
how to capture screen with cursor
how to capture screen with cursor can be a surprisingly crucial skill for a variety of professional
and personal tasks, from documenting software bugs to creating engaging tutorials. Understanding
how to effectively capture your screen, especially with the inclusion of your cursor, can significantly
enhance clarity and communication. This comprehensive guide will walk you through various
methods for capturing your screen with the cursor visible, covering built-in operating system tools,
third-party applications, and even browser extensions. We will explore the nuances of capturing
static screenshots versus animated GIFs or video, and discuss best practices for ensuring your
cursor is not only captured but also easily discernible. Whether you're a Windows user, a Mac
enthusiast, or a Linux aficionado, you'll find actionable advice to master this essential digital skill.
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Understanding the Importance of Capturing the Cursor

Capturing your screen with the cursor visible is more than just a technicality; it's a vital component
of effective visual communication in the digital realm. When you're demonstrating a process,
highlighting a specific UI element, or troubleshooting an issue, the cursor acts as a pointer, guiding
the viewer's attention precisely to where you want them to look. Without it, a static screenshot
might leave the viewer wondering what action you performed or what element you interacted with.
This guide will delve into the various methods and considerations involved in achieving this,
ensuring your visual aids are as clear and informative as possible.

The cursor's presence in a screenshot or screen recording can transform a passive image into an
interactive guide. For technical support, it allows users to pinpoint the exact location of an error
message or a problematic button. In educational contexts, it helps learners follow along with
complex software demonstrations, reducing confusion and improving comprehension. Even in casual



use, such as sharing a funny interaction or a useful tip online, an visible cursor adds context and
personality. Therefore, mastering how to capture screen with cursor is a fundamental skill for
anyone who regularly communicates visually through digital media.

Capturing Screen with Cursor on Windows

Windows offers several built-in tools that allow users to capture their screen, with varying degrees
of control over cursor visibility. These tools range from simple keyboard shortcuts to more advanced
applications designed for professional use. Understanding which tool to employ for different
situations is key to maximizing efficiency.

Using the Print Screen Key
The Print Screen (PrtScn) key is the most fundamental way to capture your screen on Windows. By
default, pressing PrtScn captures the entire screen and copies it to your clipboard. You then need to
paste this image into an application like Paint or Word to save it. To capture only the active window,
you can press Alt + PrtScn. While the basic PrtScn function doesn't inherently include the cursor, its
availability makes it a quick way to grab an image that you might later edit to add a cursor if
needed.

A more direct approach for including the cursor with the Print Screen key is not a native function of
the standard PrtScn key itself without additional software. However, the subsequent steps you take,
such as pasting into an image editor, allow for further manipulation. It's important to note that for
actual screen recording with a cursor, you'll need to explore other options as PrtScn is solely for
static images.

Leveraging the Snipping Tool and Snip & Sketch
Windows has evolved its screenshot utilities, moving from the older Snipping Tool to the more
modern Snip & Sketch application. Both offer more flexibility than the basic Print Screen key. The
Snipping Tool allows you to select rectangular regions, free-form snips, or capture entire windows.
Snip & Sketch, accessible by pressing Windows key + Shift + S, offers similar functionality and
immediately provides a thumbnail to edit or save your capture. Crucially, both of these tools, when
used to capture a window or a region, will include the cursor if it was visible at the moment of
capture.

When using Snip & Sketch, after initiating the capture with Windows key + Shift + S, you can select
the area you wish to capture. If your cursor is within that area at the moment you finalize the
selection, it will be included in the resulting image. This makes it a very convenient method for users
who frequently need to show specific interactions on their screen. The ability to quickly annotate
and share also adds to its utility.



Windows Game Bar for Screen Recording
For users who need to capture screen activity with the cursor over a period of time, the Windows
Game Bar is a surprisingly capable tool, despite its name. Accessible by pressing Windows key + G,
the Game Bar allows you to record your screen, take screenshots, and monitor system performance.
When you initiate a screen recording, the Game Bar captures the active application window, and
importantly, it records the cursor's movement along with the rest of the screen content.

To record with the Game Bar, ensure it's enabled in your Windows Settings. Once activated
(Windows key + G), click the record button. The recording will capture all on-screen activity within
the selected window, including your mouse pointer. This is ideal for creating short video tutorials,
demonstrating workflows, or capturing gameplay with commentary. The recordings are saved in the
Videos/Captures folder by default.

