
amazon echo frames 2nd gen review

amazon echo frames 2nd gen review is here to provide a comprehensive look at Amazon's second generation smart
glasses. This article delves into the features, performance, and overall user experience of the Echo Frames,
offering an in-depth analysis for potential buyers. We'll explore the design, audio quality, smart capabilities,
battery life, and how these audio glasses integrate with the Alexa ecosystem. Whether you're considering the
Echo Frames for their discreet audio playback, hands-free Alexa access, or as a stylish wearable tech
accessory, this review aims to cover all the essential aspects to help you make an informed decision.
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What are the Amazon Echo Frames (2nd Gen)?

The Amazon Echo Frames (2nd Gen) represent an evolution in wearable technology, blending familiar eyewear
aesthetics with the power of Amazon's Alexa voice assistant. These aren't typical smart glasses that display
information on lenses; instead, they focus on delivering audio directly to your ears via small, directional
speakers. This open-ear design allows you to stay aware of your surroundings while still enjoying music,
podcasts, calls, and interacting with Alexa. The second generation brings notable improvements over its
predecessor, aiming to refine the user experience and expand its utility.

At their core, the Echo Frames (2nd Gen) are designed to be a discreet and convenient way to access digital
audio and voice commands without needing to pull out your phone. They function as a pair of stylish glasses
that happen to have integrated speakers and microphones. This allows for a hands-free experience that can
seamlessly fit into your daily routine, whether you're commuting, working, exercising, or simply relaxing.

Design and Comfort: A Closer Look at the Echo Frames

Amazon has put considerable effort into the design of the Echo Frames (2nd Gen), focusing on making them look
and feel like conventional eyeglasses. They are available in several styles and colors to suit a wider range of
preferences. The frames are crafted from lightweight materials, prioritizing comfort for extended wear. The arms
of the glasses house the audio components and battery, cleverly integrated to maintain a sleek profile. These
aren't bulky or ostentatious; the technology is designed to be as unobtrusive as possible.

The fit of the Echo Frames is crucial for both comfort and audio performance. They are designed to sit
comfortably on your face, and the weight distribution aims to prevent pressure points. The flexibility of the
frame arms also contributes to a secure and adaptable fit for various head shapes. The charging mechanism
involves small magnetic pogo pins on the inside of the arms, connecting to a proprietary charging cable. This
keeps the exterior clean and maintains the glasses' aesthetic appeal.



Available Styles and Fit

The second generation of Echo Frames offers a selection of styles, including Wander, Square, and Round, each
with a choice of finishes like matte black, tortoiseshell, and blue crystal. This variety ensures that users can
find a pair that complements their personal style. The fit is designed to be comparable to standard prescription
or non-prescription glasses, with adjustable nose pads on some models to further enhance comfort and achieve
the optimal angle for audio delivery.

Materials and Build Quality

The construction of the Echo Frames (2nd Gen) utilizes high-quality, durable materials. The frames are
typically made from a blend of acetate and metal, offering a premium feel. The internal components are well-
protected, and the overall build quality suggests a product designed for longevity, despite the integrated
electronics. The arms are engineered to be slim yet robust enough to house the speakers, microphones, and
battery without compromising structural integrity.

Audio Performance: Sound Quality and Open-Ear Experience

The primary function of the Amazon Echo Frames (2nd Gen) is audio playback, and their open-ear design is a key
differentiator. Instead of earbuds that seal your ear canal, these glasses use tiny, directional speakers
located in the arms that project sound towards your ears. This means you can listen to music, take calls, or
hear Alexa's responses while remaining fully aware of your surroundings. This "hear-through" capability is
ideal for situations where situational awareness is paramount, such as cycling, walking in busy areas, or being
in an office environment.

The sound quality is surprisingly good for an open-ear design, offering clear audio for speech and a respectable
output for music. While it won't replace high-fidelity headphones for audiophiles, it provides a convenient and
personal listening experience that doesn't isolate you from the world. The directional speakers are designed to
minimize sound leakage, so others around you are unlikely to hear what you're listening to, especially in
moderate environments.

