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cloud vs local pkm: Understanding Your Personal Knowledge Management Options

cloud vs local pkm represents a fundamental decision point for anyone looking
to organize and manage their information effectively. Whether you're a
student, researcher, professional, or simply someone who values keeping track
of ideas, the choice between cloud-based and local Personal Knowledge
Management (PKM) systems significantly impacts accessibility, security,
synchronization, and cost. This article will delve into the core differences,
advantages, and disadvantages of each approach, empowering you to make an
informed decision that aligns with your specific needs and workflow. We will
explore the intricate details of data storage, security considerations,
collaborative potential, and the overall user experience offered by both
cloud and local PKM solutions.
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Understanding the Core Differences

The primary distinction between cloud vs local pkm lies in where your
valuable personal knowledge is stored and how it is accessed. Cloud-based
systems leverage remote servers managed by third-party providers, offering
access from virtually any internet-connected device. Conversely, local PKM
solutions store your data directly on your personal computer or a local
network, providing a greater degree of control and privacy. This fundamental
difference dictates many of the subsequent pros and cons associated with
each.

Data Storage Location

In a cloud PKM setup, your notes, documents, and other knowledge assets
reside on servers maintained by companies like Google, Microsoft, or
dedicated PKM service providers. This means your data is not physically on
your device but accessible through an internet connection. This offers
convenience but introduces a reliance on the provider's infrastructure and
their terms of service. The scalability of cloud storage is a significant
advantage, allowing you to store vast amounts of information without worrying
about your device's hard drive capacity.



Local PKM systems, on the other hand, store your data in files and databases
directly on your computer's hard drive, an external hard drive, or a network-
attached storage (NAS) device. This gives you complete ownership and control
over your data. While this offers enhanced privacy and security, it also
means you are responsible for managing backups and ensuring sufficient local
storage space. The performance of local systems can often be snappier for
retrieving and manipulating large datasets, as it doesn't rely on internet
latency.

Accessibility and Synchronization

Cloud PKM solutions are inherently designed for accessibility. Once your data
is uploaded to the cloud, you can access it from your smartphone, tablet, or
any computer with an internet connection. Synchronization across devices is
typically seamless and automatic, ensuring that any changes made on one
device are reflected on all others almost instantaneously. This makes them
ideal for users who frequently switch between devices or collaborate with
others.

Local PKM systems can offer accessibility through various means, but they are
not as inherently seamless as cloud solutions. You can access your data from
any device on your local network. For remote access, you might need to set up
VPNs or use remote desktop software, which can add complexity.
Synchronization between multiple local devices often requires manual
intervention or specialized software to ensure consistency, which can be a
hurdle for users accustomed to the automatic nature of cloud services.

Cloud-Based PKM Systems: The Connected Approach

Cloud-based PKM solutions offer a compelling blend of convenience,
accessibility, and often, collaborative features. They are built on the
premise of making your knowledge base readily available wherever you are,
provided you have an internet connection. This paradigm shift in data
management brings both significant advantages and some inherent
considerations.

Advantages of Cloud PKM

The primary advantage of cloud-based PKM is its unparalleled accessibility.
You can access your notes, ideas, and research from any device with an
internet connection, making it perfect for a mobile workforce or students who
attend classes in different locations. Synchronization is typically robust
and automatic, eliminating the worry of data inconsistencies between your
devices. Furthermore, many cloud services offer generous free tiers or
affordable subscription plans, making them accessible to a wide range of
users. Data redundancy and offsite backups are usually handled by the cloud



provider, offering a degree of disaster recovery that many individuals might
not implement themselves.

Disadvantages of Cloud PKM

The reliance on an internet connection is a significant drawback for cloud
PKM. In areas with poor connectivity or during internet outages, you may be
unable to access your knowledge base. Privacy concerns are also paramount;
while reputable providers employ strong security measures, you are entrusting
your sensitive personal information to a third party. Vendor lock-in can be
another issue; migrating your data from one cloud service to another can
sometimes be a complex and time-consuming process. The subscription-based
pricing model, while often affordable, represents an ongoing cost that can
accumulate over time, especially for premium features or extensive storage.

