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Choosing the Best Email Client That Works with Fastmail

email client that works with Fastmail is a common search for users looking to
optimize their email experience with this popular, privacy-focused email
provider. Fastmail offers robust features and excellent reliability, but
leveraging its full potential often involves selecting an email client that
seamlessly integrates with its protocols and enhances productivity. This
article delves into the diverse landscape of email clients that are
compatible with Fastmail, exploring their unique strengths, features, and how
they cater to different user needs. We will examine desktop applications,
mobile apps, and even web-based options, providing a comprehensive guide to
help you find the perfect email client that works with Fastmail for your
workflow. Understanding the interplay between your chosen client and
Fastmail's infrastructure is key to unlocking a more efficient and enjoyable
email management system.
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Understanding Fastmail's Protocol Support
Before selecting an email client that works with Fastmail, it's crucial to
understand the underlying protocols Fastmail supports. Fastmail is built on
standard internet protocols, ensuring broad compatibility with most modern
email clients. Primarily, Fastmail supports IMAP (Internet Message Access
Protocol) for synchronizing emails across multiple devices and POP3 (Post
Office Protocol version 3) for downloading emails to a single device. For
sending emails, SMTP (Simple Mail Transfer Protocol) is the standard.
Fastmail also offers robust support for modern security enhancements like
OAuth2 for authentication, which is more secure than traditional username and
password logins, and TLS/SSL for encrypted connections.

The preference for IMAP over POP3 is generally recommended for users who
access their email from more than one device. IMAP allows your emails to
remain on the Fastmail server, so any changes made on one client—such as
reading, deleting, or organizing emails—are reflected across all your
connected devices. This ensures a consistent and up-to-date view of your
inbox. Understanding these protocols is the foundational step in ensuring any
chosen email client that works with Fastmail will function correctly and
efficiently.

Top Desktop Email Clients That Work with
Fastmail
For users who spend a significant amount of time managing their email on a
computer, a powerful desktop email client can significantly boost



productivity. Many established and reputable clients offer excellent
integration with Fastmail, providing features beyond what a basic web
interface might offer.

Microsoft Outlook
Microsoft Outlook, a staple in business environments, is a fully featured
email client that works with Fastmail. It supports IMAP and SMTP, allowing
for seamless synchronization of emails, calendars, and contacts. Outlook's
strength lies in its comprehensive organizational tools, including advanced
filtering, rules, and powerful search capabilities. For users who also use
other Microsoft services, its integration with Office 365 can be a major
advantage. Setting up Fastmail in Outlook typically involves entering your
Fastmail credentials and selecting IMAP as the account type.

Outlook’s calendar integration is particularly noteworthy. When connected to
Fastmail, its calendar can sync appointments, meetings, and events, providing
a unified view of your schedule alongside your emails. Its ability to handle
multiple email accounts from different providers makes it a versatile choice
for users managing various online identities.

Mozilla Thunderbird
Mozilla Thunderbird is a free and open-source email client known for its
flexibility and extensibility. As an email client that works with Fastmail,
Thunderbird excels in its customizability. It supports IMAP and SMTP and
offers robust security features, including end-to-end encryption options
through add-ons like Enigmail (now integrated into Thunderbird). Its
interface is clean and efficient, and users can further enhance its
functionality with a vast array of add-ons available through its add-on
library.

Thunderbird’s folder management is intuitive, and its advanced search
functions allow users to quickly locate specific messages. For privacy-
conscious users, Thunderbird's open-source nature and commitment to user
control make it a highly appealing option. The setup process is
straightforward, guiding users through the necessary IMAP and SMTP settings
for Fastmail.

Apple Mail
For macOS and iOS users, Apple Mail is a natural and highly integrated email
client that works with Fastmail. It offers a clean, minimalist interface that
aligns with Apple's design philosophy. Apple Mail supports IMAP and SMTP,
providing smooth synchronization of emails, calendars, and contacts with
Fastmail. Its intelligent inboxes, VIP sender lists, and robust search make
managing your Fastmail account efficient and visually appealing.

The integration with other Apple services, such as iCloud Calendar and



Contacts, makes it a convenient choice for users within the Apple ecosystem.
The setup is typically automatic when you add a new account to your Mac or
iPhone, recognizing Fastmail settings with minimal manual input. Its
performance is optimized for Apple hardware, ensuring a fluid user
experience.

eM Client
eM Client is a powerful Windows and macOS email client that offers a
comprehensive suite of tools for email, calendar, contacts, and tasks
management. It’s an excellent email client that works with Fastmail,
supporting all standard protocols and offering advanced features like PGP
encryption, cloud storage integration, and a unified inbox view for multiple
accounts. Its modern interface is intuitive, and its focus on user experience
makes it a strong contender for both personal and professional use.

eM Client’s unique features, such as its conversation view and attachment
sidebar, help users manage large volumes of emails more effectively. The
setup for Fastmail is guided and straightforward, ensuring that users can
quickly start benefiting from its advanced capabilities. Its support for
modern authentication methods further enhances its security and ease of use.

