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is things 3 a one-time purchase and the question of its pricing model is a frequent point of
inquiry for users interested in this powerful productivity and creativity application. Understanding
whether it’s a subscription or a perpetual license is crucial for budgeting and long-term planning.
This article delves deeply into the pricing structure of Things 3, clarifying its purchase model,
exploring potential future updates, and discussing its value proposition as a standalone investment.
We will examine what “one-time purchase” truly means in the context of software like Things 3 and
provide a comprehensive overview to help users make informed decisions about acquiring and
continuing to use this acclaimed task management system.
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Is Things 3 a One-Time Purchase: Decoding the Pricing
Model

The primary concern for many prospective users of Things 3 revolves around its acquisition cost.
This popular productivity application, known for its elegant design and robust feature set, operates
on a distinct pricing model that often leads to confusion with the prevalent subscription services in
the software market. This section will clearly delineate the nature of the purchase and what it entails
for users.

The Core of the Things 3 Purchase: A Perpetual License

At its heart, Things 3 is indeed sold as a one-time purchase. This means that when you buy Things 3
for a specific platform, you are acquiring a license to use that version of the software indefinitely.
Unlike subscription-based services that require recurring payments to maintain access, a one-time
purchase grants you ownership of the license for the version you bought. This approach has been a
significant draw for users who prefer to invest in software outright and avoid the ongoing financial



commitment of subscriptions.

What "One-Time Purchase" Really Means for Things 3 Users

When we refer to Things 3 as a one-time purchase, it signifies that you pay a single, upfront fee for
the application on your chosen platform. This grants you the right to use that specific version of the
software forever. It's crucial to distinguish this from a continuous service model. You are buying the
software itself, not a right to future services that are perpetually updated without additional cost.
This model provides clarity on expenses and allows users to budget effectively for their productivity
tools.

Platform-Specific Purchases: A Key Distinction

It is essential to understand that Things 3 employs a platform-specific purchasing model. This means
that if you wish to use Things 3 on multiple Apple devices (such as a Mac, iPhone, and iPad), you will
need to purchase the application separately for each operating system. For instance, purchasing
Things 3 for macOS does not automatically grant you a license for Things 3 on iOS. This is a common
practice for applications that leverage distinct operating system functionalities and user interface
paradigms. Therefore, the "one-time purchase" applies to each individual platform license you
acquire.

Things 3: An Exploration of its One-Time Purchase
Structure

The philosophy behind Things 3's development and distribution has always favored a model that
respects the user's investment. This section will further elaborate on why the one-time purchase is a
cornerstone of their offering and what benefits it brings to the user base. We will also touch upon
how this model influences the way the software is developed and supported.

Things 3: Is it a Subscription or a Perpetual License?

To be unequivocally clear, Things 3 is not a subscription service. Cultured Code, the developer of
Things 3, has consistently offered the application as a perpetual license. This means that once you
purchase the app on a given platform, you own that license perpetually. There are no monthly or
annual fees associated with using the version you have purchased. This direct contrast to many
modern software offerings makes Things 3 an attractive option for users who are wary of recurring
costs and prefer to manage their software expenses through upfront investments.



The Economic Advantage of a One-Time Purchase for
Productivity Software

The economic advantage of a one-time purchase for productivity software like Things 3 is significant.
For individuals and businesses managing multiple subscriptions, the upfront cost, while potentially
higher initially for each platform, can lead to substantial savings over the long term compared to
accumulating monthly or yearly fees. This predictable cost structure allows for better financial
planning and avoids the "subscription fatigue" that many users experience. Investing in Things 3
means investing in a tool that you can continue to use without incremental charges for the version
you bought.

Navigating the Purchase of Things 3 on Mac, iPhone, and iPad

As mentioned, the one-time purchase model for Things 3 is applied per platform. To have Things 3
on your Mac, you purchase the Mac version from the Mac App Store. To use it on your iPhone and
iPad, you purchase the iOS version from the iOS App Store. These are treated as separate
purchases. While this might seem like an additional cost, it reflects the distinct development efforts
and features tailored for each operating system. The synchronization between these devices,
however, is seamless and included with each purchase, allowing your tasks and projects to stay
consistent across your Apple ecosystem.

Future Updates and the Ongoing Value of Things 3's
One-Time Purchase

A common question that arises with one-time purchases is how updates are handled. This section
will address the developer's approach to updates and how it aligns with the perpetual license model,
ensuring users understand the long-term value they receive.

Major Version Updates and Their Implications

Cultured Code has a history of releasing major version updates for Things 3, such as the transition
from Things 2 to Things 3. These major updates typically introduce significant new features,
substantial redesigns, or fundamental architectural changes. Historically, when a new major version
is released (e.g., if "Things 4" were to be announced), it has been treated as a new product and
therefore requires a new purchase for that major version. This is standard practice in the software
industry for significant overhauls. However, all minor updates and bug fixes for the version you
purchased are generally included free of charge. This means you'll receive improvements and
patches for Things 3 indefinitely within the scope of that version.