Popular Cloud PKM Examples

e Evernote: A long-standing popular choice known for its robust note-
taking and web clipping capabilities.

e Notion: A versatile all-in-one workspace that combines notes, databases,
task management, and wikis.

e OneNote: Microsoft's free note-taking application that integrates well
with other Microsoft services.

e Google Keep: A simple, intuitive note-taking app that syncs across
Google accounts.

Local PKM Systems: The Self-Contained Method

Local PKM solutions prioritize user control, data ownership, and often, a
more deeply customizable experience. By keeping your knowledge base entirely
within your own digital environment, you gain a level of privacy and autonomy
that cloud-based systems cannot match. This approach is favored by
individuals who are particularly concerned about data security or who prefer
a more hands-on management of their digital assets.

Advantages of Local PKM

The most significant advantage of local PKM is enhanced privacy and security.
Your data remains on your devices, free from the potential vulnerabilities of
third-party servers and the terms of service of cloud providers. You have



complete control over who accesses your information and how it is stored.
Performance can also be a strong point, as local access typically bypasses
internet latency, leading to faster retrieval and manipulation of your
knowledge base, especially with large volumes of data. Once purchased, many
local software solutions do not incur ongoing subscription fees, representing
a one-time investment.

Disadvantages of Local PKM

The primary challenge with local PKM is the responsibility for data
management. You are solely responsible for implementing a robust backup
strategy to prevent data loss due to hardware failure, accidental deletion,
or other unforeseen events. Accessibility is also more limited; accessing
your data remotely typically requires additional setup like VPNs or network
sharing configurations, which can be cumbersome. Synchronization across
multiple local devices can also be more complex to manage than the automatic
syncing offered by cloud services, often requiring manual intervention or
third-party synchronization tools.

Popular Local PKM Examples

Obsidian: A powerful, highly customizable note-taking app that uses
local Markdown files and offers extensive plugin support.

Logseq: A privacy-first, open-source knowledge base that uses local
files and supports outlining and block-based notes.

Standard Notes: A minimalist, encrypted note-taking app with a focus on
privacy and extensibility through extensions.

Zotero: Primarily a reference management tool, but its local storage and
tagging capabilities can serve as a powerful local PKM for researchers.

Key Factors for Decision Making

Choosing between cloud vs local pkm is not a one-size-fits-all scenario.
Several critical factors should be carefully considered to ensure your chosen
method aligns perfectly with your workflow, technical comfort level, and
priorities. Understanding these elements will guide you toward the optimal
solution for your personal knowledge management needs.



Security and Privacy Requirements

For individuals handling highly sensitive personal or professional
information, the security and privacy offered by local PKM systems are often
paramount. The assurance that data is not stored on remote servers, subject
to potential breaches or government access requests, can be a deciding
factor. Cloud providers offer robust security, but the ultimate control rests
with them. If you have strict compliance requirements or simply a strong
preference for keeping your data entirely under your own purview, a local
solution is generally more suitable.

Budget and Cost Considerations

Budget plays a crucial role in the cloud vs local pkm decision. Cloud
services often operate on a subscription model, which can be appealing for
upfront affordability but represents an ongoing expense. Free tiers might
suffice for basic use, but advanced features or larger storage needs can
quickly increase monthly or annual costs. Local software, while sometimes
having an initial purchase price, typically offers a one-time investment for
the license, with potential for free updates or optional paid add-ons.
Consider the long-term financial implications of each approach.

Technical Proficiency and Maintenance

Your comfort level with technology and your willingness to engage in system
maintenance will heavily influence your choice. Cloud PKM solutions are
generally more user-friendly and require less technical upkeep from the end-
user; the provider handles server maintenance, updates, and backups. Local
PKM systems, while potentially more powerful and customizable, demand more
from the user. You are responsible for managing backups, ensuring software is
up-to-date, and potentially troubleshooting technical issues. If you prefer a
set-it-and-forget-it approach, cloud might be better. If you enjoy tinkering
and having granular control, local may be more rewarding.

