
how to save money on kitchen cabinets
how to save money on kitchen cabinets is a common goal for homeowners
undertaking kitchen renovations or looking to refresh their existing space on
a budget. Fortunately, achieving stylish and functional kitchen cabinetry
without breaking the bank is entirely achievable with strategic planning and
informed choices. This comprehensive guide will delve into various methods,
from understanding cabinet types and materials to exploring cost-effective
purchasing options and smart DIY approaches. We'll cover everything you need
to know about reducing expenses on your kitchen cabinets, ensuring you can
create your dream kitchen while keeping your finances intact. From exploring
stock options to considering used cabinets and clever refacing techniques,
discover the most effective ways to get the look you want for less.
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Understanding Cabinet Options to Save Money

When embarking on a kitchen remodel, the cabinets represent a significant
portion of the overall budget. Understanding the different types of kitchen
cabinets available is the first crucial step in identifying cost-saving
opportunities. The primary distinctions lie in how they are manufactured and
sold, directly impacting their price point.

Stock Kitchen Cabinets
Stock cabinets are pre-manufactured in standard sizes and configurations,
produced in large quantities. This mass production significantly lowers the
cost per unit, making them the most budget-friendly option. They are readily
available from big-box retailers and online suppliers, offering a wide range
of styles and finishes. While they offer less customization than other
options, their affordability and quick availability make them an excellent
choice for those looking to save money. You can often find a good selection
of common sizes that will fit most kitchen layouts.

Semi-Custom Kitchen Cabinets
Semi-custom cabinets offer a middle ground between stock and fully custom
options. They typically start with a base of stock cabinet sizes but allow
for some modifications, such as increased depth, specialized widths, or a



wider array of finish choices. This flexibility comes at a higher price than
stock cabinets but is generally more affordable than fully custom solutions.
They provide a good balance of personalization and cost-effectiveness for
homeowners who need a few unique features but are still mindful of their
budget. The ability to tweak dimensions can sometimes help avoid costly
structural modifications in your kitchen.

Custom Kitchen Cabinets
Custom cabinets are built to your exact specifications, allowing for complete
control over dimensions, materials, finishes, and unique features. While they
offer unparalleled design flexibility and the highest quality, they are also
the most expensive option. For those prioritizing cost savings, custom
cabinets are generally not the go-to choice unless specific, unavoidable
structural needs necessitate them. However, even within custom options,
exploring different wood species and simpler door styles can help manage
costs.

Exploring Different Materials to Cut Costs

The materials used in constructing kitchen cabinets have a direct impact on
their price and durability. Choosing wisely here can lead to substantial
savings without compromising too much on aesthetics or functionality. The
core material of the cabinet box and the material of the door and drawer
fronts are the key considerations.

Plywood vs. Particleboard/MDF
The cabinet box, the internal structure that holds the shelves and drawers,
is often made from plywood, particleboard, or medium-density fiberboard
(MDF). Plywood, particularly cabinet-grade plywood, is known for its
strength, stability, and resistance to moisture and warping, making it a
higher-quality and more expensive option. Particleboard and MDF are
engineered wood products that are significantly more affordable. While less
durable than plywood, modern particleboard and MDF cabinets can be perfectly
suitable for many applications, especially if the budget is a primary
concern. Look for options with good quality finishes that protect against
moisture.

Wood Species for Cabinet Doors
The material of your cabinet doors and drawer fronts plays a crucial role in
both appearance and cost. Solid wood, such as oak, maple, cherry, and birch,
offers natural beauty and durability but comes at a premium price. For a more
budget-friendly approach, consider engineered wood products like MDF or



thermofoil. MDF can be painted or veneered to mimic the look of real wood at
a fraction of the cost. Thermofoil is a vinyl film fused to an MDF core,
offering a smooth, durable, and moisture-resistant surface that is often less
expensive than painted MDF or solid wood. Laminate is another affordable
option that provides a durable and easy-to-clean surface.

Laminate and Thermofoil Options
Laminate and thermofoil finishes are excellent cost-saving alternatives to
solid wood for cabinet doors and drawer fronts. Laminate is a durable,
manufactured material often used for countertops, but it's also applied to
cabinet doors, offering a wide range of patterns and colors. Thermofoil
involves a vinyl film that is heat-pressed onto an MDF core, creating a
seamless and moisture-resistant finish. Both options are generally more
affordable than wood and can provide a modern, sleek look. They are
particularly good for high-traffic areas and can be easier to clean than some
wood finishes, making them practical choices for budget-conscious homeowners.

