatest", or "highest", so just as
you would use it as an adjective to show that something is
expressions - "it's best" - how should it be used? - English   It's best that he bought it
yesterday. or It's good that he bought it yesterday. 2a has a quite different meaning, implying that
what is being approved of is not that the purchase be
valediction - "With best/kind regards" vs "Best/Kind regards"   5 In Europe, it is not
uncommon to receive emails with the valediction With best/kind regards, instead of the more typical
and shorter Best/Kind regards. When I see a
definite article - "Most" "best" with or without "the" - English   I mean here "You are the best
at tennis" "and "you are best at tennis", "choose the book you like the best or best" both of them can
have different meanings but "most" and
How to use "best ever" - English Language Learners Stack Exchange   Consider this
sentences: This is the best ever song that I've heard. This is the best song ever that I've heard.
Which of them is correct? How should we combine "best ever" and a
articles - "it is best" vs. "it is the best" - English Language   The word "best" is an adjective,
and adjectives do not take articles by themselves. Because the noun car is modified by the
superlative adjective best, and because this makes
difference - "What was best" vs "what was the best"? - English   In the following sentence,
however, best is an adjective: "What was best?" If we insert the word the, we get a noun phrase, the
best. You could certainly declare that after
adverbs - About "best" , "the best" , and "most" - English Language   Both sentences could



mean the same thing, however I like you best. I like chocolate best, better than anything else can be
used when what one is choosing from is not
grammar - It was the best ever vs it is the best ever? - English   So, " It is the best ever "
means it's the best of all time, up to the present. " It was the best ever " means either it was the best
up to that point in time, and a better one may have
"Which one is the best" vs. "which one the best is"   "Which one is the best" is obviously a
question format, so it makes sense that " which one the best is " should be the correct form. This is
very good instinct, and you could
how to use “best” as adverb? - English Language Learners Stack 1 Your example already
shows how to use "best" as an adverb. It is also a superlative, like "greatest", or "highest", so just as
you would use it as an adjective to show that something is
expressions - "it's best" - how should it be used? - English   It's best that he bought it
yesterday. or It's good that he bought it yesterday. 2a has a quite different meaning, implying that
what is being approved of is not that the purchase be
valediction - "With best/kind regards" vs "Best/Kind regards"   5 In Europe, it is not
uncommon to receive emails with the valediction With best/kind regards, instead of the more typical
and shorter Best/Kind regards. When I see a
definite article - "Most" "best" with or without "the" - English   I mean here "You are the best
at tennis" "and "you are best at tennis", "choose the book you like the best or best" both of them can
have different meanings but "most" and
How to use "best ever" - English Language Learners Stack Exchange   Consider this
sentences: This is the best ever song that I've heard. This is the best song ever that I've heard.
Which of them is correct? How should we combine "best ever" and a
articles - "it is best" vs. "it is the best" - English Language   The word "best" is an adjective,
and adjectives do not take articles by themselves. Because the noun car is modified by the
superlative adjective best, and because this makes
difference - "What was best" vs "what was the best"? - English   In the following sentence,
however, best is an adjective: "What was best?" If we insert the word the, we get a noun phrase, the
best. You could certainly declare that after
adverbs - About "best" , "the best" , and "most" - English   Both sentences could mean the
same thing, however I like you best. I like chocolate best, better than anything else can be used
when what one is choosing from is not
grammar - It was the best ever vs it is the best ever? - English   So, " It is the best ever "
means it's the best of all time, up to the present. " It was the best ever " means either it was the best
up to that point in time, and a better one may have
"Which one is the best" vs. "which one the best is"   "Which one is the best" is obviously a
question format, so it makes sense that " which one the best is " should be the correct form. This is
very good instinct, and you could
how to use “best” as adverb? - English Language Learners Stack 1 Your example already
shows how to use "best" as an adverb. It is also a superlative, like "greatest", or "highest", so just as
you would use it as an adjective to show that something is
expressions - "it's best" - how should it be used? - English   It's best that he bought it
yesterday. or It's good that he bought it yesterday. 2a has a quite different meaning, implying that
what is being approved of is not that the purchase be
valediction - "With best/kind regards" vs "Best/Kind regards"   5 In Europe, it is not
uncommon to receive emails with the valediction With best/kind regards, instead of the more typical
and shorter Best/Kind regards. When I see a
definite article - "Most" "best" with or without "the" - English   I mean here "You are the best
at tennis" "and "you are best at tennis", "choose the book you like the best or best" both of them can
have different meanings but "most" and
How to use "best ever" - English Language Learners Stack Exchange   Consider this



sentences: This is the best ever song that I've heard. This is the best song ever that I've heard.
Which of them is correct? How should we combine "best ever" and a

Back to Home: https://testgruff.allegrograph.com

https://testgruff.allegrograph.com

