
how to save money at mcdonald's
Unlock Big Savings: Your Ultimate Guide on How to Save Money at McDonald's

how to save money at mcdonald's is a common quest for many looking to enjoy their
favorite fast food without breaking the bank. Fortunately, with a strategic approach, you
can significantly reduce your spending on those iconic burgers, fries, and McCafe drinks.
This comprehensive guide will equip you with insider tips, app-exclusive deals, and smart
ordering techniques to maximize your savings. We'll explore everything from leveraging
loyalty programs and understanding menu hacks to capitalizing on special promotions and
avoiding common money pitfalls. Get ready to transform your McDonald's visits into
budget-friendly experiences.
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Leveraging the McDonald's App for Maximum
Savings

The McDonald's app is arguably the most powerful tool in your arsenal for saving money
at the Golden Arches. It’s designed to offer exclusive deals, personalized offers, and a
streamlined ordering process that often comes with built-in savings. Familiarizing yourself
with its features is the first step towards unlocking significant discounts on your favorite
meals.

Understanding App-Exclusive Offers

The McDonald's app regularly features deals that are not available anywhere else. These
can range from free items with a purchase to percentage discounts on entire orders. It’s
crucial to check the app before every visit, as these offers often rotate weekly or even
daily. Some common app-exclusive deals include free fries with a minimum spend,
discounted breakfast sandwiches, or a free beverage with the purchase of an entree.

Navigating the "Deals" Section

Within the app, you'll find a dedicated "Deals" section. This is where all the current
promotional offers are listed. Take the time to scroll through and see what's available. You



can typically "add" these deals to your order once you start customizing your meal. It's a
good practice to check this section even if you're just planning a quick snack, as a small
discount can add up over time.

Mobile Order and Pay Savings

When you place an order through the app for pickup or delivery, you can apply your
selected deals directly. This ensures you don't miss out on any potential savings. Many
users find that the convenience of mobile ordering, combined with the guaranteed
discounts, makes it a superior way to purchase McDonald's items compared to ordering at
the counter.

Maximizing Value with the McDonald's Rewards
Program

The McDonald's Rewards program is seamlessly integrated into the app and is designed to
reward frequent customers. By earning points on every purchase, you can redeem them
for free food and drinks, effectively lowering your overall cost. Understanding how to earn
and redeem these points is key to getting the most value.

Earning Points on Every Purchase

For every dollar you spend through the McDonald's app or by scanning your app at the
register, you earn 100 points. These points accumulate quickly, especially if you dine at
McDonald's regularly. It's important to ensure your account is linked correctly and that
you're either ordering through the app or presenting your QR code at the time of purchase
to receive credit.

Redeeming Points for Free Menu Items

Once you accumulate enough points, you can redeem them for a variety of menu items.
The redemption tiers typically start with lower point values for smaller items like small
fries or a coffee, and increase for larger items like Big Macs or Quarter Pounders.
McDonald's often has special redemption offers where you might get more value for your
points during promotional periods.

Understanding Tiered Rewards

The McDonald's Rewards program sometimes features tiered benefits that unlock
additional perks as you earn more points. While the core benefit is free food, higher tiers



might offer exclusive deals, early access to new products, or even birthday rewards.
Staying aware of your progress within the loyalty program can incentivize you to earn
more and unlock further savings.

Smart Menu Strategies to Save Money

Beyond just using the app and rewards, strategic choices when ordering from the
McDonald's menu can lead to substantial savings. This involves understanding portion
sizes, leveraging combo meal values, and exploring less obvious menu items.

The Power of Value Meals and Combos

McDonald's value meals, often referred to as combos, typically offer a main entree, a side
of fries, and a drink for a set price. This is almost always more economical than
purchasing each item separately. Always compare the cost of a combo to the à la carte
prices of its components to ensure you are indeed getting a good deal.

Customizing Your Order for Savings

Sometimes, customizing your order can lead to savings. For example, if you don't want
fries, ordering a sandwich separately might be cheaper than a combo. Conversely, if you
desire a drink and fries but not the entree, a combo might still be the most cost-effective
way to acquire those items. Also, consider ordering a larger drink size if it's part of a
combo, as the upgrade cost is often minimal.

Exploring the Dollar Menu and Budget-Friendly Options

While the traditional "dollar menu" has evolved, McDonald's often maintains a selection of
lower-priced items. These can be great for a light snack or as add-ons to a meal without
significantly increasing the total cost. Keep an eye out for items like McChicken
sandwiches, apple pies, or small cones that offer a treat at a lower price point.

Understanding and Utilizing McDonald's Deals
and Promotions

McDonald's frequently runs various promotions, special offers, and limited-time deals that
can significantly reduce your spending. Staying informed about these opportunities is
crucial for any savvy saver.



Seasonal and Holiday Promotions

McDonald's often aligns promotions with holidays or specific seasons. These can include
themed meals, discounted bundles, or special menu items that come with added value. For
instance, during the summer, you might find deals on McFlurries, or around holidays,
special family meal packages.

Happy Meal Value for Adults

While targeted at children, the McDonald's Happy Meal can sometimes be a surprisingly
good value for adults looking for a smaller, more affordable meal. It often includes an
entree, side, drink, and a toy. If the portion sizes suit your appetite, this can be a way to
get a complete meal at a lower price than a standard combo.

