how to save money with enterprise car
rental

how to save money with enterprise car rental is a common goal for budget-
conscious travelers and business professionals alike. Fortunately, Enterprise
Car Rental offers numerous avenues for customers to reduce their overall
rental costs without compromising on quality or service. This comprehensive
guide will delve into effective strategies, from understanding booking
nuances to leveraging loyalty programs and avoiding common pitfalls. By
implementing the advice within these sections, you can significantly decrease
your expenditure on your next Enterprise rental. We will explore seasonal
discounts, advance booking advantages, and how to choose the right vehicle to
optimize your savings.
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Booking Strategies for Enterprise Savings

When aiming to save money with Enterprise Car Rental, the initial booking
phase i1s paramount. Proactive planning and a strategic approach can lead to
substantial savings. Consider the flexibility of your travel dates; sometimes
shifting your rental by a day or two can unlock significantly lower rates,
especially during weekdays versus weekends.

Advance booking is often your best friend for securing competitive pricing.
Enterprise, like many rental companies, typically rewards customers who
reserve their vehicles well in advance. This allows you to lock in current
rates before potential price fluctuations occur. It's advisable to check the
Enterprise website or app regularly for early bird specials or pre-paid
rates, which often come with a discount compared to walk-in or last-minute
bookings.

The Benefits of Booking in Advance

Booking your Enterprise rental car weeks or even months ahead of your travel
date can yield considerable financial benefits. As demand for vehicles
increases closer to the rental period, prices tend to rise. By securing your
reservation early, you bypass these peak-season surcharges and ensure
availability of the vehicle class you desire, often at a more economical
rate.

Comparing Rental Options and Locations

It's crucial to compare rates not only across different timeframes but also
between various Enterprise locations. Sometimes, renting from an airport
location might be more convenient, but off-airport branches can offer lower



base rates due to reduced overhead. Utilize Enterprise’s online booking
engine to compare prices for your desired dates and vehicle types across
multiple branches in your travel area.

Last-Minute Deals and Flexibility

While advance booking is generally recommended, there can be opportunities
for last-minute savings if you have a flexible schedule. Rental companies
sometimes offer discounted rates on unsold inventory a few days before the
rental period begins. This is a gamble, however, and not a reliable strategy
if you need a guaranteed vehicle.

Maximizing Discounts and Promotions

Enterprise actively offers a variety of discounts and promotional
opportunities that can significantly reduce the cost of your rental. Staying
informed about these offers is key to unlocking the best possible rates and
making your rental more affordable.

Membership and Affiliation Discounts

Many organizations, professional associations, and membership clubs have
partnered with Enterprise to offer exclusive discounts to their members. This
can include AAA, AARP, Costco, and various alumni associations. Always check
if your existing memberships qualify for any special rates or benefits before
you book.

Online Coupons and Promo Codes

Keep an eye out for online coupons and promotional codes. These can be found
on the Enterprise website itself, through travel deal websites, or via email
newsletters. Applying these codes at the time of booking can lead to instant
savings, such as a percentage off the daily rate or a fixed dollar amount
reduction.

Seasonal Sales and Special Offers

Enterprise often runs seasonal sales and special offers. These promotions can
be tied to holidays, specific travel seasons (like summer vacation or winter
getaways), or specific destinations. Subscribing to Enterprise’s email list
or regularly checking their “Deals” section on their website can alert you to
these limited-time offers.

Corporate and Business Travel Savings

For businesses and frequent corporate travelers, Enterprise offers corporate
accounts that can provide negotiated rates and volume discounts. If your
company has an existing account, ensure you use the designated booking
channels to benefit from these pre-arranged savings. Even if you are a small
business owner or a regular business traveler, inquiring about setting up a



corporate account might be beneficial.

Understanding Rental Agreements and Fees

A significant portion of unexpected rental costs can arise from a lack of
understanding regarding the rental agreement and associated fees. Thoroughly
reviewing the terms and conditions can help you avoid costly surprises and
make more informed decisions.

Base Rate vs. Total Cost

It's vital to distinguish between the advertised base rate of a rental and
the total cost once all taxes, fees, and surcharges are applied. The base
rate is just one component. Always look at the final price before confirming
your reservation to get a true picture of your expenditure.

