
how to save money on cabinets

How to Save Money on Cabinets: A Comprehensive Guide

how to save money on cabinets is a primary concern for many homeowners embarking on kitchen or

bathroom renovations. The cost of cabinetry can be a significant portion of a remodeling budget, but

with strategic planning and smart choices, you can achieve beautiful and functional storage solutions

without breaking the bank. This guide delves into various methods, from understanding material costs

and exploring different cabinet types to leveraging DIY skills and finding hidden deals. We will cover

everything from selecting cost-effective materials and finishes to making informed decisions about

custom versus stock options, and even discuss the potential savings of refacing or painting existing

cabinets.
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Understanding Cabinet Costs

The price of kitchen and bathroom cabinets is influenced by a multitude of factors, making it essential

to understand these variables before you begin your search. The overall cost isn't just about the boxes

themselves, but also the materials, construction methods, door styles, finishes, and hardware. By

dissecting these components, you can better identify areas where savings are possible without

compromising on quality or aesthetics.



Materials Matter: Plywood vs. Particleboard vs. MDF

The primary material used for cabinet boxes significantly impacts both durability and cost. Plywood,

particularly birch or maple plywood, is a popular choice for its strength, stability, and resistance to

moisture. It offers excellent structural integrity, making it a worthwhile investment for longevity.

However, plywood cabinets generally come with a higher price tag.

Particleboard and Medium-Density Fiberboard (MDF) are more budget-friendly alternatives.

Particleboard is made from wood chips and glue, while MDF is composed of wood fibers pressed

together. Both are less expensive than plywood but can be more susceptible to moisture damage and

may not hold screws as securely over time. For areas with low moisture, such as a powder room,

these materials can be a viable cost-saving option, especially when opting for laminate or vinyl

finishes.

Construction Methods: Framed vs. Frameless

Cabinet construction styles also play a role in pricing. Framed cabinets, common in North America,

have a solid wood frame around the cabinet opening. This frame provides structural support and

allows the doors to be attached to the face. Frameless cabinets, often referred to as European style,

lack this front frame, with doors attaching directly to the sides of the cabinet box. Frameless cabinets

can offer slightly more interior storage space due to the absence of the frame, and can sometimes be

less expensive to manufacture, particularly in certain markets or for large orders.

Door Styles and Finishes: The Aesthetic Impact on Price

The style of cabinet doors and the chosen finish are major drivers of cost. Simple Shaker-style doors

or flat-panel doors are typically more economical than intricately carved raised-panel or mitered doors.

The complexity of the design directly correlates with the manufacturing labor and material waste

involved. Similarly, finishes can vary greatly in price. Laminate and thermofoil finishes are generally the

most affordable and offer a wide range of colors and wood-grain looks. Painted finishes, especially

custom colors, can increase the price, while stained wood finishes, particularly with premium



hardwoods, are usually the most expensive.

Exploring Affordable Cabinet Options

When aiming to save money on cabinets, understanding the spectrum of available options, from ready-

to-assemble to semi-custom, is crucial. Each offers a different balance of cost, customization, and

quality. Evaluating your needs and priorities will help you select the most suitable and economical

choice.

Ready-to-Assemble (RTA) Cabinets: The Budget-Friendly Champion

Ready-to-assemble (RTA) cabinets are designed to be shipped flat-packed to the consumer, who then

assembles them. This model significantly reduces shipping costs and labor, translating into substantial

savings for the buyer. RTA cabinets come in a variety of styles and finishes, often mimicking the look

of more expensive options. While they require some DIY assembly skills, many are designed for

straightforward construction with clear instructions and pre-drilled holes.

Stock Cabinets: The Standard Solution

Stock cabinets are pre-manufactured in standard sizes and configurations and are readily available at

big-box home improvement stores and kitchen supply retailers. They are generally more affordable

than semi-custom or custom cabinets because they are produced in large quantities. While

customization is limited to the sizes and styles offered, stock cabinets can still provide a great solution

for many standard kitchen layouts. The wide availability also means you can often purchase them

quickly, which can be beneficial if you're on a tight renovation timeline.



Semi-Custom Cabinets: A Balance of Affordability and Choice

Semi-custom cabinets offer a middle ground between stock and fully custom options. They start with a

base of standard cabinet sizes but allow for some degree of modification, such as increased depth,

specialized drawer configurations, or the addition of decorative molding. This flexibility means you can

achieve a more tailored look and fit for your space than with stock cabinets, while still benefiting from a

lower price point compared to fully custom solutions. Semi-custom cabinets are a great way to get a

high-end look without the premium cost.

Smart Shopping Strategies for Cabinetry

Beyond understanding the types of cabinets, strategic shopping can unlock significant savings. This

involves timing your purchases, comparing prices diligently, and being open to alternative suppliers.