Directional Speaker Technology

Amazon employs advanced directional speaker technology in the Echo Frames (2nd Gen). These speakers are
precisely angled to direct sound waves toward your ears. This technology is crucial for balancing the open-
ear experience with privacy, ensuring that only the wearer can clearly hear the audio content. The effectiveness
of this technology means you can enjoy your music or podcasts without completely blocking out ambient
noise, which enhances safety.

Managing Ambient Noise

The open-ear nature of the Echo Frames means that ambient noise will inevitably mix with the audio from the
glasses. While the directional speakers help to focus the sound, in very noisy environments, you might need to
increase the volume to overcome external distractions. Conversely, in quiet settings, you can enjoy your
audio at a lower, more comfortable volume. This dynamic interaction with your environment is a defining
characteristic of this audio eyewear.



Alexa Integration and Smart Features

The intelligence within the Amazon Echo Frames (2nd Gen) comes from their seamless integration with Alexa. By
simply saying "Alexa," you can activate the voice assistant and access a wide range of its capabilities. This
hands-free control allows you to set reminders, check the weather, get news updates, control smart home
devices, make calls, send messages, and much more, all without reaching for your phone. The microphones are
designed to pick up your voice clearly, even in moderately noisy conditions.

The Echo Frames act as a direct extension of your Alexa ecosystem. If you already use Alexa-enabled devices
in your home, the Echo Frames can integrate with them, providing a portable and personal way to interact with
your smart home and digital assistant. This feature is particularly useful when you're on the go and want to
manage your smart devices or get information quickly.

Hands-Free Voice Commands

The core of the smart functionality lies in the hands-free voice commands. Users can issue a variety of
commands to Alexa, just as they would with an Echo speaker or their smartphone's voice assistant. This
includes asking questions, playing music from supported services, and managing daily tasks. The microphones are
optimized to capture your voice effectively, even when you're moving or in a somewhat bustling environment.

Connectivity and App Control

The Echo Frames connect to your smartphone via Bluetooth, requiring the Alexa app for initial setup and
ongoing management. The Alexa app allows you to customize settings, manage connected services, and view
your Alexa activity. Firmware updates are also delivered through the app, ensuring that your Echo Frames
continue to improve over time. Reliable Bluetooth connectivity is essential for the seamless operation of the
smart features.

Battery Life and Charging

Battery life is a critical consideration for any wearable device, and the Amazon Echo Frames (2nd Gen) offer a
respectable duration for typical usage. Amazon estimates up to two hours of continuous playback or talk
time on a single charge, with a total standby time of up to six hours. This means that for intermittent use
throughout the day – listening to music for a bit, taking a call, asking Alexa a question – the frames can last
a full day. Heavy, continuous use will naturally deplete the battery faster.

Charging is done via a proprietary magnetic charging cable. The cable snaps onto the inside of the glasses' arms,
making the process simple and ensuring proper alignment for power transfer. A full charge typically takes
around 1.5 to 2 hours. While the proprietary nature of the charger means you'll need to carry it with you if
you plan to recharge on the go, it maintains the sleek design of the frames.

Usage Scenarios and Battery Performance

The battery performance of the Echo Frames is directly tied to how you use them. If you're using them primarily
for short bursts of audio and voice commands, you'll likely get a full day's use. If you intend to use them as
your primary music listening device for extended periods, you may find yourself needing to recharge them more
frequently. For most users, the battery life should be sufficient for everyday tasks.



Charging Method and Speed

The magnetic charging cable is designed for ease of use. It connects securely to the charging points on the
frames, and charging begins automatically. The charging speed is relatively efficient, allowing you to get a
significant amount of power back in a short amount of time, which is convenient if you only have a brief window
to charge.

