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How to Save a Money Tree From Dying: A
Comprehensive Guide

how to save money tree from dying is a question many plant enthusiasts ponder when their beloved
Pachira aquatica starts showing signs of distress. These popular houseplants, often associated with good
fortune, can unfortunately be susceptible to various issues that lead to wilting, yellowing leaves, or root rot.
Fortunately, with careful observation and prompt action, it's often possible to revive a struggling money
tree and restore its vibrant health. This comprehensive guide will delve into the common causes of money
tree decline and provide detailed, actionable steps for diagnosis and recovery, covering everything from
watering and light requirements to pest control and repotting.
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Understanding Common Money Tree Problems
Money trees, or Pachira aquatica, are generally robust plants, but they can falter if their specific
environmental needs are not met. The most frequent culprits behind a dying money tree are improper
watering, inadequate or excessive light, poor drainage, and nutrient deficiencies. Recognizing these
common pitfalls is the first step in effectively saving your plant.

Overwatering is perhaps the most insidious threat. Money trees prefer their soil to dry out slightly
between waterings. When the soil remains constantly saturated, it suffocates the roots, leading to root rot, a



serious and often fatal condition for the plant. Conversely, underwatering can also stress the plant, causing
leaves to droop and eventually fall.

Light is another critical factor. While money trees can tolerate moderate indirect light, they thrive in
bright, filtered sunlight. Direct, harsh sun can scorch their leaves, while insufficient light can lead to leggy
growth and a weakened plant. Pests, though less common, can also weaken a money tree, making it more
susceptible to other stressors.

Diagnosing the Root of the Issue
Before implementing any recovery strategies, it's crucial to accurately diagnose why your money tree is
dying. This requires a thorough examination of the plant and its environment. Start by observing the
symptoms: are the leaves yellowing, browning, or dropping? Is the trunk soft and mushy, or dry and
brittle? The answers to these questions will point you towards the underlying problem.

Checking the Soil Moisture
The most important diagnostic step is to assess the soil moisture. Gently insert your finger about two inches
into the soil. If it feels wet or soggy, overwatering is likely the culprit. If it feels bone dry and the pot feels
very light, underwatering is a probable cause. A moisture meter can provide a more objective reading.

Examining the Roots
If you suspect root rot due to overwatering, you may need to carefully unpot the money tree to inspect the
roots. Healthy roots are typically firm and white or tan. Dark, mushy, and foul-smelling roots are a clear
sign of rot. If root rot is present, immediate intervention is necessary.

Assessing Light Conditions
Evaluate the amount of light your money tree is receiving. Is it placed in a dark corner, or is it exposed to
intense, direct sunlight for extended periods? The ideal location is near a window that receives bright,
indirect light throughout the day. Rotate the plant occasionally to ensure even growth.

Inspecting for Pests
Carefully inspect the leaves, stems, and the soil surface for any signs of pests like spider mites, mealybugs,
or scale. Look for webbing, sticky residue, or small, visible insects. Early detection is key to preventing a
widespread infestation.



Essential Care Adjustments for a Dying Money Tree
Once you've identified the primary issue, you can begin making the necessary adjustments to save your
money tree. These adjustments focus on correcting the environmental factors that are stressing the plant.

Correcting Watering Habits
If overwatering is the problem, stop watering immediately and allow the soil to dry out significantly. If the
soil is compacted and drainage is poor, consider repotting with fresh, well-draining potting mix. For
underwatered plants, provide a thorough watering until water drains from the bottom of the pot. Establish
a consistent watering schedule based on soil moisture, not a fixed calendar. Water only when the top 1-2
inches of soil are dry.

Adjusting Light Exposure
If your money tree is receiving too much direct sun, move it to a location with filtered light. If it's in too
little light, relocate it to a brighter spot. Consider using sheer curtains to diffuse harsh sunlight if direct
exposure is unavoidable. Observe how the plant responds to the new light conditions.

Improving Drainage
The right pot and soil are crucial for proper drainage. Ensure your money tree is planted in a pot with
drainage holes. If your current pot lacks these, repotting is essential. Use a well-draining potting mix, such
as a cactus or succulent mix, or amend a standard potting mix with perlite or sand to improve aeration and
drainage. Avoid letting the pot sit in a saucer filled with water.

Fertilizing Appropriately
A dying money tree is often a stressed money tree, and over-fertilizing can exacerbate stress. If you suspect
a nutrient deficiency, use a balanced liquid fertilizer diluted to half strength during the growing season
(spring and summer). Avoid fertilizing a severely weakened or sick plant, as it can hinder its recovery.

Advanced Recovery Techniques
In some cases, more drastic measures may be necessary to revive a severely ailing money tree.



Treating Root Rot
If root rot is confirmed, you'll need to trim away the diseased roots. Carefully remove the plant from its pot.
Using clean, sharp scissors or shears, cut away any black, mushy, or mushy roots. Dust the remaining
healthy roots with a fungicide powder if available. Repot the tree in fresh, sterile potting mix in a clean
pot. Water sparingly until new growth appears.

Pruning Damaged Growth
Yellowed, brown, or wilted leaves and stems should be pruned to encourage new, healthy growth and to
redirect the plant's energy. Use clean, sharp pruning shears. Cut back to just above a leaf node or a healthy
section of stem. This process also helps to improve air circulation, which can prevent fungal issues.

