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Understanding Tidal vs Qobuz Sound Quality: A Deep
Dive for Audiophiles

Tidal vs Qobuz sound quality is a topic that resonates deeply within the audiophile community, a
constant point of discussion and debate for those who prioritize pristine audio reproduction. Both Tidal
and Qobuz are leading high-fidelity music streaming services, each boasting a vast library and a
commitment to delivering music as the artist intended. However, subtle yet significant differences in
their approaches to audio streaming, particularly regarding codecs, bitrates, and file formats, lead to
distinct sonic experiences. This comprehensive exploration will delve into the technical specifications,
user experiences, and critical listening comparisons that define the sound quality of Tidal versus
Qobuz. We will dissect their audio offerings, examine the impact of these technicalities on perceived
sound, and help discerning listeners understand which platform might better suit their individual sonic
preferences and audio setups.
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Decoding the Audio Formats: FLAC, ALAC, and Beyond

The foundation of superior sound quality in music streaming lies in the audio codecs and file formats
employed. Both Tidal and Qobuz largely rely on lossless compression formats, which are crucial for
preserving the integrity of the original audio signal. Lossless formats, unlike lossy formats such as
MP3 or AAC, do not discard any audio data during compression. This means that when the music is
decompressed for playback, it is an exact replica of the original master recording, leading to a far
more detailed, dynamic, and nuanced listening experience.



Lossless Compression Explained

Lossless compression algorithms work by identifying and encoding redundant data within an audio
file. Think of it like zipping a file on your computer; the original file can be perfectly reconstructed
from the compressed version. The primary lossless format commonly used by streaming services is
FLAC (Free Lossless Audio Codec). FLAC is widely supported, efficient, and provides excellent audio
fidelity. Another lossless format, ALAC (Apple Lossless Audio Codec), is used by Apple devices and
services, offering similar benefits to FLAC in terms of data preservation.

The Importance of Uncompressed Audio

While lossless is a significant step up from lossy, some audiophiles advocate for uncompressed
formats like WAV or AIFF. However, the storage and bandwidth requirements for uncompressed audio
are substantially higher, making it impractical for mainstream music streaming. Both Tidal and Qobuz
have focused on delivering high-resolution lossless audio that strikes a balance between fidelity and
streaming feasibility. The absence of data loss is the paramount factor that distinguishes their
premium tiers from standard streaming services.

Bitrates and Their Impact on Fidelity

Bitrate is a critical measure of the amount of data being processed per second during audio playback.
In the context of digital audio, a higher bitrate generally translates to more detailed and accurate
sound reproduction. Streaming services often offer different tiers of service, with higher-fidelity
options corresponding to higher bitrates. Understanding these distinctions is key to appreciating the
nuances in sound quality between Tidal and Qobuz.

Understanding CD-Quality Bitrates

CDs typically store audio at a bitrate of 16-bit/44.1 kHz. This is considered standard high-fidelity
audio. Both Tidal and Qobuz offer streaming at this quality as a baseline for their lossless tiers. This
means that the audio you hear is essentially identical to what you would get from a CD, without any
loss of information during the digital transmission. For many listeners, this level of quality is already a
significant upgrade over compressed streaming.

High-Resolution Audio and Higher Bitrates

Where the differences become more pronounced is in the realm of high-resolution audio. High-
resolution audio typically refers to sample rates and bit depths exceeding CD quality, such as 24-
bit/96 kHz, 24-bit/192 kHz, or even higher. These formats contain significantly more audio data,
allowing for greater dynamic range, a wider frequency response, and finer detail retrieval. Qobuz has
built its reputation around offering a vast catalog of high-resolution audio, often at bitrates that
surpass what is conventionally available. Tidal also offers high-resolution content, but its approach,



particularly with MQA, introduces a different paradigm.

Tidal's HiFi and Master Quality Authenticated (MQA)
Offerings

Tidal, a prominent player in the high-fidelity streaming space, offers two main tiers of audio quality:
HiFi and the premium tier that includes Master Quality Authenticated (MQA) content. The HiFi tier
provides lossless CD-quality audio, which is a substantial improvement over compressed streaming.
However, it is the MQA content that often sparks the most debate and represents a distinct approach
to high-resolution audio delivery.