Participating in National Offers and Contests

Keep an eye out for national campaigns, such as Monopoly at McDonald's or other prize-
based promotions. While not a direct discount, winning prizes or collecting game pieces
that lead to free food or discounts can be a significant cost-saver if you're lucky. Always
check the official rules and eligibility requirements.

Beyond the App: Other Ways to Save at
McDonald's

While the app is a powerhouse for savings, there are still other traditional methods and
smart habits that can help you spend less at McDonald's.

Water Instead of Sugary Drinks

Opting for a free cup of water instead of a soda or other expensive beverage with your
meal can lead to immediate savings. Sugary drinks often have a significant markup, and
choosing water is not only a healthier option but a fiscally responsible one.

Loyalty Cards and Punch Cards (Where Available)

Although less common now with the rise of apps, some McDonald's locations might still
offer physical loyalty or punch cards for certain items like coffee. If you see these, be sure
to grab one and get it stamped with every qualifying purchase to earn a free item after a
set number of purchases.



Using Coupons from Mailers and Flyers

Occasionally, McDonald's distributes coupons through direct mail or local flyers. While
these may require you to order in person, they can offer substantial discounts or freebies
that are worth the effort if you're planning a visit.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid When Trying to Save
Money

Even with the best intentions, it's easy to overspend at McDonald's. Being aware of
common traps can help you stick to your budget.

Impulse Purchases and Upsizing

The temptation to add extra items or upsell to larger sizes can quickly derail your savings
plan. Before automatically agreeing to an upsell, consider if you truly need the larger size
or if that extra item is essential. Stick to your original plan.

Ordering When Not Truly Hungry

Sometimes, a visit to McDonald's is driven by cravings rather than genuine hunger.
Ordering food when you're not truly hungry can lead to wasted food or spending money on
items you don't fully enjoy, ultimately feeling like a loss.

Forgetting to Apply Deals or Scan Your App

The most frustrating way to overspend is to forget to use a discount you're entitled to.
Double-check that your app deals are applied before finalizing your mobile order, and
always remember to scan your app or loyalty card when ordering in person to earn
rewards.

Over-reliance on Delivery Fees

While convenient, McDonald's delivery services through third-party apps often come with
significant delivery fees, service fees, and sometimes higher menu prices. Unless there's a
special delivery promotion, picking up your order yourself is almost always more cost-
effective.

---



FAQ

Q: How can I get the most out of the McDonald's app to
save money?
A: To maximize savings with the McDonald's app, regularly check the "Deals" section for
exclusive offers that rotate frequently. Make sure to add these deals to your order before
payment. Also, leverage the McDonald's Rewards program within the app by earning
points on every purchase and redeeming them for free menu items. Mobile ordering and
paying through the app also ensures you don't miss any applicable discounts.

Q: What is the McDonald's Rewards program, and how
does it help me save money?
A: The McDonald's Rewards program is a loyalty program accessible through the
McDonald's app. You earn points for every dollar spent, which can then be redeemed for
free food and drinks. It's a straightforward way to get "free" items over time, effectively
reducing your overall spending on McDonald's meals.

Q: Are there any menu items at McDonald's that are
consistently good value for money?
A: Typically, McDonald's value meals or combos offer the best bang for your buck, as they
bundle an entree, side, and drink at a lower price than purchasing them individually. The
items on their limited-time "dollar menu" or other budget-friendly sections, such as
McChicken sandwiches or apple pies, also provide good value for snacks or lighter meals.

Q: Can I use coupons at McDonald's if I order through
the app?
A: Generally, app-exclusive deals are applied directly within the app's ordering system.
Traditional paper coupons are usually intended for in-person orders and may need to be
presented at the counter or drive-thru. It's always best to check the terms and conditions
of specific coupons or app offers to understand where and how they can be redeemed.

Q: Is it cheaper to order McDonald's through a third-
party delivery app or directly from McDonald's?
A: Ordering directly from McDonald's, especially through their own app for pickup, is
almost always cheaper than using third-party delivery apps. Delivery apps often add
significant fees, including delivery fees, service fees, and sometimes inflated menu prices,
which can substantially increase your total cost.



Q: How can I avoid spending more than I intend to when
ordering at McDonald's?
A: To avoid overspending, plan your order beforehand and stick to it. Resist impulse
purchases and upsizes unless they truly offer a significant benefit. Consider if you are
genuinely hungry before ordering. Also, make it a habit to always check for available deals
in the McDonald's app and ensure you're applying them correctly, or by scanning your
app/loyalty card when ordering in person.

Q: Are there ways to save money on McCafe drinks at
McDonald's?
A: Yes, you can save money on McCafe drinks by utilizing the McDonald's app for
exclusive deals and promotions that often include discounts on coffee or other beverages.
The McDonald's Rewards program also allows you to earn points that can be redeemed for
free McCafe drinks. Choosing a free cup of water instead of a paid beverage is also a
direct saving.

Q: What if I don't have the McDonald's app? How can I
still save money there?
A: Even without the app, you can still save money by taking advantage of McDonald's
value meals, which offer bundled savings. Look for any physical coupons that may be
distributed in mailers or flyers. Opting for water instead of sugary drinks is a consistent
way to cut costs. If available, inquire about any physical loyalty cards for specific items
like coffee.
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