Third-Party Software Solutions
Beyond Windows' native capabilities, a vast ecosystem of third-party software offers advanced
features for screen capture, often with superior cursor handling. Tools like Greenshot, ShareX, and
PicPick provide extensive options for capturing specific regions, windows, or scrolling pages, with
many of them explicitly supporting the inclusion of the cursor in both static screenshots and
recorded videos. These applications often come with built-in editors, annotation tools, and direct
sharing capabilities, making them powerful all-in-one solutions.

For dynamic screen recording with cursor capture, dedicated video recording software such as OBS
Studio or Camtasia are industry standards. OBS Studio is a free and open-source option that offers
extensive customization for capturing screens, webcams, and audio, with clear options to include or
exclude the cursor. Camtasia, a paid professional tool, excels in screen recording and video editing,
providing sophisticated control over cursor highlighting, effects, and animations to make your
captured content exceptionally clear and engaging.

Capturing Screen with Cursor on macOS

Mac users are well-equipped with intuitive built-in tools for capturing their screen, and including the
cursor is generally a straightforward process. Apple's operating system prioritizes ease of use, and
its screenshot utilities are no exception. Whether you need a quick snapshot or a full video
recording, macOS has you covered.

Keyboard Shortcuts for Screenshots
macOS provides a suite of keyboard shortcuts for capturing your screen. To capture the entire
screen and save it to your desktop, use Command + Shift + 3. To select a portion of the screen, use
Command + Shift + 4, which turns your cursor into a crosshair, allowing you to drag and select the
desired area. If you want to capture a specific window, use Command + Shift + 4, then press the
spacebar, and click on the window you wish to capture. In all these default static screenshot
scenarios, the cursor itself is not captured.



However, to capture the cursor in a static screenshot on macOS, you typically need to enable this
option within the Screenshot utility, which is accessed through the Command + Shift + 5 shortcut.
Once the utility is active, you can select the specific capture area or window, and the cursor will be
included if it was present in the captured region. This offers a more controlled approach compared
to the immediate save function of the basic shortcuts.

The Screenshot Utility Application
The most versatile screenshot tool on macOS is accessed via the Command + Shift + 5 keyboard
shortcut. This brings up an on-screen toolbar with options for capturing the entire screen, a selected
window, or a selected portion. It also provides options for recording the entire screen or a selected
portion. Crucially, within this utility's "Options" menu, you can find a checkbox labeled "Show Mouse
Clicks" or similar phrasing that, when enabled, will ensure your cursor is captured in both
screenshots and recordings. This is the primary method for ensuring cursor visibility on static
captures.

When you access Command + Shift + 5, pay close attention to the "Options" menu. Here, you can
dictate where the screenshots are saved, set a timer, and importantly, decide whether to "Show
Floating Thumbnail" and whether to "Remember Last Selection." While not directly about cursor
inclusion, these options enhance the workflow. For cursor visibility, you'll generally rely on the
default behavior which includes it in window or selection captures initiated through this utility.

QuickTime Player for Video Recording
For screen recording on macOS, QuickTime Player is a built-in and user-friendly option. Open
QuickTime Player, then go to File > New Screen Recording. A recording toolbar will appear,
allowing you to select whether to record the entire screen or a selected portion. When you initiate a
recording using QuickTime Player, it inherently captures your cursor's movement along with all
other on-screen activity. This makes it an excellent choice for creating tutorials or demonstrating
processes where the cursor's path is important.

Once the recording is complete, QuickTime Player opens the video for review, and you can then
export it in various formats. The cursor is seamlessly integrated into the video playback, providing a
clear indication of user interaction. This simplicity makes it a go-to tool for many Mac users who
need to create simple screen recordings without the complexity of professional editing software.

Third-Party Mac Applications
While macOS's built-in tools are powerful, third-party applications offer even more advanced
features for screen capture and recording. Tools like CleanShot X provide a comprehensive suite for
capturing screenshots, recording GIFs and videos, and editing. They often include specific options
for highlighting the cursor, adding click effects, and performing more sophisticated annotations. For
professional video editing and screen recording, software like ScreenFlow is highly regarded for its
extensive features, including advanced cursor customization.

These third-party applications often differentiate themselves with features like delayed captures,



scrolling captures of long web pages, and extensive export options. For users who require granular
control over how their cursor appears in captured media – for instance, changing its color, size, or
adding a click animation – these tools are invaluable. Examples include Monosnap, which is free and
offers basic annotation and cloud sharing, and Snagit, a robust paid option known for its extensive
editing capabilities.