Tidal HiFi: Lossless Foundation

The Tidal HiFi subscription level grants users access to a library of music in FLAC format at CD quality
(16-bit/44.1 kHz). This is a solid offering that ensures listeners are not missing out on the essential
details of the recording due to compression. Many users find this level of fidelity to be perfectly
adequate and a significant upgrade from standard streaming services. The extensive catalog
available at this quality is a major draw for many subscribers.

The MQA Enigma

MQA is a proprietary audio codec that claims to deliver high-resolution audio in a file size that is
manageable for streaming. It uses a process called "audio unfolding" which, in theory, reconstructs
the original high-resolution signal from a compressed stream. Tidal was an early and prominent
proponent of MQA, offering a significant portion of its catalog in this format within its highest
subscription tier (formerly called HiFi Plus, now integrated into the higher tiers). The advantage of
MQA is that it can deliver a higher resolution experience even on bandwidth-constrained connections,
and it aims to authenticate the sound as being true to the master recording. However, MQA requires
specific hardware (an MQA-compatible DAC or decoder) to fully realize its potential. Without it, the
audio is still high quality but not at its ultimate resolution. The proprietary nature and the requirement
for special decoding hardware have led to some criticism and debate within the audiophile
community, with some questioning whether the perceived benefits fully align with the claimed
technical superiority.

Qobuz's Studio-Quality Streaming Approach

Qobuz has carved out a niche by positioning itself as the premier destination for true studio-quality
streaming. Their philosophy centers on providing access to the highest possible resolution audio files,
uncompromised by proprietary codecs or complex unfolding processes. This straightforward approach
appeals directly to audiophiles who value transparency and a direct pipeline to the master recording.



Unadulterated High-Resolution Files

Qobuz primarily offers music in FLAC format, with a significant portion of its catalog available in
resolutions up to 24-bit/192 kHz. This means that listeners can experience music at bitrates and
sample rates that far exceed CD quality, revealing even finer nuances, micro-details, and a more
expansive soundstage. The service does not employ any proprietary compression or unfolding
technologies like MQA. Instead, it delivers the audio files as they are, allowing your DAC and playback
system to handle the decoding and rendering.

No Compromises on Bitrate

The commitment to delivering true high-resolution audio without compromise is Qobuz's core
differentiator. For listeners with high-quality audio equipment, this means the potential to extract the
absolute maximum fidelity from their system. The sheer volume of high-resolution content available
on Qobuz is also a significant factor, making it a veritable treasure trove for those seeking the best
possible sound. Their pricing structure reflects this dedication to high-fidelity, often placing them at a
premium compared to services that offer lower-resolution tiers as their primary offering.

Comparing the Sonic Signatures: Critical Listening
Perspectives

When pitting Tidal vs Qobuz sound quality head-to-head, the subjective nature of critical listening
plays a significant role. While objective measurements of bitrates and codecs provide a technical
framework, the ultimate arbiter is the listener's ear, often in conjunction with a well-calibrated audio
system. Many audiophiles report subtle but discernible differences in the way music is presented by
each service.

The Nuances of Detail and Soundstage

Listeners often describe Qobuz as offering a more "open" or "transparent" sound. This is attributed to
its delivery of unadulterated high-resolution files. The wider dynamic range and extended frequency
response of 24-bit/192 kHz files can lead to a more detailed and layered presentation. Micro-details,
such as the subtle decay of a cymbal or the breath of a vocalist, can be more apparent. The
soundstage might feel wider and deeper, with instruments placed more precisely within the stereo
image.

MQA vs. Pure Lossless: A Subjective Divide

The sonic signature of Tidal's MQA content is a point of contention. Some users find that MQA
provides a compelling high-resolution experience, with a richness and clarity that rivals even the
highest-resolution lossless files. Others perceive a slight “digital sheen” or a less natural presentation
compared to pure lossless streams. This perception can be influenced by the quality of the MQA



decoder in the playback chain. Tidal's non-MQA HiFi tier, offering FLAC at CD quality, is generally well-
regarded for its clarity and accuracy, providing a solid lossless experience. The choice between Tidal's
MQA offerings and Qobuz's pure lossless streams often comes down to individual preference and the
specific equipment used for playback.