Smart Purchasing Strategies for Cabinet Savings

Beyond understanding the types and materials, employing smart purchasing
strategies can significantly reduce the overall cost of your kitchen
cabinets. This involves knowing when and where to buy, and how to leverage
sales and discounts.

Shop During Sales and Promotions
Kitchen cabinet retailers, both online and brick-and-mortar stores,
frequently have sales events. Planning your purchase to coincide with
holidays like Black Friday, Memorial Day, Labor Day, or end-of-season
clearance events can yield substantial discounts. Many major home improvement
stores also offer percentage-off sales on cabinetry periodically. Signing up
for email newsletters from your preferred retailers will ensure you are
notified of upcoming promotions.

Consider Online Retailers and Direct-to-Consumer
Brands
Online retailers and direct-to-consumer (DTC) cabinet brands often bypass
traditional overhead costs associated with physical showrooms, allowing them
to offer more competitive pricing. These companies can deliver ready-to-
assemble (RTA) cabinets directly to your door, which, while requiring
assembly, can be a significant cost saver. Thoroughly research online reviews
and order sample doors to verify quality and color before committing to a



purchase. The convenience of online shopping, combined with potential cost
savings, makes this an attractive avenue for budget-minded consumers.

Buy RTA (Ready-to-Assemble) Cabinets
Ready-to-assemble (RTA) cabinets are a popular choice for those looking to
save money. These cabinets are shipped flat-packed and require assembly by
the homeowner. While assembly takes time and effort, the savings compared to
pre-assembled cabinets are considerable. Many RTA cabinets are made with
quality materials like plywood boxes and solid wood doors. With clear
instructions and a bit of DIY skill, RTA cabinets can provide a high-end look
at a significantly lower price point. Numerous online tutorials and
instructional videos are available to guide you through the assembly process.

Compare Quotes from Multiple Suppliers
Never settle for the first quote you receive. Obtain detailed quotes from at
least three different suppliers, whether they are local cabinet shops, big-
box retailers, or online vendors. Ensure that the quotes specify the exact
same materials, dimensions, and features for a true apples-to-apples
comparison. This competitive bidding process can often reveal price
differences that can add up to significant savings. Don't be afraid to
negotiate, especially if you have a lower quote from a competitor.

DIY and Refacing Solutions for Budget
Renovations

For homeowners with a knack for DIY or those seeking to avoid the expense of
entirely new cabinets, refacing or refreshing existing ones can be a highly
effective cost-saving strategy. These methods allow you to achieve a
dramatically different look without the high price tag of new installations.

Kitchen Cabinet Refacing
Cabinet refacing involves replacing the visible parts of your existing
cabinets – the doors, drawer fronts, and visible side panels – while keeping
the cabinet boxes intact. This process can dramatically update the look of
your kitchen for a fraction of the cost of new cabinets. You can choose from
a wide variety of new door styles, materials, and finishes. The existing
cabinet boxes are often cleaned, repaired, and then covered with a veneer or
laminate that matches the new doors. This is an excellent option if your
current cabinet boxes are structurally sound.



Painting Existing Cabinets
If your cabinet boxes and doors are in good condition but simply outdated in
color or style, painting them can be an incredibly cost-effective way to
achieve a refreshed look. This DIY project requires careful preparation,
including thorough cleaning, sanding, and priming, followed by multiple coats
of a high-quality cabinet paint. While it requires time and effort, the
transformation can be dramatic, giving your kitchen a modern makeover for the
cost of paint and supplies. For a professional finish, consider using a paint
sprayer.

Replacing Doors and Drawer Fronts
Similar to refacing, but potentially simpler, is the option to simply replace
the doors and drawer fronts on your existing cabinet boxes. This is a good
middle ground if your boxes are in excellent condition, but you want a
completely new style of door. You can order custom-made doors and drawer
fronts in your desired material, style, and finish to fit your existing
cabinet frames. This allows for a significant aesthetic change without the
expense of a full cabinet replacement. Ensure precise measurements are taken
for a perfect fit.

Budget-Friendly Hardware and Accessories

Don't overlook the impact of cabinet hardware and accessories. While they
might seem like small details, they can significantly affect the overall
budget and the final aesthetic of your kitchen. Choosing wisely here can
provide the finishing touches without straining your finances.

