
how to save money on u haul
Mastering Your Move: The Ultimate Guide on How to Save Money on U-Haul

how to save money on u haul doesn't have to be a complex puzzle. Moving can be an
exciting new chapter, but the associated costs, especially for truck rentals and supplies,
can quickly add up. Fortunately, with strategic planning and a few clever insights, you can
significantly reduce your expenses without compromising on the essentials. This
comprehensive guide will equip you with actionable tips and insider knowledge, covering
everything from booking the right truck size and timing your rental wisely to leveraging
discounts and optimizing your packing process. Discover how to navigate U-Haul's
offerings, avoid hidden fees, and make your next move as budget-friendly as possible.
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Understanding U-Haul Rental Costs

When planning a move with U-Haul, it's crucial to understand the various components that
contribute to the overall cost. The base rental rate for the truck is just one piece of the
puzzle. You'll also encounter charges for mileage, fuel, insurance, and potentially
additional equipment or services. Familiarizing yourself with these factors is the first step
in effectively managing your budget and finding opportunities to save.

U-Haul's pricing structure can vary based on several variables, including the type of truck,
the duration of the rental, the distance you plan to travel, and the time of year. For
instance, renting a truck during peak moving seasons, like the summer months or at the
beginning/end of a month, often comes with higher rates. Likewise, longer distances
naturally incur more mileage charges, which are a significant cost driver for many U-Haul
rentals.

Strategic Booking and Timing for Savings

The timing of your U-Haul rental can have a substantial impact on the final cost. Making
your reservation well in advance is often a key strategy for securing better rates and
ensuring availability, especially for specific truck sizes or during busy periods. Last-minute
bookings can lead to inflated prices and limited options, forcing you to accept less



favorable terms.

Off-Peak Moving Times

Consider scheduling your move during off-peak times. This typically includes weekdays
(Monday through Thursday) rather than weekends, and avoiding the beginning and end of
each month. Moving in the middle of the month can also yield savings. Similarly, if your
move isn't time-sensitive, consider moving during the shoulder seasons (spring and fall)
rather than the peak summer moving months, as demand often decreases, leading to lower
rental prices.

Advance Booking Discounts

While U-Haul doesn't always advertise specific "early bird" discounts for truck rentals in
the same way some other services do, booking in advance is still highly recommended. It
locks in your rate at the time of booking and gives you access to the widest selection of
vehicles. If U-Haul introduces a promotion or sale between your booking date and your
pickup date, it's worth contacting customer service to see if they will adjust your rate,
though this is not guaranteed.

One-Way vs. Local Rentals

The distinction between a one-way rental and a local rental is critical for cost. Local
rentals, where you pick up and return the truck to the same location, are generally more
affordable. One-way rentals, where you pick up in one city and drop off in another, often
have different pricing structures that can include mileage surcharges or fees to offset
repositioning costs for the company. Always clarify your rental type and understand its
associated cost implications.

Choosing the Right U-Haul Equipment

Selecting the correct U-Haul equipment is paramount to both efficiency and cost-
effectiveness. Renting a truck that is too small will require multiple trips, increasing
mileage, fuel, and rental time. Conversely, a truck that is excessively large will cost more
to rent, consume more fuel, and be harder to maneuver, potentially leading to accidental
damage and associated costs.

Truck Size Guide



U-Haul offers a range of truck sizes, from pickup trucks and cargo vans to larger moving
trucks. Carefully assess the volume of your belongings before selecting a vehicle. U-Haul
provides a helpful truck size guide on their website that correlates cubic feet with the
approximate number of rooms or items a specific truck can accommodate. For smaller
apartments or studio moves, a pickup truck or a 10-foot truck might suffice. For a multi-
bedroom house, you might need a 15-foot, 20-foot, or even a 26-foot truck.

Consider Utility Trailers and Totes

If you have a significant amount of items but don't want to rent a large truck, consider
supplementing with a U-Haul utility trailer. These can be towed by your personal vehicle
(ensure it has a towing hitch) and can carry a substantial amount of cargo, potentially
reducing the need for a larger, more expensive truck. U-Haul also offers reusable moving
boxes and storage totes, which can be more cost-effective than purchasing new cardboard
boxes, especially if you plan to use them again.