Consistency Across Genres

It's important to note that these sonic differences can vary depending on the genre of music and the
quality of the original recording. Complex orchestral pieces or intricately mixed electronic music
might reveal more significant distinctions than simpler folk or rock recordings. However, the
overarching trend reported by many audiophiles is that Qobuz tends to offer a more consistently
detailed and uncolored high-resolution experience, while Tidal's MQA provides a high-resolution
option that some find exceptionally pleasing.

The Role of Hardware and Listening Environment

While Tidal and Qobuz deliver the audio data, the actual sound quality perceived by the listener is
heavily influenced by the playback equipment and the acoustic environment. The technical
specifications of a streaming service can only be fully realized if the accompanying hardware is
capable of reproducing them accurately. This is a crucial consideration when comparing Tidal vs
Qobuz sound quality.

The Digital-to-Analog Converter (DAC)

The DAC is arguably the most critical component in a digital audio chain. It converts the digital audio
signal from your streaming device into an analog signal that your amplifier and speakers can use. A
high-quality DAC is essential for appreciating the nuances of lossless and high-resolution audio. If your
DAC is not capable of decoding the full resolution of a Qobuz stream or the nuances of Tidal's MQA,
then you will not experience the full sonic potential of either service. Many modern amplifiers and
audio interfaces include built-in DACs, but dedicated external DACs often offer superior performance.

Headphones and Speakers

Similarly, the quality of your headphones or loudspeakers will significantly impact what you hear.
Entry-level consumer-grade equipment may not have the resolution to reveal the subtle differences
between various streaming formats. Audiophile-grade headphones or a well-designed speaker
system, paired with an amplifier that has sufficient power and clarity, are necessary to truly discern
the sonic characteristics of Tidal and Qobuz.

Acoustics and Room Treatment



The listening environment itself plays a vital role. Even the best audio system can be hampered by
poor acoustics, such as excessive reflections, standing waves, or ambient noise. Room treatment,
such as acoustic panels, can help to create a more controlled listening space, allowing the true sound
quality of your music to shine through. Therefore, while the services themselves are the source of the
audio data, achieving the best possible sound quality is a holistic endeavor involving the entire audio
chain and the listening space.

Pricing and Value Proposition

The decision between Tidal and Qobuz often extends beyond pure sound quality to include the value
proposition offered by their respective pricing structures. Both services understand that their target
audience is willing to pay for superior audio fidelity, but their pricing strategies and the features
included at different tiers can influence the overall decision-making process.

Tidal's Tiered Subscriptions

Tidal offers various subscription tiers, with the most relevant for this comparison being their premium
plans that include lossless and MQA audio. Historically, Tidal had distinct "HiFi" and "HiFi Plus" tiers,
with the latter offering MQA and higher resolutions. More recently, Tidal has streamlined its offerings,
often integrating these higher-quality audio options into broader premium plans. The pricing is
generally competitive, but the exact cost of accessing MQA and high-resolution content can vary.

Qobuz's Focus on High Resolution

Qobuz typically offers fewer subscription tiers, with a strong emphasis on providing access to its
extensive catalog of high-resolution audio. Their pricing is often positioned at the higher end,
reflecting the commitment to delivering uncompromised studio-quality files. For users who are solely
focused on obtaining the highest possible audio resolution, Qobuz's straightforward approach and
consistent offering of high bitrates can represent excellent value, even if the monthly cost is slightly
higher.

Considering the Overall Experience

When evaluating the value proposition, it's important to consider not just the monthly subscription
cost but also the totality of the user experience. This includes the breadth and depth of the music
catalog, the quality of the user interface, the availability of curated content (like reviews and articles,
which Qobuz excels at), and the overall sound quality as perceived by the listener. For some, the
added features and curated content from Qobuz justify its price point, while others may find Tidal's
more accessible pricing for lossless audio to be more appealing, especially if they do not have MQA-
decoding hardware.