Durability and Water Resistance

The Amazon Echo Frames (2nd Gen) are built with everyday wear in mind, but they are not designed for extreme
conditions. They feature a degree of water resistance, rated at IPX4. This means they can withstand splashes
of water from any direction, making them suitable for light rain or sweat during a workout. However, they are
not waterproof and should not be submerged in water.

The materials used are chosen for their durability, but like any eyewear, they can be susceptible to scratches
or breakage if dropped or subjected to significant force. It's important to handle them with care and store them
in a protective case when not in use to preserve their longevity and functionality.

IPX4 Water Resistance Explained

The IPX4 rating indicates that the Echo Frames are protected against water splashes. This is a common rating
for many electronic devices and provides a good level of protection against everyday exposure to moisture.
This feature adds a layer of confidence for users who might wear them outdoors or during physical activities
where sweat might be a concern.

Care and Maintenance for Longevity

To ensure the longevity of your Amazon Echo Frames (2nd Gen), regular cleaning with a soft, dry cloth is
recommended. Avoid harsh chemicals or abrasive materials that could damage the lenses or frame. When not in
use, storing them in a protective case is advisable to prevent scratches and accidental damage. Proper care
will help maintain both their aesthetic appeal and their electronic functionality.

Privacy Considerations with Echo Frames

Privacy is a paramount concern for any device that incorporates microphones and voice assistant technology.
Amazon has implemented several features to address these concerns with the Echo Frames (2nd Gen). The
microphones are only active when you say the wake word "Alexa" or press the microphone button. When the
microphones are not in use, a blue LED indicator on the inside of the frame arm subtly lights up to show they are
active and listening.

Amazon also provides tools within the Alexa app to manage your privacy settings. You can review and delete
your voice recordings, and you have control over what data is stored. The open-ear design itself also
contributes to privacy in a way, as the sound is directed to your ears, reducing the likelihood of unintended
eavesdropping compared to devices that play audio aloud.



Microphone Activity and LED Indicator

The visual cue of the blue LED indicator is a key element in providing transparency about when the Echo Frames
are actively listening. This indicator is designed to be noticeable to the wearer but discreet enough not to be
overly distracting. When the LED is off, the microphones are not active and are not processing voice commands.

Managing Voice Recordings and Data

Amazon offers robust privacy controls for Alexa users. Through the Alexa app, you can access your voice
history, which includes recordings of your interactions with Alexa. You have the option to delete these
recordings individually or in bulk. Furthermore, you can choose whether your voice recordings are saved for
Alexa improvement purposes, offering granular control over your personal data.

Who are the Echo Frames (2nd Gen) For?

The Amazon Echo Frames (2nd Gen) are ideal for a specific type of user who values convenience, discreet audio,
and hands-free access to voice assistants. They are particularly well-suited for individuals who want to
listen to music, podcasts, or take calls without blocking out their surroundings. This includes commuters who
need to remain aware of traffic, office workers who want to stay connected to their work environment, and
fitness enthusiasts who prioritize situational awareness.

If you are already invested in the Amazon Alexa ecosystem and want a wearable device to interact with it, the
Echo Frames offer a unique and integrated experience. They are also a good option for those who find
traditional earbuds uncomfortable or prefer the aesthetic of wearing glasses. They serve as a subtle way to
incorporate smart technology into daily life without drawing excessive attention.

Users Prioritizing Open-Ear Audio

For those who find earbuds intrusive or uncomfortable, or who simply prefer to hear ambient sounds, the open-
ear design of the Echo Frames is a significant advantage. This allows for a more natural listening experience,
especially when engaging in activities that require awareness of one's surroundings.

Individuals in the Alexa Ecosystem

Existing Alexa users will find the Echo Frames to be a natural extension of their smart home setup. The ability
to control Alexa-enabled devices, ask questions, and access services hands-free while on the move enhances the
overall convenience of the Alexa ecosystem.