Understanding Additional Driver Fees

If you plan on sharing the driving duties, be aware of the fees for
additional drivers. Enterprise typically charges a daily fee for each
additional driver listed on the rental agreement. If you anticipate needing
this service, factor it into your budget. In some cases, a spouse or domestic
partner may be exempt from this fee, so check the specific policy for your
rental location.

Collision Damage Waiver (CDW) and Loss Damage Waiver
(LDW)

CDW and LDW are optional insurance products offered by rental companies.
While they can provide peace of mind, they often come with a significant
daily charge. Before purchasing, check your personal auto insurance policy
and your credit card benefits, as these often provide secondary or even
primary coverage for rental car damage.

Airport Concession Fees and Other Surcharges

Rental cars picked up at airports often incur concession fees and airport
access charges. These are levied by the airport authority and can add a
substantial amount to your bill. If possible, consider renting from an off-
airport location to bypass these specific fees, though you will need to
account for transportation to the rental branch.

Loyalty Programs and Corporate Accounts

Leveraging Enterprise's loyalty programs and corporate account structures can
lead to long-term savings and enhanced benefits for frequent renters.



The Enterprise Plus Rewards Program

Enterprise Plus is a free loyalty program that allows members to earn points
on qualifying rentals. These points can be redeemed for free rental days,
providing a direct way to offset future rental costs. The program also offers
member-exclusive discounts and the ability to bypass the counter at select
locations.

Earning and Redeeming Rewards Points

As you accumulate points through qualifying rentals, you can redeem them for
a free rental day. The number of points required varies based on the
redemption category, which is linked to the demand and location of the
desired rental. Maximizing your earnings by renting during promotional
periods or on eligible rental types can accelerate your reward accumulation.

Benefits of Corporate and Business Accounts

For businesses that rent vehicles regularly, setting up a corporate account
with Enterprise can unlock negotiated rates, consolidated billing, and
dedicated account management. These accounts are designed to streamline the
rental process and provide cost savings through volume discounts and
customized agreements.

Vehicle Selection and Add-on Choices

The type of vehicle you choose and the add-ons you select have a direct
impact on your rental expenses. Making smart choices here can lead to
significant savings.

Choosing the Right Vehicle Size

Opt for a vehicle that best suits your needs. Renting an SUV when you only
need a compact car will inevitably cost more in terms of the daily rate and
fuel consumption. Review the passenger and luggage capacity requirements for
your trip and select the smallest vehicle that comfortably accommodates your
party and gear.

Evaluating the Necessity of GPS and Satellite Radio

While convenient, GPS navigation systems and satellite radio subscriptions
can add a daily fee to your rental. If your smartphone has reliable
navigation capabilities and you’re comfortable using it, forgo the rental
company’s GPS. Similarly, rely on your phone’s music streaming or downloaded
playlists rather than paying for satellite radio.

Understanding the Value of Rental Insurance

As mentioned earlier, thoroughly investigate your existing insurance coverage
before purchasing Enterprise’s Collision Damage Waiver (CDW) or Loss Damage



Waiver (LDW). Your personal auto insurance and credit card benefits may
already cover damages, making the rental company’s offering redundant and an
unnecessary expense.

Tips for Saving on Fuel and Insurance

Beyond the base rental rate, fuel and insurance are two significant cost
centers. Smart strategies can mitigate these expenses.

Fuel Options and Refueling Strategies

Enterprise typically offers a fuel purchase option, where you can pre-pay for
a full tank of gas at a rate that may be higher than local stations. It is
almost always more economical to refuel the vehicle yourself before returning
it. Check the fuel policy carefully; some rentals require the car to be
returned with a full tank, while others allow for partial refills. Ensure you
know the nearest gas stations to the return location.

Re—-evaluating Insurance Needs

Before accepting any additional insurance products at the counter, take a
moment to confirm your existing coverage. Contact your insurance provider or
credit card company to understand what is covered. Many credit cards offer
rental car insurance as a cardholder benefit, often as secondary coverage,
which can save you a considerable amount compared to purchasing the rental
company’s insurance.