Conclusion: Making Your Choice

Ultimately, the choice between Tidal and Qobuz for superior sound quality is a deeply personal one,
dictated by individual priorities, listening habits, and existing audio hardware. Both platforms
represent the pinnacle of what mainstream music streaming can offer in terms of fidelity, moving far
beyond the compressed audio that dominated the early days of digital music. Qobuz champions a
philosophy of pure, unadulterated high-resolution streaming, offering a vast library of music in
formats up to 24-bit/192 kHz without proprietary codecs. This approach appeals to audiophiles who
desire the most direct pipeline to the master recording, allowing their high-end equipment to perform
at its absolute best.

Tidal, on the other hand, offers a compelling blend of lossless CD-quality audio and its premium tier,
which incorporates MQA technology. MQA provides a high-resolution experience that can be delivered
efficiently for streaming and aims to authenticate the audio fidelity. While MQA has its proponents
and detractors, it undeniably offers a high-quality listening experience for those who embrace its
technology and have compatible hardware. The sonic differences, though often subtle, can be
perceived as a more transparent and detailed sound from Qobuz, while Tidal's MQA might offer a
different, yet still impressive, sonic signature. Your existing audio setup, particularly your DAC,
headphones, or speakers, will play a pivotal role in how these services translate into audible sound.
Therefore, the best approach is to leverage free trials where available, experiment with both services
on your own equipment, and trust your ears to guide you to the streaming service that best satisfies
your pursuit of sonic excellence.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference in audio file format between
Tidal and Qobuz?
A: Qobuz primarily streams music in standard lossless formats like FLAC at resolutions up to 24-
bit/192 kHz. Tidal offers lossless CD-quality audio (16-bit/44.1 kHz) in FLAC and also provides a
significant portion of its catalog in Master Quality Authenticated (MQA) format, which uses a
proprietary unfolding process to achieve higher resolutions.

Q: Does Tidal's MQA format require special hardware to sound
good?
A: Yes, to fully experience the intended high-resolution benefits of MQA on Tidal, you generally need
an MQA-compatible digital-to-analog converter (DAC) or an MQA decoder. Without it, the audio is still
high quality but not at its ultimate resolution.

Q: Which service offers a wider selection of true high-
resolution audio (above CD quality)?
A: Qobuz is generally considered to have a more extensive and consistently offered catalog of true



high-resolution audio files (e.g., 24-bit/96 kHz and higher) as its core offering. Tidal offers high-
resolution content, but it is primarily through its MQA implementation.

Q: Can I hear a noticeable difference between Tidal and Qobuz
with standard consumer headphones?
A: The audibility of differences between Tidal and Qobuz can vary significantly. While basic lossless
audio at CD quality might be discernible, truly appreciating the nuances of high-resolution formats
like those offered by Qobuz, or the full potential of Tidal's MQA, often requires higher-fidelity
headphones or loudspeakers and a capable DAC.

Q: Is Tidal's MQA technology considered a true lossless
format?
A: MQA is not a lossless format in the same vein as FLAC or ALAC. It is a proprietary codec that uses a
form of lossy compression in its initial "stream" and then employs an "unfolding" process to
reconstruct the higher-resolution audio. While it aims to deliver superior sound, it differs
fundamentally from pure lossless streaming.

Q: Which service provides a more "transparent" or "open"
sound signature?
A: Many audiophiles describe Qobuz's pure lossless streaming approach as providing a more
transparent and open soundstage due to the delivery of uncompressed or minimally processed high-
resolution files. Tidal's MQA can also be very detailed, but its sonic characteristics are sometimes
debated more regarding its naturalness.

Q: What is the pricing structure like for the highest audio
quality on Tidal vs. Qobuz?
A: Qobuz typically offers its high-resolution streaming at a premium price point, reflecting its
commitment to delivering the highest fidelity. Tidal's premium tiers that include MQA and higher
resolutions are also priced at a higher level than its standard lossless CD-quality tier, but the exact
pricing can fluctuate with their subscription model changes.

Q: If I have a high-end audio system, which service is likely to
benefit it more?
A: For users with a very high-end audio system designed to resolve fine details, Qobuz's commitment
to delivering pure, unadulterated high-resolution files often allows such systems to perform at their
absolute peak. Tidal's MQA can also sound exceptional, especially with MQA-decoded hardware, but
the directness of Qobuz's approach is often preferred by those seeking the most uncompromised
digital audio signal.