Leading Mobile Email Clients for Fastmail
Mobile devices are central to modern communication, and having a reliable
email client that works with Fastmail on your smartphone or tablet is
essential. These clients offer convenience and accessibility on the go.

Gmail App
Surprisingly to some, the Gmail app for iOS and Android is an excellent email
client that works with Fastmail. By adding your Fastmail account as an IMAP
account within the Gmail app, you gain access to Google's sophisticated
notification system, a clean interface, and powerful search capabilities.
While it's Google's own app, it functions as a generic IMAP client, pulling
emails from your Fastmail server without merging them with your Gmail inbox
unless you choose to do so through forwarding or other settings. The app
supports push notifications, ensuring you never miss an important email.

The Gmail app's interface is designed for touchscreens, offering swipe
gestures for quick actions like archiving or deleting. Its search function is
particularly powerful, leveraging Google's indexing technology to find emails
rapidly. For users who appreciate a streamlined mobile experience and are
already familiar with the Gmail app's layout, it's a highly effective choice
for managing Fastmail on the go.



Apple Mail (iOS)
As mentioned for desktop, Apple Mail on iOS is a superb email client that
works with Fastmail for iPhone and iPad users. Its tight integration with the
iOS operating system ensures a smooth and responsive experience. It supports
IMAP and SMTP, providing real-time synchronization of emails, calendars, and
reminders. The app is designed for simplicity and efficiency, with features
like unified inboxes, threaded conversations, and customizable swipe actions
making email management on a mobile device a breeze.

The native Mail app benefits from iOS-specific features, such as Spotlight
search integration, allowing you to find emails quickly across your entire
device. Its notification system is also highly customizable, ensuring you
receive alerts for important messages without being overwhelmed.

Outlook Mobile
Microsoft Outlook mobile app for iOS and Android is another robust email
client that works with Fastmail. It offers a feature-rich experience,
mirroring many of the desktop version's capabilities. It supports IMAP and
provides excellent synchronization for emails, calendars, and contacts. The
app features a focused inbox that separates important emails from less
critical ones, helping you prioritize your communication. It also offers
robust search, calendar integration, and the ability to attach files from
cloud storage services.

The Outlook mobile app is particularly appealing to users who are invested in
the Microsoft ecosystem or who prefer a more structured and professional
interface on their mobile devices. Its continuous development by Microsoft
ensures it stays up-to-date with the latest mobile trends and security
standards.

Spark Mail
Spark Mail is a popular third-party email client that works with Fastmail,
available on iOS, Android, and macOS. It's designed with productivity in
mind, offering features like a smart inbox that prioritizes important emails,
email delegation, and quick replies. Spark's "Send Later" functionality and
snooze options are invaluable for managing your workflow and responding to
emails at optimal times. It supports IMAP and provides a beautiful, intuitive
interface.

Spark’s ability to integrate with various third-party services like Dropbox,
Google Drive, and Asana further enhances its appeal as a productivity tool.
Its collaborative features, such as shared inboxes and the ability to assign
emails to team members, make it a compelling option for small teams or
individuals who collaborate frequently. The setup process for Fastmail is
straightforward, and the app is known for its speed and reliability.



Web-Based and Alternative Options
While desktop and mobile apps are popular, there are also web-based and other
alternative ways to interact with your Fastmail account.

Fastmail's Native Web Interface
It's important to acknowledge that Fastmail itself provides a highly capable
and well-designed web interface. For many users, this native web client is
the primary or only email client that works with Fastmail they need. It
offers access to all Fastmail features, including email, calendar, contacts,
tasks, and advanced settings, directly from any web browser. The interface is
responsive, modern, and regularly updated with new features and performance
improvements. It requires no installation and is accessible from any device
with internet access, making it an incredibly convenient and universally
compatible option.

The Fastmail web interface is optimized for speed and user experience. It
includes powerful search, robust filtering, customizability for labels and
folders, and secure access. For individuals who don't require the advanced
features or specific integrations of a desktop or mobile application,
Fastmail's own web client is an excellent and often sufficient solution.

Third-Party Web Clients
While less common than dedicated desktop or mobile apps, there are third-
party web clients that can connect to Fastmail via IMAP and SMTP. These are
typically used for specific niche purposes or by organizations that prefer a
custom web-based email solution. However, for most users, the native Fastmail
web interface or well-established desktop/mobile clients offer a more
integrated and supported experience. When considering such options, always
prioritize security and ensure they properly handle your credentials and
data.

Key Features to Look For in a Fastmail Email
Client
When choosing an email client that works with Fastmail, several key features
can significantly impact your daily workflow and overall satisfaction.

Synchronization Speed and Reliability
A top priority is how quickly and reliably the client synchronizes with
Fastmail's servers. This ensures your inbox is always up-to-date, whether
you're sending or receiving emails. Look for clients that offer push



notifications or frequent background synchronization to minimize delays.