Maximizing Discounts and Promotions

U-Haul frequently offers various discounts and promotions that can significantly lower
your overall moving expenses. Staying informed about these opportunities is key to
maximizing your savings.

Student and Military Discounts

U-Haul often provides discounts for students and active military personnel. These
discounts can vary, so it's essential to check their website or speak with a representative
to determine eligibility and the current percentage off. Be prepared to provide appropriate
identification when booking or picking up your rental.

Affiliate and Partner Offers

Keep an eye out for potential discounts through U-Haul's affiliates or partners. Sometimes,
moving companies, storage facilities, or other related businesses may have special offers
that include U-Haul rental discounts. Additionally, U-Haul sometimes runs promotions
with specific apartment complexes or property management companies.

Promotional Codes and Coupons

Regularly check the U-Haul website, particularly their "Deals" or "Promotions" section.



They often have seasonal sales, special offers on specific equipment, or promotional codes
that can be applied at checkout. Signing up for their email newsletter can also alert you to
exclusive deals.

Packing and Supply Strategies to Cut Costs

The cost of packing supplies can be a surprising expense. By being resourceful and
strategic, you can minimize these expenditures.

Free Moving Boxes

One of the best ways to save on boxes is to obtain them for free. Check local online
marketplaces, community groups, or simply ask at grocery stores, liquor stores, and retail
businesses if they have any used boxes they are willing to give away. Many people are
happy to pass on their surplus boxes after a move.

DIY Packing Materials

Instead of purchasing bubble wrap and packing peanuts, consider using household items
for cushioning. Towels, blankets, clothing, and linens can effectively protect fragile items.
Newspapers are also a common and free alternative for wrapping dishes and other
breakables, though be mindful of ink transfer on lighter-colored items.

U-Haul Reusable Boxes and Totes

While an initial investment, U-Haul's reusable moving boxes and storage totes can be a
more economical option if you plan on moving multiple times or need storage solutions.
They are durable, stackable, and can be purchased and returned for a refund (check U-
Haul's policy for details). This can be a good alternative to buying new cardboard boxes
for every move.

Bundle Supplies

If you do need to purchase supplies like tape, markers, and padding, look for U-Haul's
bundled deals. They often offer packages that include multiple essential items at a
discounted price compared to buying them individually.



Tips for a More Affordable Moving Day

Beyond the truck rental and supplies, certain practices on moving day itself can contribute
to overall savings.

Enlist Friends and Family

The cost of professional movers can be substantial. If you have a strong network of friends
and family, enlist their help. Offering to provide food, drinks, and plenty of gratitude can
go a long way in securing assistance for loading and unloading your U-Haul truck.

Pack Smart to Save Space

Efficient packing directly impacts how much space you need. The less space you take up,
the smaller and cheaper the truck you might be able to rent. Pack items tightly into boxes,
and use furniture to fill gaps in the truck. Disassemble large furniture pieces when
possible to make them easier to pack and transport.

Plan Your Route

If you're undertaking a long-distance move, meticulously plan your route in advance. This
helps in estimating fuel costs more accurately and identifying potential toll roads or areas
with higher fuel prices. Understanding your route can also prevent unexpected detours
that add mileage and time.

Avoiding Common U-Haul Expenses

Several hidden or easily overlooked expenses can inflate your U-Haul bill. Being aware of
these pitfalls can help you avoid them.

Fuel Refueling Policy

U-Haul trucks are rented with a specific fuel level, and you are required to return them
with the same level. Failure to do so will result in a significant refueling charge, often at a
much higher per-gallon rate than local gas stations. Always check the fuel gauge upon
pickup and plan to refuel before returning the truck to the specified level. Keep your fuel
receipts as proof.