Q: Does the availability of music differ significantly between
Tidal and Qobuz?
A: Both services boast vast music catalogs covering a wide range of genres. However, the availability
of specific albums or tracks in high-resolution format can vary. Qobuz has a strong reputation for
making a vast amount of its catalog available in high-resolution, while Tidal's high-resolution content
is primarily delivered via MQA.

Q: Should I try both Tidal and Qobuz to decide?
A: Absolutely. The best way to determine which service offers superior sound quality for your ears and
your audio system is to take advantage of any free trial periods offered by both Tidal and Qobuz. This
allows for direct, side-by-side comparisons in your own familiar listening environment.
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  tidal vs qobuz sound quality: The Creative Capabilities of Open Organizations Emilie Ruiz,
2024-05-29 Creativity has become a major issue for organizations and their managers alike. While it
is acknowledged that creative capability exists within organizations, we tend to focus solely on what
fosters it, thus neglecting creativity in contexts of openness. With the help of numerous case studies
from open organizations, The Creative Capabilities of Open Organizations analyzes the way in which
creative capabilities are developed. The book puts into perspective the abundant but solid literature
on the creative capability of particularly exciting and instructive industries, such as the outdoor
sports industry, the music industry, and the video game industry. It holistically treats openness,
going beyond a purely external view by analyzing cases illustrating intra-organizational openness.
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Strategic Manager provides a comprehensive, logical, and applied insight in strategic management.
Unlike some more theory-heavy texts, this book focuses on how strategy works in everyday practice,
taking readers’ expectations and understanding beyond that of strategy as a matter of planning only.
It enables the reader to learn and reflect upon their practical skills and knowledge, and critically
evaluate the strategy process and their own strategic decision-making. The book is based around six
different strategy theories, individually presented and supplemented with useful lists of questions
that encourage readers to become competent strategic thinkers. This third edition has been fully
updated throughout, including fresh case studies and examples from across Asia, Africa, and South
America that bridge theory with practice, new strategy practice boxes considering the importance of
cooperation and strategic alliances, and reflective questions to aid understanding. Essential reading
for postgraduate students of strategic management, MBA students, and those in executive
education, this text will also be a useful tool for reflective managers trying to develop a better
understanding. Online resources include chapter-by-chapter PowerPoint slides.
  tidal vs qobuz sound quality: From Studio to Stream Gurcharanpreet Singh Bhangu,
2024-02-01 Are you a budding musician or an independent artist eager to navigate the complex
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world of digital music distribution? From Studio to Stream is your essential guide to mastering the
art of sharing your music with the world in the digital age. Written by Gurcharanpreet Singh
Bhangu, also known as Aman Bhangu, an industry expert with over a decade of experience in digital
music distribution, this book unlocks the secrets to success in the ever-evolving music industry.
Inside these pages, you'll discover: How music distribution has transformed over the years and why
digital distribution is a game-changer. The fundamentals of music licensing and copyright, ensuring
your creative work remains protected. Step-by-step guidance on preparing your music for
distribution and choosing the right platforms to showcase your talent. Proven strategies for
marketing and promoting your music, building a fan base, and generating revenue online. Invaluable
insights into tracking your music's performance and staying ahead in the digital landscape.
Real-world case studies featuring successful independent artists who have conquered the digital
music world. Whether you're an aspiring musician, an independent artist, or simply a music
enthusiast eager to unravel the mysteries of digital music distribution, this handbook is your
ultimate companion. Aman Bhangu takes you on a journey that demystifies the industry, helping you
unlock your music's potential and share it with a global audience. Join the digital music revolution
today with From Studio to Stream: The Digital Music Distribution Handbook. Your music journey
starts here.
  tidal vs qobuz sound quality: Death of CDs Rebecca Murphy, AI, 2025-02-24 Death of CDs
explores the rapid rise and fall of the Compact Disc, examining how technological advancements,
shifting consumer behavior, and economic factors led to the streaming revolution. The book dissects
how a seemingly indestructible format became a casualty of progress, forever altering the music
industry. It highlights how the convenience of digital music, MP3s, and platforms like Spotify and
Apple Music overshadowed the perceived benefits of physical ownership for many listeners. The
book also considers how increasing internet speeds and the proliferation of personal computers and
smartphones contributed to the CD's decline. The book unfolds in three parts, starting with the CD
era's technical achievements and cultural impact. It then delves into the rise of digital music,
examining file-sharing platforms like Napster and the iTunes Store. Finally, it analyzes the
consequences of this shift on album sales, artist revenue, and overall creative processes. Through
sales data, market trends, and case studies, the book illustrates the challenges and opportunities
presented by digital distribution. The insights offered extend beyond music, touching on themes of
technological disruption and the economics of digital content, making it valuable for anyone seeking
to understand the evolution of media formats navigating the digital landscape.
  tidal vs qobuz sound quality: Vinyl vs CD Rebecca Murphy, AI, 2025-02-25 Vinyl vs CD
explores the pivotal shift in music history when compact discs replaced vinyl records in the 1980s. It
investigates whether this transition was purely a technological advancement or a result of market
forces and changing consumer habits. This book argues that the move was driven by more than just
superior audio quality; marketing strategies and the phasing out of analog technology played
significant roles. One intriguing aspect is how marketing campaigns specifically targeted new
demographics to embrace CDs. The book also touches on the passionate debates among audiophiles
and industry experts regarding analog versus digital sound fidelity. The book begins by comparing
the core technologies of vinyl and CD, analyzing their strengths and weaknesses in sound
reproduction. It then traces the historical development of both formats, leading into the 1980s.
Chapters delve into marketing tactics, sound quality arguments, and retail shifts as record stores
adapted. By drawing on archival recordings, industry reports, and interviews, Vinyl vs CD provides a
comprehensive view of this era. Ultimately, the book assesses the long-term consequences of this
transition, including vinyl's resurgence and the ongoing analog vs digital debate. This book adopts
an interdisciplinary approach, integrating technology, business, and cultural studies to understand
shifts in music consumption, making it valuable for music enthusiasts, audiophiles, and those
interested in the history of technology.
  tidal vs qobuz sound quality: Sensory Evaluation of Sound Nick Zacharov, 2018-12-07
Sensory Evaluation of Sound provides a detailed review of the latest sensory evaluation techniques,