Advanced Considerations for Both

Beyond the fundamental differences, there are advanced aspects of cloud vs
local pkm that can further refine your decision-making process. These often
involve integration with other tools, the potential for advanced
customization, and how each paradigm handles the growth of your knowledge
base over time.

Integration with Other Tools

The ecosystem of your existing digital tools is a vital consideration. Many



cloud PKM platforms offer extensive integrations with other popular services,
such as calendars, email clients, project management software, and
collaboration suites. This can create a seamless workflow and centralize
information management. Local PKM solutions may have more limited direct
integrations, often relying on APIs or third-party tools to achieve similar
connectivity. However, the open-source nature of some local tools allows for
deep customization of integrations if you have the technical expertise.

Customization and Extensibility

The degree of customization available can be a significant differentiator.
Some cloud platforms offer limited customization options, focusing on a
streamlined user experience. Others, like Notion, provide a high degree of
flexibility in how you structure your data. Local PKM tools, particularly
those built on open standards like Markdown, often excel in extensibility.
They can be heavily customized with themes, plugins, and scripts to tailor
the experience precisely to your needs, allowing for highly specialized
workflows that might be impossible with more rigid cloud solutions.

Long-Term Data Portability and Vendor Lock-In

Consider the long-term implications of data portability. With cloud services,
while generally good, there's always a theoretical risk of vendor lock-in. If
a provider changes its terms, increases prices significantly, or discontinues
a service, migrating your data can be a challenge. Local PKM solutions,
especially those using plain text files, offer excellent data portability.
You can easily move your files to a new system or use them with various other
applications. This future-proofing aspect is a strong argument for local
systems for users who prioritize complete data freedom.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the primary difference between cloud and
local PKM?

A: The primary difference lies in where your data is stored. Cloud PKM stores
data on remote servers, accessible via the internet, while local PKM stores
data directly on your personal devices.

Q: Is cloud PKM more secure than local PKM?

A: Security depends on the provider's implementation and your own practices.
Cloud providers invest heavily in security, but local PKM gives you direct
control over your data's security measures.



Q: Can I access my local PKM data from anywhere?

A: Accessing local PKM data remotely typically requires additional setup,
such as VPNs or network sharing, which is generally less convenient than the
inherent accessibility of cloud PKM.

Q: Which option is better for collaboration?

A: Cloud PKM solutions are generally superior for collaboration due to their
built-in sharing features and real-time synchronization capabilities across
multiple users.

Q: What are the ongoing costs associated with cloud
vs local PKM?

A: Cloud PKM often involves subscription fees, while local PKM typically has
a one-time purchase cost for the software, with potential for ongoing costs
for hardware or advanced features.

Q: What happens if my device fails with local PKM?

A: If your device fails with local PKM and you haven't implemented proper
backups, you risk losing all your data. Cloud PKM generally has built-in
redundancy and backup services managed by the provider.

Q: Which is easier to set up and use for beginners?

A: Cloud PKM solutions are often designed with user-friendliness in mind and
typically require less technical setup, making them generally easier for
beginners to start using immediately.

Q: Does local PKM offer better performance for large
knowledge bases?

A: Often, yes. Local PKM can offer faster retrieval and manipulation of large
datasets because it doesn't rely on internet speed and latency.

Q: How can I ensure my data is portable if I use a
cloud PKM?