Capturing Screen with Cursor on Linux

Linux users have a wide array of choices for screen capture, from simple command-line tools to
sophisticated desktop environments with integrated utilities. The flexibility of Linux means that
capturing screen with cursor is achievable across various distributions and desktop environments.

GNOME Screenshot Tool
The default screenshot tool in the GNOME desktop environment is quite capable. It can be accessed
by pressing the Print Screen key, which by default brings up a graphical interface. This interface
allows you to choose between capturing the entire screen, a specific window, or a selectable area.
When you select a window or a specific area, the cursor will be included if it is present within the
captured region. The tool also offers options to add a timer and include the mouse pointer, which
can be explicitly enabled in its preferences.

Beyond the graphical interface, GNOME Screenshot can also be invoked from the terminal with
various options. This provides scripting capabilities for automated captures. The ease of use and
integration within the GNOME ecosystem make it a popular choice for many Linux users needing to
capture their screen with the cursor.

KDE Spectacle
For users of the KDE Plasma desktop environment, Spectacle is the go-to screenshot utility. It is
known for its user-friendly interface and comprehensive features. Spectacle allows for full-screen
captures, window captures, rectangular region captures, and freehand selections. Importantly, it
offers an option to "Include the mouse cursor" which can be toggled on or off within its settings or
directly when launching the application from the command line.

Spectacle also provides functionality for delayed captures and capturing a window with its frame.
This makes it a versatile tool for various use cases, from simple snapshots to more complex
documentation. The ability to precisely control whether the cursor is included or not provides a
significant advantage for tailored screen capture needs.

Command-Line Tools
Linux's power lies in its command-line interface, and screen capture is no exception. Tools like
`scrot` and `import` (part of ImageMagick) are highly versatile. `scrot` is a simple command-line
utility that can capture the entire screen or specific windows. By default, `scrot` typically includes



the cursor if it's visible in the captured area. Options like `-s` allow for selecting a region, and if the
cursor is within that selection, it will be captured.

The `import` command is more powerful and offers extensive image manipulation capabilities in
addition to screen capture. Using `import -window root output.png` will capture the entire screen,
including the cursor. For selecting specific windows or regions, more complex command syntax is
required, but the core functionality for cursor inclusion is present. These command-line tools are
invaluable for scripting and automation.

Browser Extensions for Cursor Capture

For web-based workflows and documentation, browser extensions offer a convenient way to capture
screen content, often with integrated cursor inclusion. These extensions can capture entire web
pages, visible portions, or selected elements, and many are designed to automatically include the
mouse cursor to illustrate user interaction.

Popular extensions like Awesome Screenshot & Screen Recorder or GoFullPage (for full-page
captures) often provide options to include the cursor. When using these tools, look for settings that
explicitly mention cursor capture or mouse pointer inclusion. This is particularly useful for creating
tutorials on how to use websites or demonstrating specific functionalities. The ability to quickly
annotate and share these captures directly from the browser further enhances their utility for web-
based communication.

Tips for Effective Cursor Capture

To ensure your cursor is captured effectively and contributes to clarity rather than confusion,
consider these tips. First, be mindful of your cursor's position when initiating a capture. If you're
using a tool that requires selecting an area, make sure the cursor is within that selection. For screen
recordings, ensure the cursor is visible and actively used to guide the viewer's attention.

Consider the contrast between your cursor and the background. If your cursor is difficult to see,
some screen recording software allows you to highlight it with a distinct color or add a click effect.
This can significantly improve the visibility and impact of your captured content. When documenting
issues, sometimes a subtle cursor is best; for tutorials, a highlighted cursor can be more beneficial.

Best Practices for Cursor Visibility

When aiming for optimal cursor visibility in your screen captures, adherence to certain best
practices can make a substantial difference. Ensure that the cursor is not obscured by other on-
screen elements and that its color provides sufficient contrast against the background. Many
operating systems and third-party tools offer customization options for the cursor's appearance,
such as changing its size, color, or adding a trail effect, which can be highly beneficial.



In screen recordings, actively using the cursor to point out specific elements or to indicate the flow
of actions is crucial. Avoid unnecessary cursor movement that can be distracting. For static
screenshots, if the cursor's position is critical, consider taking multiple captures or using annotation
tools to add an arrow or highlight the precise point of interaction. The goal is always to enhance
understanding and guide the viewer's eye effectively.