specifically applied to the evaluation of sound and audio. This three-part book commences with an
introduction to the fundamental role of sound and hearing, which is followed by an overview of
sensory evaluation methods and associated univariate and multivariate statistical analysis
techniques. The final part of the book provides several chapters with concrete real-world
applications of sensory evaluation ranging from telecommunications, hearing aids design and
binaural sound, via the latest research in concert hall acoustics through to audio-visual interaction.
Aimed at the engineer, researcher, university student or manager the book gives insight into the
advanced methods for the sensory evaluation with many application examples. Introduces the
fundamental of hearing and the value of sound Provides a firm theoretical basis for advanced
techniques in sensory evaluation of sound that are then illustrated with concrete examples from
university research through to industrial product development Includes chapters on sensory
evaluation practices and methods as well as univariate and multivariate statistical analysis Six
application chapters covering a wide range of concrete sensory evaluation study examples including
insight into audio-visual assessment Includes data analysis with several associated downloadable
datasets Provides extensive references to the existing research literature, text books and standards
  tidal vs qobuz sound quality: Eminent Jews David Denby, 2025-04-08 Leonard Bernstein,
Mel Brooks, Betty Friedan, and Norman Mailer. Brilliant, brash, yet soulful, they were 100 percent
Jewish and 100 percent American. They upended the restrained culture of their forebears and
changed American life. They worked in different fields, and, apart from clinking glasses at parties
now and then, they hardly knew one another. But they shared a historical moment and a common
temperament. For all four, their Jewish heritage was electrified by American liberty. The results
were explosive. As prosperity for Jews increased and anti-Semitism began to fade after World War II,
these four creative giants stormed through the latter half of the twentieth century, altering the way
people around the world listened to music, defined what was vulgar, comprehended the relations of
men and women, and understood the American soul. They were not saints; they were turbulent and
self-dissatisfied intellectuals who fearlessly wielded their own newly won freedom to charge up
American culture. Celebratory yet candid, at times fiercely critical, David Denby presents these four
figures as egotistical and generous—larger-than-life, all of them, yet vulnerable, even heartbreaking,
in their ambition, ferocity, and pride.
  tidal vs qobuz sound quality: The Perfect Sound Garrett Hongo, 2022-02-22 A poet’s audio
obsession, from collecting his earliest vinyl to his quest for the ideal vacuum tubes. A captivating
book that “ingeniously mixes personal memoir with cultural history and offers us an indispensable
guide for the search of acoustic truth” (Yunte Huang, author of Charlie Chan). Garrett Hongo’s
passion for audio dates back to the Empire 398 turntable his father paired with a Dynakit tube
amplifier in their modest tract home in Los Angeles in the early 1960s. But his adult quest begins in
the CD-changer era, as he seeks out speakers and amps both powerful and refined enough to honor
the top notes of the greatest opera sopranos. In recounting this search, he describes a journey of
identity where meaning, fulfillment, and even liberation were often most available to him through
music and its astonishingly varied delivery systems. Hongo writes about the sound of surf being his
first music as a kid in Hawai‘i, about doo-wop and soul reaching out to him while growing up among
Black and Asian classmates in L.A., about Rilke and Joni Mitchell as the twin poets of his
adolescence, and about feeling the pulse of John Coltrane’s jazz and the rhythmic chords of Billy
Joel’s piano from his car radio while driving the freeways as a young man trying to become a poet.
Journeying further, he visits devoted collectors of decades-old audio gear as well as designers of the
latest tube equipment, listens to sublime arias performed at La Scala, hears a ghostly lute at the
grave of English Romantic poet John Keats in Rome, drinks in wisdom from blues musicians and a
diversity of poetic elders while turning his ear toward the memory-rich strains of the music that has
shaped him: Hawaiian steel guitar and canefield songs; Bach and the Band; Mingus, Puccini, and
Duke Ellington. And in the decades-long process of perfecting his stereo setup, Hongo also discovers
his own now-celebrated poetic voice.
  tidal vs qobuz sound quality: Áudio & Vídeo – Design e Tecnologia Ed. 220 Crazy Turkey