These proactive measures can lead to substantial reductions in your overall cabinet expenditure.

Timing Your Purchase: Sales and Promotions

Retailers often run sales and promotions on cabinetry throughout the year. Keeping an eye out for

holiday sales, seasonal discounts, or special manufacturer rebates can lead to considerable savings.

Many home improvement stores offer percentage-off discounts or special financing deals that can

reduce the upfront cost. Planning your renovation during these sale periods can maximize your budget.

Compare Prices Across Multiple Retailers

Never settle for the first quote you receive. Prices for the same or similar cabinet lines can vary

significantly between different retailers, including big-box stores, independent kitchen dealers, and

online suppliers. Take the time to get detailed quotes from at least three different sources. Be sure to

compare apples to apples, ensuring the specifications, materials, and finishes are identical.



Consider Online Retailers and Direct-to-Consumer Brands

The rise of online cabinet retailers and direct-to-consumer brands has introduced new avenues for

savings. These companies often have lower overhead costs than traditional brick-and-mortar stores,

allowing them to offer competitive pricing. Many provide detailed online catalogs, configuration tools,

and customer support to help you through the selection and ordering process. Be sure to research the

reputation and return policies of any online vendor before making a purchase.

Leverage Showroom Samples and Floor Models

Sometimes, retailers will sell off display models or showroom samples at a significant discount. These

items are usually in excellent condition, though they may have minor cosmetic imperfections. If you're

not set on a specific brand-new style, exploring these options can be a fantastic way to acquire high-

quality cabinets for a fraction of the original price. This strategy requires flexibility and regular checking

of inventory.

DIY and Refurbishing for Maximum Savings

For those willing to put in some effort, DIY approaches and refurbishing existing cabinets offer the

most dramatic cost reductions. These methods require time, patience, and a willingness to learn new

skills, but the rewards can be substantial.

Refacing Cabinets: A Cost-Effective Makeover

Cabinet refacing involves replacing only the visible parts of your existing cabinets – the doors, drawer

fronts, and the visible exterior surfaces. The cabinet boxes themselves remain in place. This process

can give your kitchen a completely new look for a fraction of the cost of full replacement. New doors

and drawer fronts can be ordered to your exact specifications in a variety of styles and finishes. The

existing cabinet boxes are typically cleaned, repaired if necessary, and then covered with a veneer or



laminate that matches the new doors.

Painting or Staining Existing Cabinets

If your current cabinet boxes are structurally sound, painting or staining them can provide a significant

aesthetic upgrade at a minimal cost. This DIY project requires careful preparation, including thorough

cleaning, sanding, and priming, to ensure a durable and professional-looking finish. A wide range of

paint colors and stains are available, allowing you to completely transform the look of your kitchen or

bathroom. While time-consuming, this is often the most budget-friendly way to update cabinetry.

Installing Cabinets Yourself

The labor cost for installing cabinets can be considerable. If you are comfortable with basic carpentry

and have the necessary tools, installing stock or RTA cabinets yourself can save a significant amount

of money. Numerous online tutorials and guides are available to assist with the process. Proper

installation is crucial for both aesthetics and functionality, so ensure you understand the steps involved,

including leveling, securing, and proper alignment.

Refurbishing Hardware: A Small Change, Big Impact

Don't overlook the impact of hardware. Replacing old, outdated knobs and pulls with new ones can

dramatically update the look of your cabinets without a large investment. You can also often refurbish

existing hardware by cleaning it thoroughly, or even giving it a new coat of spray paint in a metallic

finish or a complementary color. This is a quick and inexpensive way to refresh your cabinet's

appearance.



Finishing Touches That Won't Break the Bank

Even after selecting your cabinets, there are still opportunities to manage costs with smart decisions

regarding accessories and installation. These final touches can contribute to the overall budget-

friendliness of your project.

Choosing Affordable Hardware

Cabinet hardware, such as knobs and pulls, can add up quickly, especially if you're looking for

designer options. Fortunately, there are many stylish and affordable hardware choices available. Look

for simple, clean designs in finishes like brushed nickel, matte black, or oil-rubbed bronze, which are

often less expensive than intricate or specialty finishes. Buying hardware in bulk can also sometimes

lead to discounts.

Opting for Standard Drawer Slides and Hinges

While soft-close drawer slides and hinges offer convenience and a premium feel, they also come with

a higher price tag. For significant cost savings, opt for standard drawer slides and hinges. These

function perfectly well and are far more economical. If budget allows, you might consider investing in

soft-close mechanisms for a few high-traffic drawers or doors, rather than for all of them.