Security and Encryption Support
Given Fastmail's emphasis on privacy, your chosen client should complement
this by supporting robust security measures. This includes secure connection
protocols like TLS/SSL and authentication methods like OAuth2. For sensitive
communication, clients that support PGP encryption are a significant
advantage.

Calendar and Contact Integration
Seamless integration with Fastmail's calendar and contact management features
can dramatically improve organization. A good client will sync these elements
effortlessly, allowing you to manage your schedule and address book alongside
your emails in one application.

Customization and Productivity Tools
The ability to customize the interface, set up rules and filters, use
templates, and benefit from features like snoozing or quick replies can make
email management far more efficient. Advanced search capabilities are also
critical for quickly locating past messages.

Cross-Platform Compatibility
If you use multiple devices or operating systems, choosing an email client
that works with Fastmail and is available across platforms (Windows, macOS,
iOS, Android) ensures a consistent experience. Syncing your preferences and
data between devices becomes much simpler.

Configuring Your Email Client with Fastmail
Setting up an email client that works with Fastmail is generally a
straightforward process, especially with the growing adoption of modern
authentication. Most clients will prompt you to enter your Fastmail email
address and password. Fastmail supports OAuth2 for many popular clients,
which means you'll be redirected to a Fastmail login page to authorize the
client access, rather than entering your password directly into the client.
This is the most secure method.

If OAuth2 is not supported or if you prefer manual setup, you will need to
provide the IMAP and SMTP server details. For Fastmail, these are typically:

IMAP Server: `imap.fastmail.com`



SMTP Server: `smtp.fastmail.com`

IMAP Port: `993` (with SSL/TLS enabled)

SMTP Port: `465` (with SSL/TLS enabled) or `587` (with STARTTLS enabled)

You will also need to ensure that "Less secure app access" is enabled in your
Fastmail account settings if you are using a client that doesn't support
OAuth2 and relies on basic password authentication. However, it's strongly
recommended to use clients that support OAuth2 for enhanced security.

The selection of an email client that works with Fastmail is a personal
choice, dictated by individual needs and preferences. Whether you prioritize
the robust feature set of a desktop application like Outlook or Thunderbird,
the convenience of a mobile app like Spark, or the simplicity of Fastmail's
native web interface, there are numerous excellent options available. By
understanding Fastmail's protocol support and considering the key features
discussed, you can confidently choose a client that enhances your email
communication and productivity.

FAQ

Q: What are the advantages of using a dedicated
email client with Fastmail compared to the web
interface?
A: Dedicated email clients often offer advanced features not always present
in web interfaces, such as offline access, more sophisticated rules and
filtering, better integration with desktop applications (calendars,
contacts), enhanced keyboard shortcuts, and potentially better handling of
large volumes of email through local caching. They can also provide a more
customized and distraction-free user experience.

Q: Does Fastmail recommend any specific email
clients that work with their service?
A: Fastmail generally supports any email client that adheres to standard
IMAP, POP3, and SMTP protocols. They provide configuration details for common
clients and often highlight those with good integration, particularly those
supporting OAuth2 for secure authentication. Their website usually has a list
of recommended clients or guides for setting up popular ones.

Q: Can I use the Gmail app with my Fastmail account?
A: Yes, you can use the Gmail app on iOS and Android as an email client that
works with Fastmail. You would add your Fastmail account as an IMAP account
within the Gmail app settings. This allows you to manage your Fastmail emails



alongside any other accounts you might have in the app, benefiting from the
Gmail app's interface and features for your Fastmail messages.

Q: Are there any security risks in using third-party
email clients with Fastmail?
A: While most reputable third-party clients are secure, there can be risks.
It's crucial to use clients from trusted developers and ensure they support
modern security protocols like TLS/SSL and OAuth2 for authentication. Avoid
clients that require you to disable security features on your Fastmail
account or ask for excessive permissions. Always check reviews and the
developer's reputation.

Q: How do I set up my Fastmail account on a new
email client?
A: To set up your Fastmail account on a new email client, you typically need
your Fastmail email address and password. Most modern clients will attempt
automatic configuration or guide you to log in via OAuth2. If manual setup is
required, you'll need the IMAP server (`imap.fastmail.com`, port 993 SSL/TLS)
and SMTP server (`smtp.fastmail.com`, port 465 SSL/TLS or 587 STARTTLS)
details.

Q: What is OAuth2 and why is it important for an
email client that works with Fastmail?
A: OAuth2 is a secure authorization framework that allows an application
(your email client) to access your Fastmail account without needing to store
your actual password. Instead, you grant permission through Fastmail's secure
login page. This significantly enhances security by preventing your password
from being exposed to the email client itself, reducing the risk of
compromise.

Q: Can I use my Fastmail account for work emails in
a desktop client?
A: Absolutely. Desktop clients like Microsoft Outlook, Mozilla Thunderbird,
and eM Client are excellent choices for managing work emails with Fastmail.
They offer robust organizational tools, calendar integration, and the ability
to manage multiple accounts, making them ideal for professional use.
Fastmail's reliability and features make it a strong contender for business
email.
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