Editora, 2024-10-02 Edição 220 da Áudio & Vídeo – Design e Tecnologia! A revista chega com
novidades interessantes... Conheça os principais recursos que TV LG OLED evo AI C4 oferece. As
séries ARIA EVO X e KANTA da Focal são desenvolvidas com o Cone Flax. O Galaxy Z Flip6 tem
ótimo desempenho e mais versatilidade.
  tidal vs qobuz sound quality: Home Theater e Casa Digital Ed. 322 Event Editora,
2023-03-22 Esta edição nos traz uma dose extra de orgulho: duas das principais reportagens
destacam soluções desenvolvidas por empresas brasileiras, que hoje competem em igualdade com
importantes marcas internacionais. Na pág. 36, voltamos ao tema da proteção elétrica nas
residências, em meio a mais um verão nas regiões sul e sudeste. Só que, desta vez, focando nos
condicionadores de energia, com vários modelos produzidos no Brasil. Embora ainda pouco
conhecidos da maioria da população, esses aparelhos são daqueles que operam “milagres” nos
momentos – desesperadores, para muitos – em que raios e tempestades se abatem sobre bairros ou
cidades inteiras.
  tidal vs qobuz sound quality: Home Theater e Casa Digital Ed. 328 Event Editora, 2023-09-18
O velho aforismo “tamanho não é documento” sempre foi desmoralizado pela indústria eletrônica, a
partir do momento em que surgiram os chips. Na internet, circulam dezenas de memes sobre fotos
de computadores antigos, como o ENIAC (Electronic Numerical Integrator and Computer), lançado
em 1946, que pesava 27 toneladas, ocupava uma área de 167m2 e possuía capacidade de 585Kb de
memória!!! Claro, estávamos na era pré-circuito integrado (o chip, também conhecido por
“processador eletrônico”, só chegaria na década seguinte). E a miniaturização que se seguiu mudou
tudo. Belos exemplares da tecnologia foram descartados por “culpa” de seu tamanho, com a
indústria se esmerando em produzir equipamentos cada vez mais minúsculos.
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