Q: What is the easiest way to capture my screen with the
cursor on Windows?
A: The easiest way to capture your screen with the cursor on Windows is often using the Snip &
Sketch tool (Windows key + Shift + S). After initiating the capture and selecting your desired area,
if your cursor is within that area at the moment of capture, it will be included. For recordings, the
Windows Game Bar (Windows key + G) also captures the cursor by default.

Q: How do I ensure my mouse pointer is visible in macOS
screenshots?
A: On macOS, the most reliable way to ensure your mouse pointer is visible in screenshots is to use
the Screenshot utility accessed by pressing Command + Shift + 5. Within the "Options" menu of this
utility, you can find settings that control the visibility of the mouse pointer in your captures.

Q: Can I record my screen with the cursor on Linux without
installing extra software?
A: Yes, many Linux distributions come with built-in screen recording tools that capture the cursor by
default. For GNOME, the default screenshot tool and screen recording functions can often include
the cursor. For KDE, Spectacle is a powerful built-in option that allows for cursor inclusion.

Q: Are there free browser extensions that can capture my
screen with the cursor?
A: Yes, there are numerous free browser extensions available for capturing screens with the cursor.
Popular options like Awesome Screenshot & Screen Recorder and other similar tools typically offer
this functionality, often with options to highlight the cursor or add click effects.

Q: What should I do if my cursor is not showing up in my
screen capture?
A: If your cursor is not showing up, first check the specific settings of the capture tool you are using,
as cursor inclusion is often an optional setting. Ensure the cursor was visible on your screen at the
moment of capture and that it was within the selected area for static screenshots. For recordings,
verify that the screen recording software is configured to capture the cursor.



Q: How can I make my cursor more visible in a screen
recording?
A: Many screen recording applications provide options to enhance cursor visibility. You can often
change the cursor's color, size, or add a highlight or trail effect. Some tools can also add a visual
indicator for mouse clicks, which is very helpful for tutorials.

Q: Is it possible to capture a scrolling window with the cursor
on my screen?
A: Yes, many advanced third-party screen capture tools, both for Windows and macOS, offer
scrolling capture functionality. These tools can often capture the cursor as it moves across the
scrolling content, although this feature might require specific configuration within the application.

Q: Do built-in operating system screenshot tools always
capture the cursor?
A: No, built-in operating system screenshot tools do not always capture the cursor by default. While
some tools like the Windows Game Bar or macOS's Command + Shift + 5 utility have explicit options
for cursor inclusion, basic Print Screen functions or simple shortcuts may not capture it unless
configured to do so or if it's part of a window/region capture that is selected.
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capture d'écran en pièce-jointe. Vous trouverez notre outil de
Ce pc ne répond pas aux exigences matérielle pour pouvoir Bonjour Quand j'essaye
d'enregistrer des GamePlay sa me met : Ce pc ne répond pas aux exigences matérielle pour pouvoir
enregistrer des extraits J'ai une carte graphique NVIDIA
Restauration de données d'utilisateur de Microsoft Edge   D’après votre article, je comprends
que le dossier de capture de données « instantanés » et les données de capture de session de travail
ne sont pas contenus dans vos
problème exécution greenshot - Microsoft Q&A Question verrouillée. Cette question a été
migrée à partir de la Communauté Support Microsoft. Vous pouvez voter pour indiquer si elle est
utile, mais vous ne pouvez pas ajouter de
win10自带Xbox捕获的视频丢失了怎么找回 - Microsoft Q&A   win10家庭中文版（版本号22H2）使用自带Xbox game bar捕获会议视频，
录屏一个小时左右之后出现瞬间卡顿，然后录屏自动停止了，但是前面录制一个小时的视频文件找不

Related to how to capture screen with cursor
How to do iPhone Screen Record with MOUSE CURSOR (Easier than the Assistive Touch
Method!) (Hosted on MSN6mon) This is the best and easiest way to setup a mouse cursor on your
iPhone screen recording. It is a far superior way than using assistive touch for iPhone screen record
with cursor. Using this new
How to do iPhone Screen Record with MOUSE CURSOR (Easier than the Assistive Touch
Method!) (Hosted on MSN6mon) This is the best and easiest way to setup a mouse cursor on your
iPhone screen recording. It is a far superior way than using assistive touch for iPhone screen record
with cursor. Using this new
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