The Impact of Rental Duration on Cost

Sometimes, extending your rental by an extra day or two can surprisingly
decrease the overall daily rate if the longer rental period falls into a
different pricing tier. Conversely, if you only need the car for a few days,
avoid booking it for a full week if it means paying for unused days at a
higher cumulative cost.

Seasonal and Off-Peak Travel Advantages

Timing your travel can be a powerful tool for reducing rental car expenses
with Enterprise.

Benefits of Renting During Off-Peak Seasons

Travel demand significantly influences rental car prices. During off-peak
seasons, when fewer people are traveling, rental companies like Enterprise
often have more vehicles available and consequently offer lower rates.
Planning your trips outside of major holidays, school breaks, and summer
vacation periods can result in substantial savings.



Weekend vs. Weekday Rental Costs

Rental car prices can fluctuate dramatically between weekdays and weekends.
Weekend rentals, particularly during peak travel times, are often more
expensive. If your travel plans allow for flexibility, consider adjusting
your rental pick-up and drop-off dates to capitalize on potentially lower
weekday rates. Sometimes, a weekend package deal might offer a slight
advantage, but this is not always the case.

Exploring Underrated Destinations

Visiting destinations that are not currently experiencing a tourism boom can
also lead to lower rental car prices. Less popular locations may have less
competition for vehicles, allowing Enterprise to offer more competitive
rates. This also extends to the availability of specific car classes,
potentially allowing you to upgrade at a lower cost or find the exact vehicle
you need more readily.

FAQ

Q: How can I find the cheapest Enterprise car rental
deals?

A: To find the cheapest Enterprise car rental deals, start by booking your
vehicle well in advance of your travel dates. Compare prices across different
Enterprise locations, including off-airport branches. Look for online
coupons, promo codes, and discounts through membership affiliations like AAA
or AARP. Signing up for Enterprise Plus Rewards can also unlock member-
exclusive offers and allow you to earn free rental days.

Q: Are there any hidden fees I should be aware of
when renting from Enterprise?

A: Yes, potential hidden fees include airport concession fees and surcharges,
additional driver fees, young driver surcharges (for renters under 25),
optional insurance products like CDW/LDW, and fuel purchase options that may
be more expensive than refilling yourself. Always review the rental agreement
carefully and ask the rental agent to clarify any charges you don't
understand before signing.

Q: Does Enterprise offer discounts for students?

A: Enterprise sometimes offers discounts or promotional deals for students,
particularly through university partnerships or specific student programs.
It's advisable to check the Enterprise website or contact your university's
transportation or student services department to inquire about any available
student discounts or promotions.

Q: How can I save money on fuel with an Enterprise



rental?

A: The most effective way to save money on fuel is to refuel the rental car
yourself before returning it to Enterprise. Avoid the fuel purchase option
unless it's clearly more economical for your specific rental duration and
mileage. Ensure you return the vehicle with the same fuel level as when you
picked it up to avoid refueling charges, which are typically at a premium
rate.

Q: Is it cheaper to rent from an airport or an off-
airport Enterprise location?

A: Generally, off-airport Enterprise locations tend to be cheaper than
airport locations. Airport locations often have to pay additional concession
fees and surcharges to the airport authority, which are then passed on to the
renter. While an off-airport location might require a short taxi or rideshare
to get to, the savings on the rental itself can often outweigh this added
transportation cost.

Q: How do Enterprise Plus Rewards help me save money?

A: Enterprise Plus Rewards is a free loyalty program that allows you to earn
points on qualifying rentals. These points can then be redeemed for free
rental days, effectively saving you money on future rentals. The program also
offers member-exclusive discounts, special offers, and can sometimes allow
you to bypass the counter for faster pick-up, saving you time.

Q: Can I use my credit card insurance to avoid paying
for Enterprise's Collision Damage Waiver (CDW)?

A: In many cases, yes. Many credit cards offer rental car insurance as a
benefit to cardholders, which can act as secondary or even primary coverage
for damages. Before declining Enterprise's CDW, it is essential to contact
your credit card company to confirm the extent and terms of their rental car
insurance coverage to ensure you are adequately protected.

Q: When is the best time of year to rent a car from
Enterprise to save money?