Dealing with Pests
For pest infestations, manual removal is often the first step. Wipe down leaves with a damp cloth. For
more stubborn pests, use insecticidal soap or neem oil. Ensure thorough coverage of all plant surfaces. Isolate
the affected plant to prevent pests from spreading to other houseplants.

Preventing Future Decline
The best way to save a money tree from dying is to prevent it from getting sick in the first place.
Consistent, appropriate care is key to maintaining a healthy and thriving plant.

Establish a routine for checking your money tree. Water only when the top inch or two of soil is dry.
Provide plenty of bright, indirect light. Use a well-draining potting mix and a pot with drainage holes.
Fertilize sparingly during the growing season. Regularly inspect your plant for any signs of distress or
pests. By paying attention to these details, you can ensure your money tree remains a vibrant and lucky
addition to your home for years to come.

FAQ

Q: My money tree's leaves are turning yellow. What could be the cause
and how do I fix it?
A: Yellowing leaves on a money tree can indicate several issues. The most common is overwatering,
which leads to root rot. Check the soil moisture; if it's consistently wet, reduce watering frequency and
ensure good drainage. It could also be a sign of underwatering, where the leaves might also be wilting. If
the soil is dry, water thoroughly. Insufficient light or a lack of nutrients can also cause yellowing. Assess



the plant's light exposure and consider a diluted fertilization during the growing season if other factors are
ruled out.

Q: The trunk of my money tree is soft and mushy. Is it dying and what
can I do?
A: A soft, mushy trunk is a strong indicator of root rot, usually caused by prolonged overwatering and poor
drainage. The rot has likely progressed up the trunk. To attempt a rescue, you'll need to carefully unpot
the tree. Trim away all rotted, black, and mushy roots and any soft parts of the trunk. Repot in fresh, well-
draining soil in a clean pot with drainage holes. Water very sparingly until signs of recovery appear. It's a
serious condition, and recovery is not always guaranteed.

Q: My money tree's leaves have brown tips and edges. What does this
mean?
A: Brown tips and edges on money tree leaves are often a sign of environmental stress. This can be due to
inconsistent watering (letting it get too dry between waterings, or frequent cycles of drying out and then
overwatering), low humidity, or exposure to harsh drafts from heating or air conditioning vents. Ensure
consistent moisture levels, try to increase humidity around the plant (e.g., by misting or placing it on a
pebble tray), and protect it from direct drafts.

Q: How often should I water my money tree?
A: The watering frequency for a money tree depends heavily on its environment, including light,
temperature, and humidity. A good rule of thumb is to water only when the top 1-2 inches of soil feel dry
to the touch. Stick your finger into the soil to check. It's better to err on the side of underwatering than
overwatering, as root rot is a more common killer. Ensure the pot has drainage holes and avoid letting the
plant sit in standing water.

Q: Can I save a money tree that has lost most of its leaves?
A: Yes, it is often possible to save a money tree that has lost most of its leaves, especially if the main trunk
and roots are still healthy. Prune back any dead or damaged branches to encourage new growth. Ensure
the plant is receiving adequate bright, indirect light and is being watered correctly. Avoid overwatering a
stressed plant. With consistent care and patience, new leaves may emerge from the healthy parts of the
trunk or branches.



Q: What kind of soil is best for a money tree?
A: Money trees thrive in well-draining potting mix. A good choice is a standard houseplant potting mix
amended with perlite or coarse sand to improve aeration and drainage. Alternatively, a cactus or succulent
mix can also work well. The key is to prevent waterlogging, which can lead to root rot. Ensure the pot also
has adequate drainage holes.

Q: My money tree is getting leggy and stretching towards the light.
What's wrong?
A: Leggy growth, characterized by long, sparse stems with few leaves, is a clear sign that your money tree
is not receiving enough light. To correct this, gradually move the plant to a brighter location where it can
receive ample bright, indirect sunlight. You can also prune back the leggy stems to encourage bushier
growth closer to the main trunk, provided the plant is otherwise healthy and receiving adequate light in
its new location.

Q: How can I tell if my money tree has root rot?
A: Signs of root rot include yellowing and dropping leaves, a wilting appearance despite the soil being
moist, a mushy or discolored trunk base, and a foul odor coming from the soil. The most definitive way to
confirm root rot is to carefully unpot the plant and inspect the roots. Healthy roots are firm and white or
tan; rotted roots will be dark, mushy, and may smell unpleasant.

Q: Should I fertilize a sick or dying money tree?
A: It's generally not recommended to fertilize a sick or dying money tree. A stressed plant needs to focus
its energy on recovery, and adding fertilizer can be too much for its system, potentially worsening the
problem. Once the plant shows signs of improvement and new growth, you can reintroduce fertilization,
but always use a diluted solution during the active growing season.

Q: How do I deal with pests like spider mites or mealybugs on my money
tree?
A: If you spot pests, isolate the affected money tree immediately to prevent spreading. For mild
infestations, you can try manually wiping them off with a damp cloth or cotton swab dipped in rubbing
alcohol. For more significant infestations, use an insecticidal soap or neem oil spray. Ensure thorough
coverage of all plant surfaces, including the undersides of leaves. Repeat treatments as necessary, following
product instructions.
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