A: Regularly export your data in standard formats provided by the cloud
service. Also, choose services known for easy data export and transparent
data policies.
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proceedings of the 20th International Conference on Service-Oriented Computing, ICSOC 2022, held
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cloud vs local pkm: Cloud-Based Benchmarking of Medical Image Analysis Allan
Hanbury, Henning Miiller, Georg Langs, 2017-05-16 This book is open access under a CC BY-NC 2.5
license. This book presents the VISCERAL project benchmarks for analysis and retrieval of 3D
medical images (CT and MRI) on a large scale, which used an innovative cloud-based evaluation
approach where the image data were stored centrally on a cloud infrastructure and participants
placed their programs in virtual machines on the cloud. The book presents the points of view of both
the organizers of the VISCERAL benchmarks and the participants. The book is divided into five
parts. Part I presents the cloud-based benchmarking and Evaluation-as-a-Service paradigm that the
VISCERAL benchmarks used. Part II focuses on the datasets of medical images annotated with
ground truth created in VISCERAL that continue to be available for research. It also covers the
practical aspects of obtaining permission to use medical data and manually annotating 3D medical
images efficiently and effectively. The VISCERAL benchmarks are described in Part IIl, including a
presentation and analysis of metrics used in evaluation of medical image analysis and search. Lastly,
Parts IV and V present reports by some of the participants in the VISCERAL benchmarks, with Part
IV devoted to the anatomy benchmarks and Part V to the retrieval benchmark. This book has two
main audiences: the datasets as well as the segmentation and retrieval results are of most interest to
medical imaging researchers, while eScience and computational science experts benefit from the
insights into using the Evaluation-as-a-Service paradigm for evaluation and benchmarking on huge
amounts of data.

cloud vs local pkm: Unsustainable Transport and Transition in China Becky PY Loo,
2018-01-02 This book discusses various transport sustainability issues from the perspective of
developing countries, exploring key issues, problems and potential solutions for improving transport
sustainability in China. It first reviews the current transport sustainability baselines in the three key
dimensions of environmental, economic and social sustainability, via an international comparison
encompassing both developed and developing countries in different world regions. Then, with a time
frame up to 2030, the study groups 100 major Chinese cities according to their baseline conditions,
projected population and economic growth, and common sustainability challenges in passenger
transport. A systematic attempt is made to discuss the characteristics, strengths and weaknesses of
various emerging sustainable transport strategies, including the metro systems, bus rapid transit,
light rail, bicycles (and e-bicycles), electric vehicles and walking. Based on the different city clusters
identified, the study then explores the opportunities and constraints of introducing a range of
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Future directions and challenges are identified based on official documents, onsite observations and
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interviews with local people. The study concludes with thoughts on sustainable transport in smart
cities, the importance of governance, local participation, internal and external city movements, and
towards a holistic sustainable transport plan. Unsustainable Transport and Transition in China will
be of great interest to scholars interested in carbon emissions, climate change, environmental policy,
planning, road safety, sustainability, transportation and urban studies, and is relevant to China and
other developing countries.

cloud vs local pkm: Handbook of Research on Modern Cryptographic Solutions for
Computer and Cyber Security Gupta, Brij, Agrawal, Dharma P., Yamaguchi, Shingo, 2016-05-16
Internet usage has become a facet of everyday life, especially as more technological advances have
made it easier to connect to the web from virtually anywhere in the developed world. However, with
this increased usage comes heightened threats to security within digital environments. The
Handbook of Research on Modern Cryptographic Solutions for Computer and Cyber Security
identifies emergent research and techniques being utilized in the field of cryptology and cyber threat
prevention. Featuring theoretical perspectives, best practices, and future research directions, this
handbook of research is a vital resource for professionals, researchers, faculty members, scientists,
graduate students, scholars, and software developers interested in threat identification and
prevention.