A: The best time of year to rent a car from Enterprise to save money 1is
during the off-peak travel seasons. This typically includes periods outside
of major holidays, school breaks, and summer vacations. Traveling in late
fall, winter (excluding holiday weeks), or early spring can often result in
lower rental rates due to decreased demand.
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how to save money with enterprise car rental: Black Enterprise , 1991-06 BLACK
ENTERPRISE is the ultimate source for wealth creation for African American professionals,
entrepreneurs and corporate executives. Every month, BLACK ENTERPRISE delivers timely, useful
information on careers, small business and personal finance.

how to save money with enterprise car rental: The Traveler's Web Randolph Hock, 2007

how to save money with enterprise car rental: Black Enterprise , 2008

how to save money with enterprise car rental: Black Enterprise , 1991-06 BLACK
ENTERPRISE is the ultimate source for wealth creation for African American professionals,
entrepreneurs and corporate executives. Every month, BLACK ENTERPRISE delivers timely, useful
information on careers, small business and personal finance.

how to save money with enterprise car rental: Black Enterprise , 1994-09 BLACK
ENTERPRISE is the ultimate source for wealth creation for African American professionals,
entrepreneurs and corporate executives. Every month, BLACK ENTERPRISE delivers timely, useful
information on careers, small business and personal finance.

how to save money with enterprise car rental: Black Enterprise , 1994-11 BLACK
ENTERPRISE is the ultimate source for wealth creation for African American professionals,
entrepreneurs and corporate executives. Every month, BLACK ENTERPRISE delivers timely, useful
information on careers, small business and personal finance.

how to save money with enterprise car rental: The Cheapskate's Guide to Myrtle Beach
Mitch Kaplan, 2002 Get the most for the least at this popular vacation mecca. From the best time to
book a golf package to finding beachfront rooms at the lowest rates, this handbook reveals the best
deals for budget-minded travelers.

how to save money with enterprise car rental: Mathematics Michael Sullivan, Abe Mizrahi,
2004-06-01 Looking for a textbook to help you motivate your students? Sullivan/Mizrahi's
Mathematics: An Applied Approach 8/e continues its rich tradition of engaging students and
demonstrating how mathematics applies to various fields of study. The text is packed with real data
and real-life applications to business, economics, social and life sciences. The new Eighth Edition
also features a new full color design and improved goal-oriented pedagogy to further help student
understanding.

how to save money with enterprise car rental: State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance
Company v. Enterprise Leasing Company; Enterprise Leasing Company of Detroit v. Sako;
Auto Club Insurance Association v. Snappy Car Rental, Inc, 452 MICH 25 (1996) , 1996
102396

how to save money with enterprise car rental: Black Enterprise Guide to Starting Your Own
Business Wendy Beech, 1999-04-22 BLACK ENTERPRISE magazine is the premier business news
source forAfrican Americans. With thirty years of experience, BlackEnterprise continues to chronicle
the achievements of AfricanAmerican professionals while providing monthly reports
onentrepreneurship, investing, personal finance, business news andtrends, and career management.
Now, Black Enterprise brings to youthe Guide to Starting Your Own Business, the one-stop
definitiveresource for everything today's entrepreneur needs to know tolaunch and run a solid
business. Former Black Enterprise editor Wendy Beech knows that being asuccessful business
owner takes more than capital and a solidbusiness plan. She offers essential, timely advice on all
aspectsof entrepreneurship, including defining and protecting a businessidea, researching the
industry and the competition, confrontinglegal issues, choosing a good location, financing, and
advertising.You'll even learn how to make the most of the Internet byestablishing a Web presence.
Plus, you'll hear from blackentrepreneurs who persevered in the face of seemingly unbeatableodds
and have now joined the ranks of incredibly successful blackbusiness owners. This exceptional
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reference tool alsoincludes: * The ten qualities you must possess to be a successfulentrepreneur. * A
list of helpful resources at the end of every chapter. If you've ever dreamed about going into
business for yourself, ifyou feel you've hit the glass ceiling in corporate America, if youhave the drive
and the desire to take control of your destiny, theBlack Enterprise Guide to Starting Your Own
Business will motivateand inspire you--every step of the way. Special Bonus. To help you stay
abreast of the latest entrepreneurial trends,Black Enterprise is pleased to offer: * A free issue of
Black Enterprise magazine. * A free edition of The Exchange Newsletter forEntrepreneurs. * A
discount coupon for savings off the registration fee at theannual Black Enterprise Entrepreneurs
Conference.