The Value Proposition: Long-Term Investment in a Refined
Tool

The one-time purchase model for Things 3 offers a compelling value proposition for users who seek a
stable, well-designed, and continuously refined productivity tool. By paying upfront, users avoid the
unpredictable price increases or feature limitations that can sometimes accompany subscription
models. The developers at Cultured Code are known for their meticulous attention to detail and their
commitment to quality. This dedication, coupled with the one-time purchase model, allows users to
invest in a premium application with the assurance that they are acquiring a lasting asset for their
personal and professional organization. The longevity of the software, supported by consistent, high-
quality updates within a given version, makes it a sound long-term investment.

Why Things 3 Remains a Preferred Choice for Many Users

The adherence to a one-time purchase model is a significant reason why Things 3 remains a
preferred choice for many dedicated users. In an era dominated by subscriptions, this approach
offers a refreshing alternative for those who value ownership and predictable expenses. The
application is not just functional; it’s a pleasure to use, and the pricing model reinforces its status as
a premium, enduring tool. Users can build their workflow around Things 3 with confidence, knowing
that their investment is secure and that they are not beholden to a recurring payment schedule for
the core functionality they rely on.

Maximizing Your Investment in the Things 3 Ecosystem

To truly maximize your investment in Things 3, it's beneficial to understand its cross-platform nature
and synchronization capabilities. By purchasing the appropriate licenses for all your Apple devices,
you create a cohesive and powerful task management system. This allows for seamless workflow
management, whether you're at your desk or on the go. The core functionality remains consistent,
ensuring that your productivity is not hindered by the platform you are using. The long-term value is
amplified by this integrated experience, making Things 3 a cornerstone of organized productivity for
its users.

Conclusion: The Clarity of Things 3's Purchase Model

In conclusion, the question of "is Things 3 a one-time purchase" can be answered with a definitive
yes, with the important caveat that this purchase is platform-specific. Users acquire a perpetual
license for each version they buy on macOS, iOS, and iPadOS. This model, characterized by an
upfront, single payment per platform, distinguishes Things 3 from subscription-based software.
While major future version upgrades might necessitate a new purchase, all subsequent minor
updates and bug fixes for the purchased version are typically included. This approach offers clear
financial predictability and a strong value proposition for users seeking a premium, enduring
productivity application. The investment in Things 3 is an investment in a tool designed for long-
term use and continuous refinement within its current iteration.



FAQ

Q: Is Things 3 available as a free download, or is it always a
paid application?

A: Things 3 is not available as a free download. It is a paid application that requires a one-time
purchase for each platform. There is no free version or trial period available for download directly,
although some users might find older, limited versions or discussions about past promotional offers.

Q: If I buy Things 3 for my Mac, will I get it for my iPhone and
iPad automatically?

A: No, purchasing Things 3 for macOS does not automatically grant you access to the iOS or iPadOS
versions. Things 3 operates on a platform-specific licensing model, meaning you need to purchase
separate licenses for each operating system (Mac, iPhone, and iPad) if you wish to use the
application on those devices.

Q: How often does Cultured Code release major updates for
Things 3 that might require a new purchase?

A: Cultured Code has historically released major version updates for Things 3 with significant
intervals between them. For example, the transition from Things 2 to Things 3 was a considerable
leap. While they consistently provide free minor updates and bug fixes for the version you own, a
completely new major version (e.g., if "Things 4" were to be developed) would typically be a new
product requiring a separate purchase.

Q: Does the one-time purchase of Things 3 include lifetime
access to all future features?

A: The one-time purchase grants you lifetime access to the version of Things 3 that you bought,
including all minor updates and bug fixes for that specific version. However, it does not guarantee
free access to entirely new major versions that may be released in the future, as those are often
treated as new products.

Q: Are there any hidden subscription fees or recurring costs
associated with Things 3?

A: No, there are no hidden subscription fees or recurring costs associated with Things 3. The one-
time purchase price is the only payment required to own and use the version of the application you
buy on its respective platform. Synchronization across devices is also included with each purchase.



Q: Can I transfer my Things 3 license to another Apple ID or
device if I get a new one?

A: Generally, your license is tied to the Apple ID used to make the purchase. You can reinstall Things
3 on new devices associated with the same Apple ID from which you originally purchased the app
without needing to buy it again. If you need to use it with a different Apple ID, a new purchase
would be necessary.

Q: What is the typical pricing structure for Things 3 on
different Apple platforms?

A: The pricing for Things 3 varies across platforms. The Mac version is typically priced higher than
the i0S version due to the differences in development complexity and features. The iPad version is
often priced similarly to or slightly higher than the iPhone version. You can find the exact current
pricing on the Mac App Store, iOS App Store, and iPad App Store.

Q: If I purchased Things 3 in the past, do I need to buy it
again for the latest version of macOS or iOS?

A: If you purchased a version of Things 3 (e.g., Things 3.0) and it has received updates to the latest
macOS or i0S version (e.g., Things 3.18), you do not need to buy it again. The one-time purchase
covers all minor updates within that major version. However, if a new major version like "Things 4"
were released, that would require a new purchase.
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