cloud vs local pkm: Zettelkasten and the Art of Knowledge Management Binny V A, 2023-10-26
Zettelkasten and the Art of Knowledge Management will walk you through the process of creating
your knowledge graph with Obsidian. It will take you step by step from the basics of Personal
Knowledgeable Management(PKM), to the Zettelkasten note taking process, to setting up your
knowledge vault. It will show you how to charge up your knowledge vault and how to use it to great
effect. It will walk you through the habits you need to transform your learning into a lifelong
investment. Knowledge doesn't live in isolation: it's fundamentally connected to the people and
events in our life. Yet all teaching about PKM(Personal Knowledge Management) treats knowledge
as if it's stand-alone, and that's a pity. Because the knowledge we gather, the moments in our life
when it shows up, and the people and places and events related to our growing body of knowledge
are an inherently close-knit whole. This book doesn't just explain the principles of PKM, like
Zettelkasten, but also gives step-by-step instructions to get you started, and most importantly: It
introduces the concept of the Graph Journal, which helps you map out both your knowledge and the
significant elements in your life. It helps you gain more insight, create better ideas, and a much
deeper understanding of your life, your goals and how to get there. It shows how everything
connects together. Looking back at your graph journal explains how you got to be 'here’, and it
enables you to creatively and with focus work towards getting 'there'. In the book, we’ll be using the
Obsidian app to create the knowledge base. This is the leading software in this field. But the same
principles can be used with any other PKM tool(like Logseq, Roam Research, etc).
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cloud vs local pkm: The Human Element of Big Data Geetam S. Tomar, Narendra S.
Chaudhari, Robin Singh Bhadoria, Ganesh Chandra Deka, 2016-10-26 The proposed book talks about
the participation of human in Big Data.How human as a component of system can help in making the
decision process easier and vibrant.It studies the basic build structure for big data and also includes
advanced research topics.In the field of Biological sciences, it comprises genomic and proteomic
data also. The book swaps traditional data management techniques with more robust and vibrant
methodologies that focus on current requirement and demand through human computer interfacing
in order to cope up with present business demand. Overall, the book is divided in to five parts where
each part contains 4-5 chapters on versatile domain with human side of Big Data.

cloud vs local pkm: Sustainable Tourism Futures Stefan Gossling, C. Michael Hall, David
Weaver, 2009-01-13 A global industry and an important tool for economic development,
international tourism is facing an increasingly uncertain future. Global environmental change,
including climate change; increasing fuel prices; and growing criticism from environmental and
social interest groups are posing substantial challenges to the belief that international tourism can




be sustainable at current rates and patterns of growth. This book therefore aims to answer the
questions of if and how tourism can be a sustainable industry. The book concludes that sustainable
tourism is possible but that it requires fundamental shifts in operations, systems and philosophies.
The various contributions identify a number of means by which this can be accomplished but stress
that sustainable tourism still has a long way to travel before it can reach its destination.

cloud vs local pkm: ICICKM 2018 15th International Conference on Intellectual Capital
Knowledge Management & Organisational Learning Prof. Shaun Pather, 2018-11-29
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cloud vs local pkm: Springer Handbook of Robotics Bruno Siciliano, Oussama Khatib,
2016-07-27 The second edition of this handbook provides a state-of-the-art overview on the various
aspects in the rapidly developing field of robotics. Reaching for the human frontier, robotics is
vigorously engaged in the growing challenges of new emerging domains. Interacting, exploring, and
working with humans, the new generation of robots will increasingly touch people and their lives.
The credible prospect of practical robots among humans is the result of the scientific endeavour of a
half a century of robotic developments that established robotics as a modern scientific discipline.
The ongoing vibrant expansion and strong growth of the field during the last decade has fueled this
second edition of the Springer Handbook of Robotics. The first edition of the handbook soon became
a landmark in robotics publishing and won the American Association of Publishers PROSE Award for
Excellence in Physical Sciences & Mathematics as well as the organization’s Award for Engineering
& Technology. The second edition of the handbook, edited by two internationally renowned
scientists with the support of an outstanding team of seven part editors and more than 200 authors,
continues to be an authoritative reference for robotics researchers, newcomers to the field, and
scholars from related disciplines. The contents have been restructured to achieve four main
objectives: the enlargement of foundational topics for robotics, the enlightenment of design of
various types of robotic systems, the extension of the treatment on robots moving in the
environment, and the enrichment of advanced robotics applications. Further to an extensive update,
fifteen new chapters have been introduced on emerging topics, and a new generation of authors
have joined the handbook’s team. A novel addition to the second edition is a comprehensive
collection of multimedia references to more than 700 videos, which bring valuable insight into the
contents. The videos can be viewed directly augmented into the text with a smartphone or tablet
using a unique and specially designed app. Springer Handbook of Robotics Multimedia Extension
Portal: http://handbookofrobotics.org/