how to save money with enterprise car rental: Black Enterprise , 1980-10 BLACK
ENTERPRISE is the ultimate source for wealth creation for African American professionals,
entrepreneurs and corporate executives. Every month, BLACK ENTERPRISE delivers timely, useful
information on careers, small business and personal finance.

how to save money with enterprise car rental: Insider Tips & Tricks Jessie Sparks,
Whitney Dakota Johnson, 2022-09-01 Find hundreds of helpful hints and park secrets in Insider Tips
& Tricks: 650+ Disneyland Vacation Hacks to make the most of your trip to The Happiest Place on
Earth. Whether traveling alone, with a partner, or with the entire family, this book offers hundreds
of tips that will appeal to everyone. Unlike typical guidebooks, we have boiled it down to just the
important Insider Tips that will help you maximize each day of your vacation. In Disney Made Easy -
Insider Tips & Tricks we will go over how to save time and money, minimize hassles, and maximize
fun and adventure! Find out how to visit the rides and see the shows of your choice without wasting
time in line. Learn when to travel, how to stay on budget, and the best ways to enjoy Southern
California. Travelers who have already visited Disneyland and California Adventure will find new
things to experience. Our Disney Made Easy: Insider Tips & Tricks book is certain to increase the
enjoyment of future visits for even the most experienced Disneyland pro. Travel like a Disney Insider
as you apply these time and money-saving tips and tricks. We promise they will help you get the
most out of your Disneyland vacation!

how to save money with enterprise car rental: Black Enterprise , 1981-09 BLACK
ENTERPRISE is the ultimate source for wealth creation for African American professionals,
entrepreneurs and corporate executives. Every month, BLACK ENTERPRISE delivers timely, useful
information on careers, small business and personal finance.

how to save money with enterprise car rental: Black Enterprise , 1997-09 BLACK
ENTERPRISE is the ultimate source for wealth creation for African American professionals,
entrepreneurs and corporate executives. Every month, BLACK ENTERPRISE delivers timely, useful
information on careers, small business and personal finance.

how to save money with enterprise car rental: The middle Rhine region (Rough Guides
Snapshot Germany) Rough Guides, 2015-05-04 The Rough Guide Snapshot to the middle Rhine
region is the ultimate travel guide to the states of Rhineland-Palatinate and Saarland in Germany. It
guides you through the region with reliable information and comprehensive coverage of all the
sights and attractions, from the romantic castles of the Rhine Gorge to exploring the Mosel valley's
vineyards. Detailed maps and up-to-date listings pinpoint the best cafés, restaurants, hotels, shops,
bars and nightlife, ensuring you have the best trip possible, whether passing through, staying for the
weekend or longer. Also included is the Basics section from The Rough Guide to Germany, with all
the practical information you need for travelling in and around Germany, including transport, food,
drink, costs, festivals and outdoor activities. Also published as part of The Rough Guide to Germany.
Full coverage: Rhineland-Palatinate, Saarland, Speyer, The Deutsche Weinstrasse, Worms, Mainz,
The Rheingau, The Romantic Rhine, Koblenz, The Mosel Weinstrasse, Trier, Volklinger Hutte and
Saarbrucken. The Rough Guide Snapshot to the middle Rhine region is equivalent to 72 printed
pages.

how to save money with enterprise car rental: Munich and central Bavaria (Rough
Guides Snapshot Germany) Rough Guides, 2015-05-04 The Rough Guide Snapshot to Munich and



central Bavaria is the ultimate guide to this appealing and attractive city, and to the surrounding
region. Germany's most liveable city, Munich combines village-like charm with cosmopolitan style,
and is home to a superb collection of museums and galleries. This guide includes comprehensive
coverage of all the sights, plus expert reviews of the best hotels, restaurants, bars and beer gardens,
and information on the legendary Oktoberfest. Also included is the Basics section to The Rough
Guide to Germany, with all the information you need on transport, accommodation, costs and food
and drink. Also published as part of The Rough Guide to Germany. Full coverage: Munich,
Oktoberfest information, Dachau, Oberschleissheim, Starnberger See, Ingolstadt, Neuburg an der
Donau, Eichstatt, Augsburg and Landsberg am Lech. The Rough Guide Snapshot to Munich and
central Bavaria is equivalent to 80 printed pages.