Damage Waivers and Insurance

U-Haul offers various protection plans. While optional, they can provide peace of mind.
However, understand exactly what each plan covers and what your personal insurance
(e.g., homeowner's or renter's insurance, or your auto insurance if towing) might already
cover. In some cases, opting out of U-Haul's insurance can save money if you have
adequate existing coverage.

Late Return Fees

Ensure you adhere strictly to your rental return time. U-Haul charges substantial late fees
for returning equipment past the agreed-upon time. Build a buffer into your schedule to
account for unexpected delays during loading or unloading.

Cleaning Fees

U-Haul trucks are expected to be returned in a clean condition. Excessive dirt, debris, or
stains left in the truck can result in cleaning fees. A quick sweep and wipe-down before
returning the vehicle can prevent these charges.

Additional Equipment and Services

Be mindful of any add-on equipment or services you agree to, such as dollies, hand trucks,
or furniture pads. Ensure you only rent what you truly need. U-Haul also offers packing
and loading services; while convenient, they add to the overall cost, so weigh their
necessity against your budget.

FAQ

Q: What is the best time of year to rent a U-Haul to save
money?
A: The best times of year to rent a U-Haul to save money are typically during the off-peak
moving seasons, which include the fall (September through November) and winter
(December through February), excluding major holidays. Weekdays are generally cheaper
than weekends, and the middle of the month is often less expensive than the beginning or
end.



Q: Are there any U-Haul discounts I should be aware of?
A: Yes, U-Haul often offers discounts for students and military personnel. It's advisable to
check their website for current promotions, as they can also have seasonal sales and
special offers that are advertised periodically.

Q: How can I avoid expensive fuel charges when
returning a U-Haul?
A: U-Haul trucks must be returned with the same fuel level as when you picked them up.
To avoid high refueling fees, check the fuel gauge upon pickup and plan to refuel the truck
at a local gas station before returning it to match the initial level. Keep your fuel receipts
as proof.

Q: Is it cheaper to rent a U-Haul locally or for a one-way
move?
A: It is generally cheaper to rent a U-Haul for a local move, meaning you pick up and
return the truck to the same location. One-way rentals often have different pricing
structures, which can include additional fees to cover the cost of repositioning the
equipment to a different location.

Q: How can I estimate the right size U-Haul truck I need
to save money?
A: To save money, estimate your truck size carefully. Overestimating leads to paying for
unused space and higher fuel costs. U-Haul provides a truck size guide on their website
that correlates cubic footage with the number of rooms or items a truck can hold. Measure
your furniture and estimate the volume of your belongings before booking.

Q: Are U-Haul's damage waivers or insurance options
worth the cost?
A: The value of U-Haul's damage waivers depends on your personal circumstances. Review
what your existing auto insurance or homeowner's/renter's insurance covers. If you have
comprehensive coverage, you might not need additional waivers. However, for peace of
mind or if you have limited personal coverage, they can be a worthwhile expense to avoid
potentially larger out-of-pocket repair costs.

Q: Can I save money by packing my own belongings
versus using U-Haul's packing services?
A: Absolutely. Packing your own belongings is significantly cheaper than using U-Haul's
professional packing services. The cost of labor for packing and loading can be a



substantial part of a moving budget. Enlisting friends and family for help is a common and
effective way to reduce these costs.

Q: What are some tips for saving money on U-Haul
packing supplies?
A: To save on packing supplies, look for free used boxes from local stores or online
marketplaces. Utilize household items like towels, blankets, and clothing for cushioning
instead of bubble wrap. U-Haul's reusable boxes can also be a cost-effective option if you
plan to move again or use them for storage.
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benefit-granting agencies in determining an applicant’s immigration status, thereby helping to
ensure that only
Guide to Understanding SAVE Verification Responses - USCIS Systematic Alien Verification
for Entitlements (SAVE) is a service that helps federal, state, and local benefit-issuing agencies,
institutions, and licensing agencies determine the immigration
Verification Process - USCIS   SAVE accepts a Social Security number (SSN) to create a case and
complete initial automated verification only. An immigration enumerator is required for additional
manual
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