cloud vs local pkm: Iranian Protocol: A Justin Hall Spy Thriller Ethan Jones, 2014-04-26
Betrayed by one of your own... When the defection of an Iranian nuclear scientist is compromised,
CIS spymaster Justin Hall suspects this was an inside job. Unsure who he can trust within his
agency, he begins a dangerous game, and soon becomes ensnared in a web of lies and deceit. When
a piece of intelligence points to his former boss, Justin is left with no other choice but to go rogue,
forging alliances with a sinister Russian oligarch and Yemeni insurgents. How will Justin find out
who has put the entire agency in jeopardy and is working with the enemy, when they anticipate his
every move? Reviews [0 “I can honestly say that not only is the character one of the best, but the
author, Ethan Jones is becoming one of the best writers in this genus.” (00 “Iranian Protocol is a
thriller that reaches out and grabs you by the throat. And that’s just the prologue.” “It read
authentic, real and compelling . . . a story that was both hardboiled yet believable.” ~ANDREW
KAPLAN, bestselling author “I've enjoyed all the Justin Hall thrillers, but I have to say, they just
keep getting better.” -MARC CAMERON, New York Times bestselling author The Justin Hall Series
Iranian Protocol is the third novel in this best-selling series with hundreds of five-star reviews and
thousands of sales and downloads. Each book is a self-contained clean story without clifthangers and
can be enjoyed on its own. The only edge-of-your-seat action and adventure series with terrorist
subterfuge and clandestine special operations that will keep you begging for more. If you like
Ludlum, le Carré, Fleming, or Flynn, you'll love Iranian Protocol. Scroll up, click and get lost in the
action-packed, captivating world of Justin Hall now!



cloud vs local pkm: Biennial Report of the Attorney General to the Governor of the State of
Minnesota Minnesota. Attorney General, 1954

cloud vs local pkm: Murphy's Law Jack Murphy, 2019-04-23 For fans of the New York Times
bestsellers The Last Punisher and Lone Survivor, a heart-pounding military memoir from a former
Army Ranger sniper and Special Operations weapon sergeant-turned-journalist about the incredible
highs and devastating lows of his career. Growing up in small New York towns, Jack Murphy knew
he wanted to lead a life far from the ordinary—a life of adventure and valor. After the 9/11 attacks,
he immediately enlisted in the Army, knowing this was his chance to live the life he desired and fight
for a cause he staunchly supported. After making it through the rigorous Ranger Indoctrination
Program, he graduated sniper school and was promptly deployed to Afghanistan, where his
experiences went from ordinary to extraordinary. In this gripping military memoir, Murphy recounts
the multiple missions he underwent as a Ranger, a Special Forces weapons sergeant, and ultimately,
a boots-on-the-ground journalist. From enemy ambushes, dodging explosives, crashing terrorists’
weddings, and landing helicopters in the streets of Mosul, Jack provides a hard-hitting glimpse of
what combat is like in some of the world’s most dangerous, war-torn places. With tours of duty in
two of the most decorated units of the armed forces, Murphy brings a unique perspective to the
military genre as he reflects on his great triumphs and shattering failures both on and off the
battlefield. Later, Murphy turned his attention to breaking news within the military. His stories have
taken him from Iraq to Switzerland, from Syria to South Korea. From crossing Middle Eastern
borders in the dead of night, to rolling into an IED-laden zone, Murphy’s stories are always a thrill a
minute. Murphy’s Law tells a story of intense bravery and sacrifice—both on and off the battlefield.