Pros and Cons of the Amazon Echo Frames (2nd Gen)

The Amazon Echo Frames (2nd Gen) offer a compelling set of features, but like any technology, they come with
their own set of advantages and disadvantages. Understanding these can help prospective buyers make a well-
rounded decision.



Pros:

Discreet open-ear audio for situational awareness

Seamless Alexa integration for hands-free control

Stylish and comfortable design resembling traditional glasses

Good for calls and voice-based interactions

Available in multiple styles and colors

Cons:

Battery life may be insufficient for continuous, heavy audio playback

Sound quality, while good for open-ear, won't match dedicated headphones

Proprietary charging cable required

Limited water resistance (IPX4)

Price point may be a barrier for some

Final Thoughts on the Echo Frames

The Amazon Echo Frames (2nd Gen) are a sophisticated and well-executed piece of wearable technology that
successfully blends style with smart functionality. They offer a unique solution for those who want to
enjoy audio and interact with a voice assistant without sacrificing awareness of their environment. The
improvements in design and audio quality over the first generation make them a more attractive proposition for
a wider audience. While the battery life and sound fidelity may not appeal to every user, for individuals seeking
discreet audio and convenient Alexa access, the Echo Frames are a noteworthy contender in the evolving
landscape of smart eyewear.

Frequently Asked Questions about the Amazon Echo Frames (2nd Gen)

Q: Can I use the Amazon Echo Frames (2nd Gen) with prescription lenses?
A: Yes, Amazon offers the Echo Frames (2nd Gen) in a version that can be fitted with prescription lenses by your
optician. This allows users who require vision correction to also enjoy the smart features and audio
capabilities.

Q: How loud can the speakers on the Echo Frames get?
A: The speakers on the Echo Frames are designed to provide clear audio at moderate volumes. While they can get
loud enough to be heard in most everyday environments, they are not intended to replace high-volume headphones
and some sound leakage may occur at higher settings.



Q: Are the Echo Frames (2nd Gen) waterproof?
A: No, the Echo Frames (2nd Gen) are not waterproof. They have an IPX4 rating, which means they are resistant
to splashes of water from any direction, making them suitable for light rain or sweat, but they should not be
submerged in water.

Q: Can I use the Echo Frames with my iPhone or Android phone?
A: Yes, the Amazon Echo Frames (2nd Gen) are compatible with both iOS and Android smartphones via
Bluetooth. You will need to download and use the Alexa app on your smartphone to set them up and manage
their features.

Q: How does the open-ear audio work and is there sound leakage?
A: The Echo Frames use directional speakers in the arms that project sound towards your ears. This design
allows you to hear your surroundings. While Amazon engineers the speakers to minimize sound leakage, some
sound may be audible to others nearby, especially in quiet environments or at higher volumes.

Q: Is the microphone always listening with the Echo Frames?
A: No, the microphones are only active when you say the wake word "Alexa" or manually activate them. A
blue LED indicator on the inside of the frame arm will light up when the microphones are active and listening.

Q: What is the battery life like on the Echo Frames (2nd Gen)?
A: Amazon estimates up to two hours of continuous playback or talk time and up to six hours of standby time
on a single charge. This is sufficient for intermittent use throughout a day for most users.

Q: Do the Echo Frames have built-in storage for music?
A: No, the Echo Frames do not have built-in storage for music. They stream audio from your connected
smartphone, so your phone needs to have the music or podcast files or access to streaming services.