Selecting Affordable Cabinet Knobs and Pulls
Cabinet hardware, such as knobs and pulls, comes in a vast range of styles,
materials, and price points. Opting for more basic materials like brushed
nickel, stainless steel, or even some types of plastic can be significantly
cheaper than solid brass, crystal, or intricate designer hardware. Many home
improvement stores offer multi-packs of basic knobs and pulls at discounted
prices. Even a simple change in hardware can give your cabinets a noticeable
uplift without a substantial investment.

Considering Open Shelving
In some areas of your kitchen, you might consider replacing upper cabinets
with open shelving. Open shelving can create a more airy and modern feel
while significantly reducing costs. You'll save on the expense of the cabinet
boxes, doors, and hardware. Attractive wooden or metal shelves can display



your dishware and decor, acting as a functional and stylish element. Ensure
you plan the placement carefully to maintain adequate storage and a balanced
look.

DIY Drawer and Shelf Liners
While not directly related to the cabinets themselves, the interior of your
cabinets can also be enhanced affordably. Instead of expensive custom drawer
organizers, consider using DIY solutions like contact paper or vinyl liners
for shelves and drawer bottoms. These are inexpensive, easy to install, and
can add a pop of color or pattern while protecting the cabinet interiors.
They are also easy to clean and replace if they get damaged or worn.

Q: What is the most cost-effective way to update
kitchen cabinets?
A: The most cost-effective way to update kitchen cabinets often depends on
their current condition. If the cabinet boxes are structurally sound,
painting or refacing them can be significantly cheaper than replacing them
entirely. If new cabinets are necessary, opting for stock cabinets made from
materials like MDF or laminate, and potentially assembling them yourself (RTA
cabinets), will offer the greatest savings.

Q: Are RTA (Ready-to-Assemble) cabinets good
quality?
A: RTA cabinets can be of good quality, especially those made with plywood
boxes and solid wood or high-quality engineered wood doors. The quality
largely depends on the manufacturer and the materials they use. It's crucial
to research the brand, read reviews, and ideally order sample doors to assess
the construction and finish before purchasing.

Q: How much can I save by refacing my kitchen
cabinets instead of replacing them?
A: Refacing kitchen cabinets can save you anywhere from 30% to 50% or even
more compared to the cost of entirely new custom or semi-custom cabinets. The
savings are substantial because you are reusing the existing cabinet boxes,
which represent a significant portion of the cost.



Q: Is it cheaper to buy kitchen cabinets online or
from a brick-and-mortar store?
A: Generally, it can be cheaper to buy kitchen cabinets online, especially
from direct-to-consumer brands. These companies often have lower overhead
costs and can pass those savings on to the customer. However, it's essential
to factor in shipping costs and the inability to physically inspect the
cabinets before purchase, although many offer sample doors.

Q: What are the cheapest materials for kitchen
cabinet doors?
A: The cheapest materials for kitchen cabinet doors are typically laminate
and thermofoil. MDF (medium-density fiberboard) is also an affordable option,
especially when painted. While less durable than solid wood, these materials
can offer a wide range of styles and finishes at a much lower price point.

Q: Can I paint my existing kitchen cabinets myself
to save money?
A: Yes, painting your existing kitchen cabinets yourself is a very effective
way to save money. It's a labor-intensive DIY project that requires thorough
preparation (cleaning, sanding, priming) and the use of high-quality paint
designed for cabinets. The cost savings can be significant compared to
professional painting or new cabinets.

Q: What is the difference in cost between stock,
semi-custom, and custom kitchen cabinets?
A: Stock cabinets are the least expensive, followed by semi-custom, and then
custom cabinets, which are the most expensive. The price difference can be
substantial, with custom cabinets potentially costing two to three times more
than stock cabinets for comparable sizes and materials.

Q: Are there ways to save money on cabinet
installation?
A: Yes, you can save money on installation by opting for RTA cabinets and
assembling them yourself if you have the time and basic DIY skills. If you
are not comfortable with assembly or installation, getting quotes from
multiple independent contractors rather than relying solely on the retailer's
installation service can also lead to savings.



Q: How important is the quality of the cabinet box
material for longevity?
A: The quality of the cabinet box material is very important for the
longevity and durability of your kitchen cabinets. Plywood is generally
considered superior to particleboard or MDF due to its strength, resistance
to moisture, and stability. While particleboard and MDF are cheaper, they may
not hold up as well over time, especially in humid environments.
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