By carefully considering all these aspects – from the fundamental materials and construction of your

cabinets to smart shopping strategies and the potential for DIY work – you can significantly reduce the

cost of your cabinetry project. A well-planned approach, coupled with a willingness to explore various

options, will allow you to achieve a beautiful and functional kitchen or bathroom without exceeding your

budget.



FAQ

Q: What is the most cost-effective type of cabinet to purchase?

A: Ready-to-assemble (RTA) cabinets are generally the most cost-effective option, as they are shipped

flat and require self-assembly, significantly reducing labor and shipping costs. Stock cabinets are also

a budget-friendly choice, offering pre-made sizes and styles at lower price points than semi-custom or

custom options.

Q: How much can cabinet refacing save compared to new cabinets?

A: Cabinet refacing can save you anywhere from 30% to 60% compared to replacing your cabinets

entirely with new ones. This is because you are only replacing the doors, drawer fronts, and covering

the visible exterior of the existing cabinet boxes, rather than building entirely new structures.

Q: Is it cheaper to paint or replace kitchen cabinets?

A: Painting existing kitchen cabinets is almost always cheaper than replacing them. The cost of paint,

primer, and necessary supplies is significantly lower than the price of new cabinets. However, the

savings depend on the condition of your current cabinets and whether you hire a professional painter.

Q: Are RTA cabinets good quality?

A: The quality of RTA cabinets can vary significantly by manufacturer. Many RTA cabinets are made

from high-quality materials like plywood and feature durable finishes. It's crucial to research specific

brands, read reviews, and check material specifications (e.g., plywood vs. particleboard) to ensure you

are purchasing a well-made product.



Q: What are the hidden costs associated with buying cabinets?

A: Hidden costs can include shipping fees (especially for RTA cabinets), hardware (knobs, pulls),

potential delivery surcharges, installation costs if you're not doing it yourself, underlayment or shims for

installation, and potentially disposal fees for old cabinets. Always get a full quote that includes all

anticipated components.

Q: Can I save money by buying cabinets online?

A: Yes, buying cabinets online can often lead to savings. Online retailers, especially direct-to-consumer

brands, may have lower overhead costs than traditional brick-and-mortar stores, allowing for more

competitive pricing. However, it's essential to factor in shipping costs and carefully review return

policies.

Q: When is the best time of year to buy cabinets to save money?

A: The best time to buy cabinets to save money is typically during major holiday sales events, such as

Black Friday, Memorial Day, Labor Day, or President's Day. Many home improvement retailers offer

significant discounts and promotions during these periods.

Q: What are the advantages of frameless cabinets versus framed

cabinets for saving money?

A: Frameless cabinets can sometimes be more cost-effective due to simpler construction and

potentially more efficient use of space, leading to slightly smaller overall dimensions for the same

interior volume. This can translate to lower material costs in some cases, though the price difference

isn't always significant and can depend on the manufacturer and region.
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Sign In - USCIS Login.gov is a sign in service that offers secure and private access to SAVE. Learn
how to migrate your account to Login.gov. Already migrated? SSA Employee? If you are an employee
of the
SAVE Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster rescue, deliver, redeem, ransom, reclaim, save
mean to set free from confinement or danger. rescue implies freeing from imminent danger by
prompt or vigorous action
SAVE | English meaning - Cambridge Dictionary SAVE definition: 1. to stop someone or
something from being killed, injured, or destroyed: 2. to keep someone from. Learn more
Systematic Alien Verification for Entitlements (SAVE) Program   SAVE is a fee-based inter-
governmental initiative designed to help federal, state, tribal, and local government agencies
confirm citizenship and immigration status prior to
Save - definition of save by The Free Dictionary 1. to rescue from danger or possible harm or
loss. 2. to keep safe, intact, or unhurt; safeguard: God save the United States. 3. to keep from being
lost: tried to save the game. 4. to avoid the
SAVE - USCIS SAVE is an online service for registered federal, state, territorial, tribal, and local
government agencies to verify immigration status and naturalized/acquired U.S. citizenship of
applicants
SAVE CaseCheck - USCIS   Visit our SAVE Verification Response Time page for more information
on our current processing times. CaseCheck lets benefit applicants check the status of their SAVE
SAVE - Agreement The SAVE Program is an intergovernmental initiative that aids participating
benefit-granting agencies in determining an applicant’s immigration status, thereby helping to
ensure that only
Guide to Understanding SAVE Verification Responses - USCIS Systematic Alien Verification
for Entitlements (SAVE) is a service that helps federal, state, and local benefit-issuing agencies,
institutions, and licensing agencies determine the immigration
Verification Process - USCIS   SAVE accepts a Social Security number (SSN) to create a case and
complete initial automated verification only. An immigration enumerator is required for additional
manual
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