Q: Can I control smart home devices with the Echo Frames?
A: Yes, if you have compatible smart home devices connected to your Alexa account, you can control them
using voice commands through the Echo Frames. This allows for convenient, hands-free management of your
smart home.
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Amazon Echo Dot user guide and you were disappointed that they only rewrite the little pamphlet
that came with the device and sold to you and now you are looking for a complete user guide? If any
of the above questions applies to you then this book is for you. By the way, you can read this book
FREE of charge on Kindle Unlimited. In a nutshell, you will learn the following from this book: How
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of your Echo Dot. At this point, I wish to tell you that this book is an updated user guide for your
smart device. Whether you owned the 1st or 2nd generation of Amazon Echo Dot, I'm certain that
this book would guide you to fully setting up your device and even integrating advanced features
with it even though it is much focused on the Echo Dot 2nd Generation. You'll also discover tips and
tricks you can employ to make your Amazon Echo Dot worth having. Every setup is explained in a
step by step manner to guide you seamlessly to knowing and getting used to the product. One thing
you'll never find in other Echo Dot 2nd Generation user guides 2018 edition is teaching you how to
study and understand how human-machine communication works so that in no time, you are
acquainted with skills of communicating with Alexa without necessarily having to refer to the voice
commands listed in this book. Yes, there are over 100+ voice commands and more than 100 Easter
Eggs ready for you inside that you can use with your Echo Dot 2nd Generation device. You don't
have to spend hundreds of dollars before you can have an advanced personal assistant such as
Alexa. Taking a little time to configure your Echo Dot 2nd Generation would surely do a lot for you
around the home and make your life much easy, interesting and worthwhile.Get this book today.
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this book would guide you to fully setting up your device and even integrating advanced features
with it even though it is much focused on the Echo Dot 2nd Generation. You'll also discover tips and
tricks you can employ to make your Amazon Echo Dot worth having. Every setup is explained in a
step by step manner to guide you seamlessly to knowing and getting used to the product. One thing
you'll never find in other Echo Dot 2nd Generation user guides 2017 edition is teaching you how to
study and understand how human-machine communication works so that in no time, you are
acquainted with skills of communicating with Alexa without necessarily having to refer to the voice
commands listed in this book. Yes, there are over 100+ voice commands and more than 100 Easter
Eggs ready for you inside that you can use with your Echo Dot 2nd Generation device. You don't



have to spend hundreds of dollars before you can have an advanced personal assistant such as
Alexa. Taking a little time to configure your Echo Dot 2nd Generation would surely do a lot for you
around the home and make your life much easy, interesting and worthwhile. Click on the BUY NOW
button above to have this book ready in your Kindle Device.
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Show 8 (2021). Amazon Echo Show 8 Features (2021). Amazon Echo Show 5 (2021) vs. Amazon
Echo Show 8 (2021). What is the latest echo show? Review of Echo Show 8. To configure this
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Echo Sho Paul Garten, 2019-01-08 Get the best out of your AMAZON ECHO SHOW. Learn how to set
up and start using your smart device in less than 1 hour. This book is an instruction manual written
essentially to help you in SETTING UP, CUSTOMIZING and MANAGING your Echo Show smart
device for optimum performance. It is written both for Beginners and Advanced Users alike.
FREEBIES: 1. This book comes with even a powerful FREE eBook titled: Mastering Alexa in One Day
with Over 620 Voice Commands. It's big. It's rich and it's completely free when you buy this book.
Don't miss it. 2. Download the Kindle version of this book for FREE when you buy this Paperback. In
a nutshell, you'd learn inside this book: How to set up and customize your Amazon Echo Show to
your taste. The meaning of the Visual Indicators on the Echo Show Home Screen. How to pair your
Mobile Device with the Echo Show. How to connect your Echo Show to a Bluetooth Speaker. How to
have Alexa recognize and relate with you personally via Amazon User Profile. How to set up an
Amazon Household Profile for a personalized experience w/ other family members. How to manage
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etc. How to set up Multi-Room Music with the Amazon Echo Show. How to link your Calendar to
Alexa and add entries to it. How to connect your Echo Remote to Echo Show. How to restart or reset
your Echo Show. How to create customize Skills for Alexa via Alexa Blueprint. How your Echo Show
can help with Cooking Steps. How to use your Echo Show as a Security Camera. How to create Alexa
Routines with the Echo Show. How to build a Smart Home. How to create a group for your Smart
Home Devices and control members of a group with a single voice command. How to shop Amazon
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Show Smart Device. And so much more...
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