cloud vs local pkm: Artificial Intelligence and Security Xingming Sun, Xiaorui Zhang,
Zhihua Xia, Elisa Bertino, 2021-07-09 This two-volume set of LNCS 12736-12737 constitutes the
refereed proceedings of the 7th International Conference on Artificial Intelligence and Security,
ICAIS 2021, which was held in Dublin, Ireland, in July 2021. The conference was formerly called
“International Conference on Cloud Computing and Security” with the acronym ICCCS. The total of
93 full papers and 29 short papers presented in this two-volume proceedings was carefully reviewed
and selected from 1013 submissions. Overall, a total of 224 full and 81 short papers were accepted
for ICAIS 2021; the other accepted papers are presented in CCIS 1422-1424. The papers were
organized in topical sections as follows: Part I: Artificial intelligence; and big data Part II: Big data;
cloud computing and security; encryption and cybersecurity; information hiding; IoT security; and
multimedia forensics

cloud vs local pkm: Annual Report United States. Small Business Administration, 1971

cloud vs local pkm: Advances in Manufacturing III Bartosz Gapinski, Olaf Ciszak, Vitalii Ivanov,
2022-04-24 The book covers various topics in mechanical engineering, with a special attention to
machine design, product assembly, technological aspects of production, mechatronics and
production maintenance. Based on peer-reviewed papers presented at the 7th International
Scientific-Technical Conference MANUFACTURING 2022, held in Poznan, Poland, on May 16-19,
2022, the different chapters describe cutting-edge research and methods fostering automation and
optimization of industrial processes and machining, with an emphasis on energy-efficient and
ecological solutions. All in all, this book offers a timely guide for researchers and professionals in
mechanical engineering and manufacturing, yet it is also intended to foster communication and
cooperation between universities and industrial partners

cloud vs local pkm: Embed Nick Allen, 2014-10-06 In 2007, journalist Nick Allen quit a secure
job in Pakistan as a news agency writer to experience the life of foreign troops fighting the Taliban
in Afghanistan. Over several years he journeyed as an embedded reporter with a dozen armies,
working his way through placid backwaters to remote, savage hotspots where daily clashes with
insurgent forces were the norm. Driven by a desire to himself live and then convey some of the
drama, tragedy, farce and sheer frustration experienced by soldiers and marines from California to
Copenhagen, Allen returned again and again for 'embeds' with different contingents to explore a
multinational effort that will surely define NATO's future and events in South Asia, and the world,




for many years to come. No other writer managed to gain such broad access to the forty-two-country
Coalition that was deployed in Afghanistan, or produce an account that carries so much of the
essence of soldiering in this inhospitable environment, where extremes of climate, treachery and
enemy cunning have always defeated nations that dared to wage war in the 'graveyard of empires.'
Embed explores the fragile calm of Bamiyan and its ancient sites and other low-intensity regions -
usually ignored but a vital part of the overall picture - together with the ferocious clashes of
Helmand, Kandahar, Kunar and other provinces. The author found that even the most sophisticated
armed forces had been sucked into a fight they were ill-prepared for and, amid political uncertainty
and dwindling public support back home, ultimately could not win.

cloud vs local pkm: On the Move to Meaningful Internet Systems: OTM 2012
Workshops Pilar Herrero, Herve Panetto, Robert Meersman, Tharam Dillon, 2013-01-17 This
volume constitutes the refereed proceedings of ten international workshops, OTM Academy,
Industry Case Studies Program, EI2N, INBAST, Meta4eS, OnToContent, ORM, SeDeS, SINCOM and
SOMOCO 2012, held as part of OTM 2012 in Rome, Italy, in September 2012. The 66 revised full
papers presented were carefully reviewed and selected from a total of 127 submissions. The volume
also includes 7 papers from the On the Move Academy (OTMA) 2012 as well as 4 CooplIS 2012
poster papers and 5 ODBASE 2012 poster papers. The paper cover various aspects of computer
supported cooperative work (CSCW), middleware, Internet/Web data management, electronic
commerce, enterprise modelling, workflow management, knowledge flow, agent technologies,
information retrieval, software architectures, service-oriented computing, and cloud computing.
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