how to save money with enterprise car rental: North Rhine-Westphalia (Rough Guides
Snapshot Germany) Rough Guides, 2015-05-04 The Rough Guide Snapshot to North
Rhine-Westphalia is the ultimate travel guide to Germany's most populous state. It guides you
through the region with reliable information and comprehensive coverage of all the sights and
attractions, from Cologne's cathedral to Bonn's museums and eating and drinking in Dusseldorf.
Detailed maps and up-to-date listings pinpoint the best cafés, restaurants, hotels, shops, bars and
nightlife, ensuring you have the best trip possible, whether passing through, staying for the weekend
or longer. Also included is the Basics section from The Rough Guide to Germany, with all the
practical information you need for travelling in and around Germany, including transport, food,
drink, costs, festivals and outdoor activities. Also published as part of The Rough Guide to Germany.
Full coverage: Cologne, Bruhl, Bonn, The Siebengebirge, Aachen, Wuppertal, Dusseldorf, Duisburg,
Essen, Dortmund, The Lower Rhine, Soest, Paderborn, Detmold, Lemgo and Miinster The Rough
Guide Snapshot to North Rhine-Westphalia is equivalent to 112 printed pages.

how to save money with enterprise car rental: The Black Forest (Rough Guides Snapshot
Germany) Rough Guides, 2015-05-04 The Rough Guide Snapshot to The Black Forest is the ultimate
travel guide to this picture-perfect part of Germany. It leads you through the region with reliable
information and comprehensive coverage of all the sights and attractions, from Baden-Baden's spas
to the best scenic forest drives. Detailed maps and up-to-date listings pinpoint the best cafés,
restaurants, hotels, shops, bars and nightlife, ensuring you make the most of your trip, whether
passing through, staying for the weekend or longer. Also included is the Basics section from The
Rough Guide to Germany, with all the practical information you need for travelling in and around
Germany, including transport, food, drink, costs, festivals and outdoor activities. Also published as
part of The Rough Guide to Germany. Full coverage: Baden-Baden, Bad Wildbad, Freudenstadt, The
Kinzig and Gutach valleys, Triberg, Freiburg, Todtnau, Titisee, Feldberg and Badenweiler. The
Rough Guide Snapshot to The Black Forest is equivalent to 68 printed pages.

how to save money with enterprise car rental: Hamburg and Schleswig-Holstein (Rough
Guides Snapshot Germany) Rough Guides, 2015-05-05 The Rough Guide Snapshot to Hamburg and
Schleswig-Holstein is the ultimate travel guide to this stylish and vibrant city and the surrounding
area. It guides you through the region with reliable information and comprehensive coverage of all
the sights and attractions, from Hamburg's superb restaurants and nightlife to beach holidays on the
North Frisian islands. Detailed maps and up-to-date listings pinpoint the best cafés, restaurants,
hotels, shops, bars and nightlife, ensuring you have the best trip possible, whether passing through,
staying for the weekend or longer. Also included is the Basics section from The Rough Guide to
Germany, with all the practical information you need for travelling in and around Germany,
including transport, food, drink, costs, festivals and outdoor activities. Also published as part of The
Rough Guide to Germany. Full coverage: Hamburg, Libeck, Ratzeburg, Eutin, Kiel, Schleswig,
Flensburg, Husum, North Frisian islands and Sylt. The Rough Guide Snapshot to Hamburg and
Schleswig-Holstein is equivalent to 96 printed pages.

how to save money with enterprise car rental: Black Enterprise , 1985-10 BLACK
ENTERPRISE is the ultimate source for wealth creation for African American professionals,
entrepreneurs and corporate executives. Every month, BLACK ENTERPRISE delivers timely, useful



information on careers, small business and personal finance.
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